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AUTOSPORT RACING CALENDAR - CAPRI Il ANNOUNCED 


AUTOSPORT 


Walter Hayes discusses Ford and motor sport 


Take a lap of honour, 
Gerry Marshall 


Since Gerry Marshall and the 
Dealer Team Vauxhall Thames TV 
Firenza got together, they've almost 
made a habit of winning. 

They've romped home first in 
45 races, shattered 8 saloon car 
records, won the BARC Forward Trust 
Saloon Car Championship outright in 
1972, and come first in the Forward 
Trust ‘over 1300cc’ class in 1973. 

It says a lot for the DTV team 
who kept the Firenza in winning form. 
With its 16-valve, fuel-injected 
Vauxhall engine this great car blasts 
from a standing start to reach 60 mph 
in 4 seconds, 100 mph in 12 seconds, 
Y% mile in 12-5 seconds. And its 
maximum is a sizzling 146 mph. 


With performance like this, and 
a driver like Geny it's no wonder DTV 
are coming on strong. 

We're proving and improving 
our range of DTV Sportsparts. 

Wer leaming lots. And our 
experience is paying off in even better 
Vauxhalls for race, rally and road. Like 


Geny’s hot new 500 bhp 
V8 Ventora. Like the 


great new range of 
swift, sweet-handling 
Vauxhall Magnums. 

And like the 
exciting new 120+ mph 
Firenza scheduled for 
standard production 
this year. 
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The current proposals for the introduction of Super Formula 
Ford are being welcomed in most quarters and indeed it is 
obvious that something must be done to alleviate the healthy 
problem which Formula Ford has at the moment—too many 
competitors. However the proposals for this new formula 
seemingly threaten the existence of another formula— 
Formula Three, ; 

The threat has actually materialised because of the timing 
of the Super Ford proposals—the beginning of a season 
where F3 is starting again with a new set of regulations. 
Because of uncertainty over the regulations, industrial prob: 
lems and the winter's uncertainties over the future of racing 
there looks like being a number of small grids for the opening 
F3 races. In fact a number of organisers are threatening to 
cancel some F3 races because of the small entries. 

But if we look back to 1971 we will find a precedent, The 
start of the season saw the introduction of the 1600 cc F3. 
A lengthy strike at Ford delayed the delivery of engines 
while the regulations themselves did not really inspire con- 
fidence. The result was that the first race of the season drew 
precisely three starters. The winner was disqualified and the 
third placed man was in the pits for two laps—hardly an 
inspiring start. But the situation improved dramatically as 
the season wore on so that by the final round of the major 
championship there were a then record 97 entries. The 
following year that record moved into three figures and the 
formula thrived. It took something of a dive last year because 
of the upcoming changes in regulations taking it up to 
2-litre, which were to take effect this year. 

At the Super FF meeting at the beginning of this week one 
of the arguments put forward for the introduction of the 
new formula was that three heats and a final in FF would 
still leave nearly 100 FF drivers without a race while 
the opening F3 race had only attracted six entries, It was 
stated that it was not the intention that Super FF should 
replace F3 but the mood of organisers and promoters at the 
moment seems to be one of making F3 as unattractive as 
possible so that people are generally dissuaded from going 
into it 

Maybe F3 does not fit into the plans of the organisers 
and promoters but it is still the only formula at the bottom 
end of the ladder which is international. Until a suitable 
alternative can be found we have got to have F3 if we are 
going to have any young British drivers of international 
standing at all. Formula Atlantic has the right ingredients 
but foreign interest is nil and transporting the home circus 
to foreign circuits does not make it a genuine international 
formula. Foreign participation does and it then gives a yard- 
stick for judging a driver's true ability. Until Atlantic can 
achieve this it is no alternative 

Super Formula Ford is undoubtedly to be welcomed but 
with its multitude of restrictions on engines, chassis and 
running gear it cannot be regarded as the International 
Formula even though it will probably be adopted by other 
countries who run FF. If we are to produce any young 
drivers of International standing, F3 must be given the 
chance to flourish without the current undertones of 
suppression. 
our cover picture 


Our cover shows ona of Jest year's G2 Ford Caprla in action at the 
Nurburgring. In thie week's issue Walter Hayes talks about Ford's 
racing policy and we have full details of this year's new G2 car. 


Pit and Paddock 


edited by lan Phillips 


Super Formula Ford : 
regulations discussed 


A very well attended meeting 
last’ Monday in Luton discussed 
the proposed” Super Formula 


Ford. "The meeting was chaired 


by Nick Brittan and the panel 
comprised Martyn Watkins, Ford 
competitions co-ordinator, Peter 
Browning of the BRSCC, Peter 


Ashcroft, Ford competitions man. 
ager, while the “floor comprised 
leading drivers, constructors, 


engine builders and-other leading 
RAC officials. 

‘The most important part of 
the meeting concerned Super 
Formula Ford which will be 
effective from January 1 
subject. to. approval.” from 
RAC. The first point was whether 
there was in fact a need. for 
it Peter Browning estimated 
that there was around 280. FF 

s In this country and even 
running three heats and a 
final for a BOC Championship 
round would mean at least. 50 
competitors would still not get 
fan entry. He also pointed out 
that currently only he has six 


entries for his frst FS. races 
this year and. that there was 
‘obviously room fora formula 


which would take the cream away 
from the current FF. However, 
there was some strong oppos! 

nto any move of replacing 
F3 with Super Ford. 

The engine to be used is the 
2000 Cortina single ohe unit and 
the only non-standard. modifica 
tions allowed are dry sump, free 
length in valve springs and the 
surface treatment and. balancing 
of standard components will be 
permitted to sirengthen the 
engine and hopefully, make 
things a little cheaper. The cars, 
which should give around 120 
130 bhp, will use the same Hew 
land four-speed gearbox as in 
Formula Ford as it was felt that 
the 2 litre engine would produce 
enough torque for a fifth gear to 
be unnecessary 

Other points decided included 


clutch friction material to be 
free. but no race clutches 
allowed; brakes, uprights and 


hubs asin current FF; chassis 
must be spaceframe—no mono. 


coques allowed ; bodywork requ: 
lations would be as in F3 with 
wings allowed; fuel” capacit 
fire extinguisher and minimum 


weight as in FF. It was thought 
Current FF chassis could be 
adapted. 


The situation over 
time to be discussed. ‘The out 
come seems that racing tyres will 
be allowed with 6 in maximum 
width at front and § in maximum 
at the rear, sitting on 54 in x 13 
in wheels—same as FF—but the 
material of the wheels will be 
free except they must be metall 
There was a strong lobby 
have a one-make tyre for the 
formula but the RAC felt this was 
unwise after. the problems in 
F100" and scrutineer Howard 
Mason pointed out that it would 
be impossible to check as. far 
as the consiruction was con 
corned 

The BRSCC are investigating 
driver qualification “for ‘Super 
Ford as it was agreed no novices 
will be allowed to go straight in 
to the formula 

Existing Formula Ford 


tions were also. discussed 
with affect from January 1, 1 

it was agreed that the bore and 
stroke and. maximum capacity 


Would be given in the regulations 
for. checking purposes. These 
dimensions—the same as the 


Escort. Mexico in Gi—are as 
follows: Maximum — capacity— 
1602 ce ; Bore—81,07 mm; Stroke 


62' mm. Surface treatment 
will be allowed and nothing in the 
regulations will refer to pre-1970 


uprated crossflow engines from 
1975, 
Tyre-wise, only listed in 


the RAC Motor Sport Year Book 


1974 (on page 161) will be 
permitted, thus excluding such 
makes as the Firestone Torino. 


All types of bodywork will be 
permitted in 1975, to measure 
ments laid down In the FIA Year 
Book for single seaters. 

‘A. meeting on Monday at 
Boreham between similar FE 
experts, will sort out the other 
more detailed points 


Armstrong bonuses 


Armstrong announced this week 
their White Rose Challenge series. 
This consists of a series of cash 
bonuses paid at monthly intervals 
to competitors using Armstrong 
shock absorbers. in RAC cham 
Plonships. The awards will con. 
Sist of €10 for the leading Arm. 
Strong user in each championship 
with a further €25 being given to 
the person Who gives’ the best 
performance of the month In the 
eyes of an independent jury. At 
the end of the year the leading 
challenger in each championship 
will get £25 while the jury will 


2 


award five further prizes of £250 
and atrophy, £200, €150, €100 
and £50 to the five best per- 


formers during the year. Further 
details are available from the 
‘Armstrong competitions depart 


‘ment (Hull 633312). 


‘Competitions manager Les 
Banks said this week that Arm: 
strong would be continuing to 
support a gumber of Fi teams 


and that they would be continu: 
ing their trackside service both 
in international events and a great 
number of club events in. this 
country. 


Gethin champion as 
Brown wins final round 


By finishing second In che ast gp see 4 


round of the Tasman series at 
Adelaide International Raceway 
last weekend, Peter Gethin 
secured the championship title 
for Chevron. The race was won 
by Warwick Brown, making a 
great comeback following his 
bed accident last year, and his 
7332 jeted” the 70 

* in Blom *, 34 = ahead 
was suffering 

hausted 


by of the race 
Johnny Walker's Lola T330 

held the lead for the first 16 

laps before an oll pump. drive 

broke and Max Stewart's Lola 7 / 

inherited the premier position 1 Gethin— Tasman — cham. 

until lap 39 when the gearbox pete" 

locked up completely and. he 

was out, much to the rellef of the front row with St 

Gethin as Stewart was the only remaining two. in. the. top 
driver who could have taken the were David Oxton’s Bong 

title away from. him Garrie Cooper's Elfin MRS, the 
With Stewart retired, Teddy Elfin. constructor slowing with 

Pitette's Chevron took over the a cracked. exhaust pipe 

lead but only for 10 laps for John McCormack’ gave the 

his engine let go and he retired Elfin. MRG-Leyland its first 
after spinning on his own oll. appearance but a broken nose 
Brown was left. in front and section early in the race put him 

that's where he stayed. back and he eventually retired 
Graeme Lawrence's Lola fin- after 86 laps. with a broken 
shed third, with a steadily crankshaft, Graham McRae stop. 

deflating rear tyre, and Frank ped. on lap 44 with low ol 

Matich took fourth although the pressure, but then decided to 

Repco engine in his Matich was rejoin 16 taps later as there were 


misfiring, - dro ‘and he finished 


ping him out” of 80 few cars left 
‘aker qualifying on seve 


Jean-Pierre Jaboullle was testing the latest Elf 2 F2 car at Paul Ricard 
last week. For the first time it was powered by a Schnitzer BMW 
engine instead of a Ford. The car also used Firestone tyres instead 
nf its previous Goodyears 


© American Gordon Smiley will 
be ‘the driver of works Merlyn 
PAtlantic and) FF cars this 


© News is expected soon of an 
Opel dealer team in this country 
to race and rally Opels in major 
British championships. 
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Fis test at Ricard 


Some of the major Firestone con- he ran out of petrol on a lap 
tracted. runners were down at which expected to be a few tenths 


Paul Ricard for testing last week quicker. Beltolse was extremely 
and the results, especially on the happy with the handling of th 
FI front, were very encouraging. new car which he described as 


Among those who were present being. much more stable. than 
Were the Hesketh team, BRM he PIG. The new Vi2. engine 
Frank Williams and Alpine, is not yet ready and probably will 
not be for the Spanish GP but 

Not unnaturally James Hunt . - Ke 


desperately 


was quickest in the new Hes 
a n-power which 


keth with atime of I'm 47.85 
has been in use f 

which compares well to. Jackie Lieb Me tee 

Stewart's pole position time at the a Se 


French Grand Prix last yes Te TIE 
1m 48,373 and. the fastest lap es 

inthe race of I'm 50.993 by Arturo Merzario was handling 
Denny Hulme. The latter time aa a 


Williams Iso Marlboro but a 
of flu curbed his usual en- 

but nevertheless he 
managed to circulate in the 


was also the best time managed 
by a Firestone runner In practi 
for the GP. last. year. 80. this 


represents a considerable ad- managed to 
ResceeT PAS eeeeond | Gon Gerard Larousse was hand- 
pe ling the Alpine sports car, als 

The new was also on Firestones, on the short cir 


us tests and cult. and. was under the lap 

Jean-Pierre record with a 1 m 15.8 s. Recently 
Belte driving, although Vittorio. ‘Brambilla testing the 
Henei ‘and Francois latest Abarth 2-litre car. took 
Migault’ were present, and his 28 off the Misano lap record with 
best time was lm 48.6 s befo the latest Firestones. 


Some of the Firestone-shod FI cars were testing at Paut Ricard last 
James Hunt (above) was the quickest in the Hesketh. RUski von 

Opel and Howden Gantey drove the Ensign with a new rear wing and 
‘Jean-Pierre Beltoise was impressive in the new BRM 


airbox (below) 
Pa 
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Penthouse 
G1 Mazda 


Penthouse International have 
officially announced their spon 
sorship of Wendy Markey, driving 
2 Mazda RX3 in the Castrol 


British Saloon Car Championship. 

Penthouse's promotion of the 
car will include having an_en. 
tourage of pretty Penthouse Pets 
at each round and the directors 
Penthouse International ex 
plained at length that this is a 
Serious venture, which may well 
be continued in future years and 
which this year could extend to 


Promotions in America and Japa 
Wendy's Penthouse Mazda. is 
part of a two-car team being 


backed by Mazda GB Lid and run 
by Mathwall Engineering. Math 
wall directors Peter Wallace and 
Stuart Mathieson. have. been 
developing the rotary-engined 
RX3s since last September. and 
during the season it is hoped 
that a complete range of Math 
wall developed parts and acces. 
sories will be made available to 
the general public through the 
Mazda dealer network 

Heading the Mazda attack is 
Barrie Williams in. the Castrol 
liveried RX3 and tests with the 
car have been very promising, 
with Bridgestone tyres being used 
although Dunlops have been tried 
too, Times on the Silverstone 
club circuit of Im 10.8% have 
been achieved —“and there's a 


Jot more to come,” remarked 
Barrie —which are better than 
those established by the Dolo 


mites with the exception of Andy 
Rouse’s Broadspeed car, which is 
Using a rather special gearbox 
Which may mot be permitted 
More fast times concerning Group 
1 concern the works Avenger as 
Bernard Unett has been lapping 
the club circuits at Silverstone 
and Mallory Park faster than 
Y6O! to 2500 ce cars! 


Avallone 
buys M25 


Brazilian former F5000 driver 
Carlos Avallone is planning to 
make a return to the formula this 
year probably in America. Aval 
Tone, who is currently in this 
country managed to buy what is 
perhaps the ultimate in  F5000 
Cars last week — the unraced 
McLaren M25, Avallone, whose 
racing in the past few years has 
been ‘concentrated in sports cars 
in Brazil, is reported to have 
paid a handsome price for this 
Fl M23. based car which has 
never appeared in public. 

Tt is planned to run the car in 
the American F5000 series this 
year and he has been talking 
about putting a DFV in it for 
1975 and running it in Fi for an: 
other driver. Avallone also con- 
firmed that he is to continue 
building Lola cars under licence 
fn Braz 


Support for 
Williamson 
fire fund 


wing the recent announce. 
ene of iesRager Willaston 
Fund, launched by the BRSCC in 
conjunction with Formula One of 
Carnaby Street, four major com: 
panies have agreed to make Joint 
Contributions to. the BRSCC's 
marshalls’ training programme 
Texaco have offered a com 
plimentary allocation of $00 gal 
Tons of petrol, Marlboro have 
made a significant cash contribu- 
jon, Chubb Fire have agreed to 
contibute comprehensive training 
Yacilities and ICI. have offered 
generous free quantities of the 
Recessary extingulshant 
This joint contribution will en. 
able all six regional centres of 
the BRSCC and about 150 mar 
shals to take part in at least one 
practical fire-fighting training 
exercise. Because of the energy 
shortage, the BRSCC will not be 
undertaking the fire-fighting pro- 
gramme until later in the season. 
The BRSCC are currently seek- 
Ing sponsorship from major con- 
structors to provide a simple 
mock-up of a single-seater car in 
steel so that it can be used for 
raining exercises and survive 
multiple fire demonstrations, 
Response to the Roger William: 
son Fund, which asks drivers to 
send thelr unwanted fire-resistant 
overalls to Formula One, who will 
refurbish them and allocate them 
to BRSCC marshals, has been 
‘most encouraging. Furthermore a 
number of drivers, sponsors and 
marshals themselves have made 
most generous cash contributions 
towards the fund, 


Purley in 
FA Chevron ? 


It seems that as we were writing 
about David Purley in last week's 
Pit and Paddock, plans for him to 
drive in Formula Auantic under 
the SHARP racing banner were 
being finalised. As one of 
SHARP's school instructors at 
Goodwood, It seemed a good idea 
to run him in Atlantic promoting 
the school, and with his own Lec 
engine business preparing mills 
for Formula Atlantic cars, the 
ideal formula would seem to be 
Atlantic, although Purley himself 
had his sights set on F500, 
‘Although the season is upon 
us, it is hoped that he will be 
fut for the first round at Mallory 
Park for which he has an entry 
and currently, the best bet 
chassis-wise would seem to be a 
Chevron. Power will naturally 
come from one of his own engines. 


© As Jean-Pierre Beltoise’s wife 
will be undergoing an operation 
fon the weekend of the Race of 
Champions, JPB will not be able 
to race-debut the BRM P201 at 
Brands and the seat has been 
taken by Henri Pescarolo, 


WHICH WAY WILL YOU 
VOTE TODAY ? 


Our 56 page ‘Manifesto’ is colourful, well 
illustrated and completely free of charge. It 
clearly details our policy towards a wide 
number of major international events. 


USE YOUR VOTE TODAY. 
CHOOSE AN EARLY SEASON VISIT FROM THE 
FOLLOWING 
Spanish GP —April 28th from £29 
Belgian GP —Easy to get to from £26 
Monaco GP Sapna citferene itineries from 
£ 


Swedish GP —Weekend in Denmark and 
Sweden £67 


Le Mans GP —Five alternatives, from £19 


WE _CAN STILL OFFER BEDS IN MONACO AND 
BEST GRANDSTAND SEATS, BUT NOT FOR LONG 
ALL DEPARTURES ARE NOW HEAVILY BOOKED. 


DON’T DELAY 
VOTE TODAY 


Call KATE HAYNES for a reservation on (0533) 51211 
or use the coupon below to request a brochure. 


PAGE & MOY LTD 
136-138 London Road, Leicester, LE2 1EB 


Please send 56 page 1974 Motor Racing Brochure. 
Name 


Address 


Ford Rallye Sport in ESSEX 


Immediate delivery 


ESCORTS 

RS 1600s, RS 2000s 
x, & CAPRIS 

3. 


iso 
Complete Raliye Sport. Service 
‘and big stocks of A 


Ring 

David Brooker 
Ext 

Chelmsford 64111 


CARS (CHELMSFORD) LTD 
CHELMSFORD 64111 


Bary 5X 


TROJAN LTD. 


(RACING DIVISION) 


announce 

To accommodate their 1974 

programme they are moving 

into new premises and from 
March 4th, 1974 will be at 


Unit 1A, 

9 Trojan Way, 
Purley Way, Croydon, 
CRO 4TD 
Tel: 01-681 3111 
Telex: 21138 Two Four UK Ldn. 
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US F5000 settled: No 


SCCA/USAC agreement 


The North American F5000 cham. 
pionship has at last been finalised 
The SCCA has confirmed a seven- 
race series with a minimum purse 
of $50,000 per race, making up 
$350,000 in all, which with co 
Uingency and. manufacturer's 
awards is expected to finally 
total over $400,000, 

‘There will be no change in 
regulations as was recently 
rumoured for the SCCA‘s efforts 
Of running the F500 races in con 
junction with USAC have now 
fallen through. Cameron Arget 
Singer, the SCCA's executive 
director sald : * Negotiations with 
USAC for co-sanction of the 
series have brought. positive re. 
sults. However, both SCCA and 
USAC realise any delay in finall 
sation of an agreement would 


create a hardship on individual 
event promoters who. must init 
fate thelr 1974 promotional pro- 
gramme immediately. The negotia 
tions for a co-sanctioned series 
will continue with implementation 
targetted for 1975.” 

‘Amongst the various indicated 
entries for the series are a Par- 
nell Jones Lola 1332 for Mario 
Andretti, @ similar car from Jim 
Hall Carl Haas for Brian Red 


man, McCormack Racing Talon 
MRI-Chevys for Graham McRae 
and Som Posey, and David 


Hobbs in a Hogan’ Racing entry 
Brett Lunger is entered in. the 
Eagle, Peter Gethin in a Chev- 
ron and others include 
Hutchison, Eppie Wietzes, Horst 
Kroll, Skip Barber and Clive 
Baker, 


Dota Cars and the firm 
Auto Imports jointly announced this 
‘model, the T360, The car (s the resutt 
ment. It weighs 930 Ib and incor 


‘and deliveries start in April. 


v 


Qo= 


ates a thre 
the engine as a semi-stressed member. Hai 


~. » 


cxelusive North American importer Carl Hase 


week a new Formula Atlantic/ FB 
‘of two years’ study and develop- 

‘Quarter monocoque with 
has sold two cars already 


= 


(9) =_ 


Classic series 


‘The new monthly magazine cover- 
ing historic car matters, Classic 
Car, 1s sponsoring a new historic 


championship organised by the 
Historic SCC. Seven rounds are 
planned, as shown below, and 


provisional entries for the series 
are’ very encouraging—Charles 
Lucas in Nigel Sheffield's Ferrari 
LM, Richard. Thwaites’ Elva. 
BMW, Mike Salmon in Viscount 
Downe’s Aston Project 212, John 
Harper's Cobra,, Kim Mather's 
unique Breadvan” Ferrari and 
possibly Brian Redman will be 
making an. appearance or two 
With ® lightweight E-type. 

‘The classes are up to. and over 
2uitre front engines GT and up 
to and over 2-itre sports racing, 
and cars eligible must comply 
With the Post Historic section of 
the Historic SCC, le 1960-64. 
Points will be awarded on 9-6-3 
basis in each class. Competitors 
for this interesting new series 
must register with Martin Ryan 
At Harsnips Farm, Elmers Green, 
Dalton, via Skelmersdale, Lancs. 

In addition, the Historic SCC 
are planning three races for a 
ew category, covering the years 
1964 to 1967. Among the cars 
planning to compete are a 
Maserati Tipo 151, a couple of 
Lola T70s, a number of Ford 
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‘GTs0s and a Ferrart P2 

The Classic Car rounds are as 
follows 

March Silverstone, JDC 
April 15, Thruxton, BARC ; June 
&, Aintree, ACC ; July 6, Silver 
stone, AMOC ; July. 28, Mallory 
Park, BARC; August 10, Oulton 
Park L&CCC; September 15, 
Castle Combe, AMOC. 


Penske’s F1 


Roger Penske announced last 
week that he intends to race his 
new Formula One carin the Can. 
adian and United States Grands 
Prix this autumn. Penske said 
that he planned to complete a 
full development programme prior 
to the Mosport race. A driver has 
not yet been signed for the FI 
car and it is beginning to look 
‘as if Mark Donohue will do much 
Of the test driving. 

Penske also said his Sunoco. 
backed team will run a single 
McLaren MI6C with Offenbauser 
power for Gary Bettenhausen in 
all 11 USAC championship rounds 
Starting with the California 500 
at Ontario Motor Speedway on 
March 10. A second car, presum- 
ably last year’s Eagle for Peter 
Revson, will be entered at India- 
napolis only. 


Last year's Clubmen's _Super- 
sports champion Dick Mallock 
will be driving the works demon- 
Stration 1600.cc “B" Supersports 
U2’ model at Mallory Park. The 
idea of running the FF-engined 
car is to try to popularise the 
new “"B” class. Arthur Mallock 
is very keen on this new class 
of the Supersports Formula and 
has already sold seven U2s for 
the new category all of which 
should be completed by the first 
championship round at Snetter- 
ton on March 24 

‘The “B™ class regulations and 
their general low cost has enabled 
Mallock to build cars on specula- 
tion so that they can offer almost 
instant delivery. If at any time 
they have a spare available then 
Arthur will be racing it 


Because of heavy domestic 
commitments Dick Mallock will 
not be doing a fall season this 
Year but if, his championship. 
Winning car is not sold he will 


Mallock’s U2 plans 


Use it when circumstances allow. 

U2 business is currently boom: 
ing and production of the cars has 
Moved to new premises at High 
Street, Olney, Bucks (Tel: Bed- 
ford 711980) although the stores 
and maintenance department re- 
mains in Roade. So far seven of 
the new Mk 14s, with revised 
Tive axle, rear suspension 
and low ‘drag bodywork for 
Use, in Supersports "A" and 

B” classes, F1200, FF and hill 
climbing, have been sold and 
three Mk 15s with de Dion rear 


end for use in conjunction with 


more powerful engines up. 0 
270 bhp. One of the Mk 15s, 
which has been sold to. John 
Stuart for hillclimbing, will have 
the largest engine ever fitted to 
a U2 (an 1800.ce Swindon BDA) 
& rear-mounted radiator, a five- 
Speed gearbox and a Hewland 
limited slip diff, A Mk 15 has also 
been exported to Jamaica for use 
in Formula Caribbean by Rodney 
Chambers, 


Antar Marches 


The French petrol company 
Antar will be backing two works 
Supported Marches this year for 
French drivers Jacques Coulon 
and Jean Ragnottl. As last year 
Coulon will drive in F2, He will 
have a new 742 which will be 
based at the Bicester factory and 
& team manager and two 
mechanics will be provided by 
the works, Rather surprisingly the 
car will not necessarily be 
powered by a BMW engine all 
though quite what it will have 
is not known but « Holbay Pinto 
is the most likely 

Ragnotti, who last year drove 
an F3 March for Antar will have 
@ brand new 2-litre sports car 
with which to contest the Euro- 
pean championship. This car will 
Use a BMW. engine and. like 
Couton’s will be based at March 
and run by works personnel. 


Engine sales 


John Nicholson's 


producing customer Atlantic en 
Rines seems to have taken off 
quite nicely. In all, 10 engines 


have been built for customers, 
and these include a number for 
the States, including two Chev- 
rons contesting Formula B. An- 
other customer, ultimately bound 
for North America, is Chip Mead 
who will kick off his racing sea- 
son with a two-car team in this 
country in Atlantic before hea 
ing across the water for th 
Players series. As well as using 
his own engines for the Players 
series, Nicholson will be supply- 
ing engines for the Tony Walker 
Atlantic Ensign. 

icholson plans to have a ser- 
vice vehicle at every John Player 
round with a spare engine for 
hire as well as engine parts and 
Weber spares. 


McGuire’s 


Brian MeGuire — comeback. 


‘The Hexagon of Highgate F5000 
Trojan driven last season by 
Willie Green, John Watson and 
Damien Magee has been sold to 
former F3 driver Brian McGuire, 
‘The Australian competed in F3 
with a Brabham 8128 and BT38 
Under the AIRO banner with Alan 
Jones and Alan McCully before 
running out of funds and going 
into retirement in the middle of 
1972. 

‘He confirmed at Brands Hatch 
last Sunday that he will be doing 
the whole of the Rothmans 
series probably starting with 
Silverstone on April 7. The car is 
currently having deformable struc- 
tures fitted and will probably not 
be ready for the earlier rounds. 
One of the other Trojans cam: 
paigned in last year's, the Bob 
Evans STP McKechni¢ car, has 
been sold to Patrick Sumner who 
formerly drove a Kitchener. 
© Chris Ings will be competing in 
FF this season with a Van Die- 
man AF73 sponsored by Church 
Gate Hotel, Harlow, Essex. Ings 
formerly drove a Hawke DL2B 
before buying the Van Dieman 
which is Don MacLeod's BOC 
championship-winning car. 


The start of a new action-packed season at the Kent speed 

ing that only the short circu 

rogramme featuring Formula 
Ford with 3 heats and a final for the new Wella for Men 
Formula Ford Championship, a round of the Triplex 
Production Saloon Car and Tricentrol Sports and GT 
Championships and two fabulous races for the Simoniz 
Special Saloon Car Championship. 


START OF SEASON CHAMPIONSHIP CAR RACES 


BRANDS HATCH 
3rd MARCH 2.00 pm 


Organised by the BARC Practice from 9 
Adults 80p ; Children 30p : Stands and Paddock 
Parking Free 


BEDFORDSHIRE’S 
FORD RALLYE SPORT CENTRE 


Early delivery 


ESCORT RS 1600s 
ESCORT RS 2000s 
ESCORT MEXICOS 
CAPRI RS 3100s 
RRS MTS Sronrsenvce 
\ @ LARGE STOCKS 


OF AVO PARTS & 
ACCESSORIES 


_———eee ae a @ EXPERT SERVICING 
rh P4l# AO TECHNICIANS 


RING BRIAN EYRE NOW—DUNSTABLE 67811 


Tricentrol 


CARS (DUNSTABLE ) LTD 


55 LONDON ROAD DUNSTABLE 


Sort My Rallye Sport Centre 


Allard Engineering Limited 
High March, Long March Ind. Estate 
Daventry, Northants. 

Allard Motor Co. Lid 
51, Upper Richmond Road, S.W.15 


Allard Power Conversions 


BDA Rebuilds conversions to any competition 
specification. Also Formula Atlantic 
Capri V6, crossflows, twin cams. 


Supercharged Engines give you more power 
per £. spent. Ford Pinto SOHC from £585.00 
up to 195 b.h.p. Rover 3.5 V8 from £770.00 
upto 310b.h.p 

Dellorto Carbs and Conversions. 

FRD 30. Escort 1100/1300, FD2 30/20 Mini 
850/1000 40 DHLA. Cortina/Capri/Twin Cam, 
45 and 48 DHLA 

Allard Lievesley Camshafts. Complete Ford 
range. Escort 1100 to BDA 2000 full race. 
Steam Injection. Performance and Economy 
Conversions 

Superchargers ~ Belt driven and Turbo. 

Road and competition installations. 
Rover/Buick V8. Ford Pinto, 

MG Midget. Ford Crossflow 

BDA. MGB. Opel Ascona 1.9 

Capri V6 and Scimitar. 


Send s.a.e. for 1974 Price List 


WANTED ! 
7 RACE WINNERS FOR 1974 


Midland Automobile Club 


SILVERSTONE 
RACE MEETING 
SATURDAY, 9th MARCH, 1974 


Formula Ford—Production Saloons—Sports GTs, 
Mini Seven Formula—Special Saloons—Formule Libre 
Regulations : G. S. H. Ward, Heaton Ward Ltd, 
Western Road, Birmingham B18 7QC. 

021-554 8286, Ansafone. 


Specialist Expedition 
to the Sahara] 


Sucrons Africa 
> Abbey House, 
18 Dawes Rd., Fulham 
LONDON SWé6 7EN 

tel. 01-381 1388/1439 
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Pit and Paddock 


Briefly... 


© Following the printing of 
the Avrosporr calendar, the 
‘organisers of the Monza 1000 
kms (round 1 in the World 
Championship of Makes) have 
been given CSI approval to 
switch ‘the date of the race to 
April 21. The opening round of 
the European 2-litre series 
scheduled for Misano on March 
17 has also been postponed to 
a date in the summer. 


@ Brendan McInerney confirmed 
‘at Brands Hatch last Sunday that 
he would be continuing in F5000 
this year in the ex-Colin Hyams 
Lola which he shares with Trevor 
Twaites.. The car is currently 
being updated and Metnerney is 
looking for a competitive engine 
to putin It. Last season they used 
a Bolthof! which proved to be 
rather unreliable. 


© John Harris, the former deve- 
Jopment engineer at GRD, has 
recently joined Elden in the same 
position, The Kent-based com 
pany are obviously very keen to 
establish themselves outside of 
FF this year; Alan Jones con: 
firmed this. week that he has 
been offered an F3 drive while 

is very much on the cards that 
Tony Brise will be seen in a 
Holbay Pinto-engined F2 version. 


Former F500 driver, American 
Bobby Brown will be driving a 
March 74A in the John Player 
and) MCD Formula Atlantic 
Championships, under the banner 
of B&B Racing Enterprises of 
Derby. 


© Although he has recently been 
testing the Bill Shaw prepared Gt 
Dolomite Sprint Scotsman Tom 
Walkinshaw will be competing in 
the Castrol RAC British Saloon 
Car championship in a Capri. The 
car will be entered and spon. 
sored by ShellSport and  pre- 
pared at Boreham, 


© In response to a request to 
find out how many F3 com: 
petitors there are this season, 
MRC have already received 26 
notifications of intending F3 
entrants so the situation doesn't 
Took as bleak as first believed. 


CATCHPOLE 


Philip Dowell 


On a depressing note to the start 
of a new season, we regret { 
report the death of Philip Dowell 
following an accident, at Silver- 
stone in testing. 

A 25-year-old landowner from 
Ombersiey, Worcestershire, 
Dowell had been a keen supporter 
of historic racing over the past 
three years, owning a number of 

jassic Ferraris. and Maseratis 
Gncluding 275LM and 512 Ferra 
models) which he sometimes 
raced himself or entered for Colin 
Crabbe and Tony Walker. 

In addition to maintaining his 
imerest in historic racing. this 
season was to see the start of 
an ambitious two car Formula 
Atlantic team under the name of 
Lowdel Racing—a new Ensign for 
Tony Walker (Mike's brother) and 
the ex-Ken Bailey March 722 for 
himself. Tt was on Philip's second 
outing with the March during a 
test session at Silverstone last 
Thursday on the Grand Prix cir 
cult that he hit the bank heavily 
Opposite the timekeeper’s box at 
Woodcote, receiving severe head 
injuries to which he succumbed 
on Saturday 

To his wife Michelle and two 
children, ‘Avtosron offers Its 
deepest sympathy 


@ Brian Sims, who last year ran 
an Escort TC in special saloons 
willbe doing FF this year ina 
Crossié 20F. The car will be 
sponsored by Victoria's Restaur 
ant, Harrietsham, in the Townsend 
‘Thoresen championsbip and, when 
dates do not clash, the Wella 
rounds. 


© The Bob Amott Merlyn Mk 24 

jas been purchased by Tony 
Rivers, an MRS pupil, who will 
be racing It this year, entered 
by Robert Hazell. He will be con. 
centrating on the Townsend 
‘Thoresen championship. 


© Diminutive Swiss driver Silvio 
Moser will be driving a March 
BMW jn F2 this year. Last year 
he ran a Surtees TS10/15 
although he did have one outing 
in one of the Brian Lewis 
Marches. 


Brands Hatch 


Around 170 entries will be gath- 
ering at Brands Hatch this Sun- 
day for the start of the 1974 
British racing season after a 
worrying three-month period of 
uncertainty. Eight races are 
scheduled, half of which are for 
Formula Ford competitors who 
make up virtually 50 per cent of 
the entry in the Wella for Men 
FF Championship series (to con- 
form with the current restric 
tions, all races are of eight laps). 
Many leading names from last 
year appear on the packed FF 
entry list —many in new cars— 
while there may be new stars to 
emerge from the numerous novice 
drivers entered. Among the likely 
candidates to qualify for the final 
are: Syd Fox, Bernard Vermilio, 
Tiff Needell,’ Richard Morgan, 
Stephen South, Geoff Lees, John 
Stevens, Richard Eyre, ‘David 
Heale, john Murphy, Alo Lawler, 
Rob Wicken, Ed Wiicox, Graham 
Cuthbert, Richard Hawkins and 
Roy Klomfass. That bunch alor 
should provide some very clos 
racing, and mark a superb start 
to the 1974 British Championship 
Saloon cars are well catered 
for, with the opening rounds in 


the Simoniz special saloon and 
Triplex production saloon cham- 
pionships. The penultimate race 


in the programme comprises the 
‘over 1300 ce contenders in the 
Simoniz series and promises 
great excitement from Colin Haw- 
ker's “Solitre DFV-engined Ford 
Capri, Gerry Marshall's Blyden- 


© Despite various cutbacks, Ford 
Cologne envisage doing around 
50 per cent of the European Tour- 
ing Car championship rounds in- 
cluding the first round 

Other likely events 

ing, Zandvoort, 

Dijon and Paul Ricard, Once en- 
tries have been made by Ford 
for their cars, it seems likely that 
BMW will also enter. 


© Chequered Flag Formula Atlan: 
tic Ensign driver Ray Matlock 
was recently in Italy and Bought 
2. pair of Lamborghinis. How~ 
ever it transpired that these were 
not cars at all but skis! 


nza, Nick Whiting’s 1.9 
‘VC-engined| Escort and John 
jacdonald’s new 2-litre Escor 
‘The Minis from the 1300 cla 
should provide close racing t00, 
with entries from lan Bax, Rob 
Mason, Roger Saunders, Simon 
Ridge, and Terry and Paul 
Harmer. 

Earlier in the programme, the 
up to. I-litre “contingent of 
Simoniz special saloon contenders 
have their race and close racing 
is promised from the Minis of 
Peter Baldwin, Tony Dickinson 
and Phil Spurling and the Imps of 
John Homewood, Mike Chapple 
and Jeff Ward with the 850 sub- 
division including Neil Dineen 
Robin Brookes and Alan Rogers. 

There's a very assorted line-up 
of cars in the Triplex production 
saloon racé varying from the tr 
ditional Moskvich 4125 to Chet 
rolet Camaros with Firenzas, 
Alfas, Avengers, Capris and Es- 
corts’ providing ‘the filling to the 
sandwich. Significant entries In- 
clude Barrie Williams (Firenza), 
Jon Dooley (Alfetta), Zekia Red- 
Jep (Capri), Nigel Stovin-Bradford 
(Camaro) ‘and Alan Minshaw 
(Avenger). 

Also. in the BARC Surrey 
centre's programme is the new 
Tricentrol sports GT champlon- 
ship and sees a most competi- 
tive entry —Jeremy Lord's 3- 
litre Lola T280, Ian Grob’s Chev- 
ron B23, John Markey's Lola- 
BMW 212. turbocharged, Tim 
Goss’ Chevron Gropa, Jeremy 
Sumner’s 34-litre Chevron B16, 


Pete Andrews’ Martin BM10, 
Micha ‘Alexis and 
John Calvert's Camel:Huron, 


The first race, a Wella FF heat, 
starts at 2pm after morning 
practice. 


@in our report of the Surfers 
Paradise Tasman. champlonship 
race we said that Peter Gethin 
ran with Firestone tyres on the 
front and Goodyear on the rear, 
Which was not correct, During 
practice the VDS Chevron did 
try Goodyears but during the ra 

he ran Firestones which had 
proved to be half a second 
Quicker in the back-to-back tests, 


© Customers for new Formula 3 
March 743s for the — British 
championships include Jose Santo 
and another Brazilian, Jose 
Pedro Chateau Briand. 


By Barry Foley 


JME TOPENDISALL 


‘AND THE BOTTOMS SO 


NEED A REGRIND. 


LETS GET HER UP ON THE 
GENCM FORA QUICK TEST 
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Richard Petty makes a dramatic last-minute pit stop. 


DAYTONA S500 


Petty makes it five 


By GORDON KIRBY Pictures by CHARLES LORING 


For more than 200 miles a spectacular multi-e 
the bright Florida afternoon. Hut as the day wore on and the 2.5 miles of Dayton: 


train towed and thrust its way through 
= deep. 


bowl became ever more dusty and greasy Richard Petty and Donnie Allison broke (ree of 


the rest and the race became a foxy,  tigh 


fisted battle between the two Southerners. 


Bui their fight was spoiled by bits and pieces of broken engines which rst punctured one 
Of Petty’s tyres and then exploded two of Allison’s, giving him a long, viclous moment 
Which spun him on to the grass and dropped him to seventh. So it was Petty who took a 
comfortable win after a superbly ordered drive; a drive in which he controlled the fortunes 
of both the race and his own machine with absolute authority and dexterity. This was one 


of hls fine 


‘wins—It was his second in a row and fifth ev 


Daytona 300 victory—and 


it was a win that showed him perfectly as King Richard. 


Cale Yarborough Jost time to Allison and 
Petty in the pits and after tearing his way 
to the head of the pack he found himself 
alone and with no hope of towing his way 


into” contact again. Yarborough, finished 
second, still on the same lap as Petty and 
towing Ramo Stott and Coo Coo Marlin 


Into third and fourth places A, J. Fayt was 
lapped, dropping back to fiith during the 
final laps after his windshield was shattered 
by. pleces from Allison's tyre failure 

Engine failure dropped Bobby Allison from 
his comfortable place among the leaders 
while David Pearson's new Wood. Brothers 
Mercury retired after cracking its exhaust 
pipe and damaging the rear axle housing 
George Follmer hung on well with his small 
capacity 366 cubic inch Ford, showing him: 
self to be thoroughly competitive in this. his 
debut on the NASCAR ovals. But with less 
than 100 miles to go his Ford's engine 
‘blew up, slamming Follmer into the wall and 
putting him out of the race in dramatic, and 
typical NASCAR style, 


ENTRY & QUALIFYING 


NASCAR uns an exhausting 29-race Champ 
jonship—a series that spends most of its 
time deep in the warm, rolling hills of the 
Old South. Virginia, Tennessee, North and 
South Carolina, Alabama and Georgia. Those 
fare the states that are the real home of the 
Stock car men, the Good Ol’ Boys whose 
Style and form of racing is uncompromisingly 
hhard, yet whose zest and enjoyment is second 
to.none in the world of motor spar. 

‘These days the season starts in late Jan- 
uary through the unfamiliar twists and turns 
of Riverside’s Californian pavement, alvhough 
‘only a dozen or s0 of the truly serious 
NASCAR professionals travel west for the 
race. But February is the time to. think of 
Florida and the Daytona Speed Weeks and 
‘most of all of the 500 (nobody, absolutely no- 
body calls it the Daytona 500). 

‘This year with the lurking darkness of fuel 
shortages and political traumas dampening 


8 


the background, the Speed Weeks were cut 
to Speed Week and the 500 was trimmed to 
450 miles, After it was all over Bill France 
Senior the ageing but bright gentleman wh: 
oversees NASCAR and the Winston Cup for 
Grand National cars was able to announce 
that a saving of nearly 28 per cent had been 
made in fuel consumption in comparison to 
last year. 

But down in the Daytona garages there was 


tle sign of an energy shortage. The cars 
were as colourful and Immaculate as ever 
thelr new chassis and shapes being tuned 
carefully but rapidly to the first oval race 
om the season. Of all the new cars the one 


receiving the most attention was the Wood 
brothers’ Mercury, its red-trimmed white 
shell carrying the familiar Purolator Filters 
Sponsor for David Pearson who last season 
won 10 superspeedway races. The Mercury 
was a 1973 model—the Wood boys are not 
‘ones to rush into something—and it was 
finally replacing the ‘71. Mercury which had 
carried not only Pearson but also A. J. Foyt 
‘and Cale Yarborough to numerous wins dur: 
ing the previous three years. Obbiouly 
new 7.0-litre stocker was working just as well 
‘on its maiden outing as the older car ever 
had for Pearson was clearly faster than any 
body, averaging 185.017 moh on his quality 
ing run. This would be the 20th tin 
Pearson had started a Grand Nation: 
pole position. 

Beside Pearson was his old nemesis Richard 
Petty whose gleaming blue and STP orange 
Dodge was easily the most thoroughly pre 
pared and immaculate car in the place. Every 
bit and piece of Petty's car fits togerher as 
perfectly as one could hope for, Everything 
gleams and glitters and the clarity of the 
Paint and graphics are beyond peer. But 
Above all it functions just as it should. After 
Richard. managed a mere 183.176 moh for 
second fastest, the entire team withdrew into 
thelr garage to ponder and search for a 
little more: time. 

These first two filled the front row with 


their qualifying times, but the rest of the 
field had to earn their starting places by 
their finishing order in the two 112.5 miles 
(clipped from 125 milers) heats, As it was 
both Pearson and Petty dropped out of their 
respective heats, Pearson packing it in after 
Josing a couple’ of Japs with flat tyres and 
Peuty pulling of with a broken motor. 

It) was Bobby Isaac who won the first 
qualifier and therefore took up the inside 
position on the second row, This was Isaac's 
first race after announcing suddenly that he 
was retiring late last year. ““I missed it more 
than anything else in the world.” ‘That was 
the way Isaac described his equally sudden 
return. He won the heat in good style, emerg. 
ing. early on towards the front ‘of the 
leading 13-car group and finally managing 
to break clear in company with George Foll- 
mer after Pearson's demise, Follmer's small 
Goulitre, RC Cola Ford clung to Isaac's 
bumper over the last few laps as George 
quietly learned his new business. He thought 
that he had things fairly well weighed up 
‘and was waiting to dash by during the final 
Sprint away from the banking only to run 
jnto heavy traffic on the last lap and be 
forced to accept second 

“Just a few seconds behind Isaac and Foll 
mer came the Allison brothers, Donnie and 
Bobby. Donnie, the younger of the two, 
just settling back into Grand National racing. 
after coming back right at the end of last 
year while Bobby continues with his lucrative 
Eoca-Cola support for his new Chevrolet. The 
Allisons towed around together easily and 
comfortably, their similar cars working well 
fafter engine troubles in practice 

Cale Yarborough drove his mew Chevy ex. 
tremely well in the second qualifying heat. He 
Jed almost the whole race despite some sharp 
‘tacks from both Petty and-A. J. Foyt and 
fafter both retired with blown engines Cale 
held his lead handily to the end, earning a 
starting place on the second row. Poor Foyt 
was just settling in for a last lap dash from 
third or fourth place when his Purolator 
Chevy exploded spectacularly on the east 
banking. This was particularly upsetting for 
AJ_ who had gone ‘through two engines in 
Practice which had kept him well below the 
180 mph_mark. 

Jim Vandiver's private ‘72 Chevy finished an 
excellent second to Yarborough having been 
Fight in the thick of the leaders towing 
match throughout the whole heat. Hershell 
McGriff has moved up to Grand National 
racing this year after many years in the 
Sportsman class, particularly on the western 
United States circuit. For 1974, McGriff hi 
organised a consortium of private backers and 
he has bought the second Petty Dodge which 
Is finished to the same precise specs a 
Richard's car and painted with equal clarity 
in blue and gold. McGriff did a thoroughly 
respectable job in taking third place behind 
Vandiver and ahead of Benny Parsons, the 
current NASCAR Champion who is yet an- 
other to have a brand new Chevy for 1974. 
Gary Bettenhausen had been among this lot 
with the red, white and blue Penske Racing 
AMC Matador which is now managed by @ 
certain Mark Donohue. The car, in its new 
Smoother configuration, ran well but Betten- 
hausen went out with a blown tyre so that 
he had to start the 00 towards the back of 
the 40-car field along with Foyt 
RACE 
More than 100,000 people had  thtonged 
their way into the huge stadium by 
mid-morning. But It was a morning that was 
Uncharacteristically cool as the. sun was 
masked by grey, puffy clouds which were 
being blo the sky by a blustery 
wind —a wind that was whipping its way 
through the Daytona bowl and twirling clouds 
of dust and paper about the track. So it was 
that the 40 rumbling stockers rolied out for 
this 16th Daytona 500 on to a dirty track 
that was being swept by unnervingly strong 

‘The two rows of cars formed tight lines 
behind the pace car and as they rolled on to 
the east banking every car pressed its nose 
eagerly behind the bumper of the preceding 
car. The huge infield scoreboard flicked on, 
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indicating the start at 20 laps (thereby im. 
mediately ,making up for the 50 miles which 
had been “edited to save fuel). The flashing 
lights of the pace car flicked off and its 
driver pulled briskly into the pits as the 
almost perfectly aligned field gathered itself 
together and hurled Its way towards the 
starting line. 

‘They exploded in a massive roar beneath 
the green flag, the neat order now being slung 
together as car after car dodged and darted 
their way oUt of line, throwing themselves 
on to the banking in great thundering clumps 
Petty tucked himself up against the wall and 
thrust ahead as they soared on to the first, 
full banking, but Donnie Allison had slashed 
his way as low as he dared and it was his 
Blue and gold Chevrolet which pinched its 
Way ahead'as they shot down the long back 
straight. Then, as they arced on to the west 
banking it was Pearson's white Mercury which 
popped out of the bunch and catapulted ahead 

‘Again they flattened out and rushed for 
the end of the lap, one great roaring clump 
of cars throwing up a curling cloud of dust 
like some great ocean liner laying back the 
dark water, they shot 
by the deeply stacked grands 
slashed up beside Pearson followed hard by 
Petty. Parsons. and the Allison 
brothers. Alres 11 cars had broken 
free and clear of the great bulk of the 
field. 

It went on like that for nearly a hundred 
miles spoiled only by a couple of yellow flags, 
one on the third lap when McGriff spun for 
nearly a quarter of a mile down the back- 
‘Straight, his bright machine lost in a cloud 
of oll from his blown engine. The leaders 
‘Stayed together with Yarborough and Pear- 
fon doing most of the leading although,Cale 


The green flag is given for the start of th 


lost contact for a while when his windshield 
was cracked by debris from a four-car shunt 
Which sent him into the pits for a quick 
tape job. Yarborough was able to tow himself 
right back into the thick of it but Pearson was 
less lucky. Somewhere around the 50th lap his 
exhaust pipe broke and after a couple of ultra 
Quick stops to have it strapped into place he 
found himself more than half a lap behind 
just as the fleld was accelerating away from a 
few laps behind the pace car. For a while 
Pearson sawed his way alone about the track 
throwing his Mercury into long, brash slides 
high upon the banking, picking up small in- 
crements. of time and reeling in the tail- 
enders. But a few laps later the car’s exhaust 
pipe broke again and banged against the rear 
axle, damaging it enough for Pearson to have 
to crawl slowly in to retire. 

Around this time Follmer had moved his 
way to the front of the queue, benefiting 
from a couple of yellow flags which brought 
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year’s Daytona 500. 


Cars adopt ull sorts of angles coming off the Daytona banking ! 


his underpowered Ford back into contact 
after George had dropped away from the chase 
Of the first few laps thanks to the relatively 
poor acceleration of his white machine. But 
now Follmer was right there and he was 
even able to tow his way to the front for 
& couple of brief moments. The car was very 
"toose” however—Bud Moore had set it up 


as light as he dared so that George would 
have room for error as well as making his 
superspeedway baptism physically less de- 
‘manding —and Folimer had a couple of very 
tense moments when the car almost got away 
from him as he jumped out of tows and 
the changed air would upset the car's balance. 

‘As the first 150 miles went by it became 
clear that nobody was able to break clear 
of the group. There were 10 cars at the 
front now; the Allisons, Petty, Yarborough, 
Foyt, Follmer, Parsons, Isaac, Coo Coo Marlin 
and Ramo Stott. Yarborough had now settled 
into a comfortable run after doing much of 
the early leading. Foyt had towed his way 
neatly up from the very back and for a 
While the Allisons had played with each 
other, making a couple of efforts at breaking 
free with careful brotherly help but never 
quite succeeding. 

It wasn't until the 64th lap that Petty first 
bothered to throw his Dodge into the lead. 


When he swept banking and 
nosed ahead the grandstands rose to thelr 
feet and exploded in a single cheer, But It 
was only a dummy run for Richard. He, most 
Of all, knew that it was useless to try to break 
free of the long train. But as he arced his 
way around the banks, flicking the throbbing 
machine, letting go. gently, gently, then catct 
Ing it lightly and smoothly King Richard's 
authority looked ever stronger. He, above 
could go wherever he liked throug! 
turns, Working his way e 


he liked situation demand 

‘The first of the front runners to 
from this battle was Follmer who lost over 
lap ‘when his Ford stalled after a regular fuel 
and tyre stop. Then Bobby Allison's Chevvy 
blew up and he coasted into the pits and 
slid the powerless car straight into the pad: 
dock 

‘On the 114th lap Jim Hurtubise ticked the 
wall and spun off the east banking, his ‘72 
Chevy sliding on to the grass and back acro 
the road. Immediately the yellow flag came 
out and immediately Petty, Yarborough and 
Isaac pitted for fuel and outside tyres. The 
next lap Foyt and Donnie Allison came in 
‘and these two got back out just behind Petty 
whose crew were making incredibly rapid and 
ordered stops. The green flag came out on 
the 117th lap and Petty and Allison were able 
to break away under acceleration as Foyt 
lagged and held up the rest. Yarborough had 
been back in sixth place when the green fl 
was waved and though he had soon caught 
and passed both Foyt and Isaac he was un- 
fable to close on the leaders without the help 
Of @ partner and after a few laps of trying 
hard to close the 58 margin he settled back 
waiting for a yellow flag to help his cause 

down to the pit crews, On 
the 147th lap Petty peeled off and came in 
for a 9 s fuel stop. Two laps later Allison 
was in for both fuel and outside tyres and 
when Donnie gct back out he was more thon 
5. s behind Richard. For the next 20 laps 
Allison fought hard, picking up every possible 
inch of ‘read with ‘each car that he lapped, 
rushing deep inco their vacuum and darting 
out at the very Iast instant. But despite hi 
energetic efforts Allison could pare off only 
helf a second from Petty's lead. 

On the 168th lap Fatlmer's engine exploded, 
the white Ford slewed sideways, its tyres 
burning off the rims before the car catapulted 
sccund and shot against the wall. The yellow 

jag came cut for George's misfortune and 
on the mext lap Petty lead Allison into the 
puts, Richard's was the first pit in the long 
line end just as he came to a stop Donnie 

me by aiming for his pit which was per- 
.aps 100 yards farther along. Petty's stop was 
Quick, the Dodge taking on outside tyres and 
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The battle for the lead! 


fuel, but Allison's Chevy was simply fuelled 
and’ he was able to get rolling just a few 
Scant moments after Petty. Richard was going 
quicker though and as the two cars got two- 
thirds of the way along the wide pit road 
they were very nearly side by side, But Petty 
was being forced farther and farther to the 
Outside and just before he could draw level 
with Allison his outside wheels touched the 
grass and Kicked up a great cloud of dirt as 
they spun helplessly, So it was Allison who 
now shot away first, 

But the yellow flag was still out and with 
the end approaching Petty decided i was 
best to come in again for inside tyres. So 
with fresh rubber all round he was back out 
and in fifth place on the road behind the pace 
ar, Allison had hesitated on this lap and it 
wasn't until the next time around that he 
decided to come in for outside tyres only, 
‘ketcing back out in 10th place on the road. 

Two Japs later the green flag waved from 
the starter’s stand and Petty shot into the 
high groove and snatched away one place 
immediately. By the end of the lap he was up 
to second and as the field sprinted down the 
back-straight the STP. Dodge streamed through 
to the head of the pack. But Allison had been 
driving with equal energy and as Petty lead 
on to the banking Donnie had carved his way 
to within one car of Richard. 

Just two and a half laps after the green 
Petty and Allison were nose to tail, again at 
the head of the fleld while Yarborough, who 
bad yet again lost time in the pits, thanks 
principally to bad luck with the backmarkers, 
was fighting his way back ahead of Foyt 
and Marlin into third place although now a 
full lap behind. By lap 180 the first five 
were all in a bunch with Petty leading from 
Allison but as they poured off the east banking 
the nose of Petty's Dodge dropped abruptly 
4nd he slung the car out of line and dove for 
the pits, the left front tyre blown by a piece 
of metal. It looked as if it was all over for 
Pecty, After a quick change he found him- 
self some 37 s behind Allison who was now 
comfortably leading. 

Petty was working hard now trying to 
close up with the leading group who were 
actually almost a lap behind him, But he 
Knew that if he could catch them he just 
might have a chance of towing his way up 
to Allisdn. Then, on the 189th lap, with just 
11 2,5 mile sprints to go it all changed. A 
backmarker running just ahead of Allison blew 
up and spun down the banking and as Don- 
nie throttled back under the yellow flag his 
Tight side tyres both exploded with a sharp. 
piercing shot, the rubber torn by bits from 
the broken engine. Allison's car lurched into 
& nasty slide, heading sideways towards the 
wall, But Donnie threw himself into holding 
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RACE OF CHAMPIONS 


Donohue’srichswansong 


It was Mark's race almost from the beginning. He had been clearly ‘quicker In practice. He 
snatched the lead on the third lap and after George Follmer spun, Donohue paced himseif to 


the flag with the same uncanny clarity of style which he has brought to every and any machin 


he has ever driven. So Mark Donohue Is the first International Race of Champions winner—in 


all he won three of the four races—addi 


‘a fine icing to his CanAm Championship of Iast 


year and bringing a fine end to a thoroughly remarkable career. 


It_ was a good race, a fascinating display 
of differing ‘techniques of driving the 3.0 
Porsches. But the six-car field was too slim 
and after a few laps the six Carreras were 
‘soon lost among the vast Daytona landscape. 
Unfortunately then the IROC did not live up 
to its Riverside promise although the theory 
continued to work well and with the continued 
‘efforts of Roger Penske and Riverside’s Les 
Richter, who co-promoted the IROC, the races 
will undoubtedly become a Big Thing. In the 
world of American motorsport the 
nds out as the start of something 
good. Something very good indeed. 
Daytona was three full months away from 
the excitement of the Riverside qualifying 
heats. Three months of preparation. Three 
months to ponder tactics. Three months of 
waiting. Now at Daytona, in the midst of the 
y and spectacle of NASCAR's Big Stockers, 
favourite parlour game of Americ 
enthusiasts would be played out to a real 
answer, Who is really the best? Is it the Fl 
types? The USAC oval racers? Or the stock 
car men, the Good Ol’ Boys who charge 
around the speedways of the south-east ? 
With Roger Penske at the helm the Inter- 
national Race of Champions had been 
promoted boldly. Every motoring publication 
In America had lavished innumerable pages of 
Ink on the race, pages that were brightened 


by huge, bright photographs of the sparkling, 
gift-wrapped Carreras. Part of Penske’s 
programme called for the televising of all the 
races and three weeks prior to Daytona the 
fist of the Riverside heats burst across ABC's 
“Wide World of Sports’ programme. Jackie 
Stewart brought his knowledgeable commen- 
tary to the TV screens of the country on both 
this and the following two weekends. Every 
thing was geared precisely and dramatically 
Gust who ts the World's best Racing Driver ?) 
to the middle of February and Daytona Beach. 

After Riverside seven of the Porsches were 
sold while the remaining eight were shipped 
back "to Germany and overhauled with 
Teutonic thoroughness. They were not only 
repaired and rejuvenated, they were modified 
and. improved. Riverside had been an intro- 
duction, a learning session, and now Porsche" 

on Intended: to hone the 300 bhy 

‘enough edge for the half- 

dozen IROC finalists to be full of nothing but 
praise for the little GT cars, 

By January the cars were on their way back 
across the ocean and Peter Gregg and Al 
Holbert—both Porsche drivers of considerable 
repute and experience—arrived at Daytona 
Beach for a full week of testing. They found 
the ears transformed by a few detail chany 
Stiffer springs—coils all round—had been 
Installed, not only to adapt the cars to the 


Gary Bettenhausen spins hi 
Chev. 

the car off the concrete, pitching the wheel 
this way and that, the Chevy slewing and 
‘snaking its way along the road in vicious 
twitches for perhaps 400 yards before spinning 
on to the infield and tearing a trail of dirt 
high into the air. Allison pressed on though. 
limping around the track's concrete apron 
towards the pits. But he had to do nearly a 
full lap like that and by the time the wheels 
had been changed he had slipped to over a 
Ip and half behind Petty. 

‘So Petty found himself with a surprisingly 
comfortable lead, now tailing the four-car dice 
for second which shortly became only a three- 
car train for A. J. Foyt, who had been right 
behind Allison when the latter's tyres blew, 
had his Chevy's windshield shattered by frag- 


Matador, in front of Dick Simon's Dodge and Cale Yarborough's 


ments of rubber. The unlucky Foyt tried to 
hang on to the tow but his windshield wi 
flapping madly inside the car and he was 
forced to ease right off and drop to fifth just 
ahead of a vastly disappointed Allison. 

Cale Yarborough dealt easily with his pur- 
suers Stott and Marlin and managed to pinch 
his way clear over the last ¢wo laps into a 
good second place. 


ih ty mt 
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Follmer takes the lead in the Porsche race with Revson taking a wide line. 


G-forces of the high Daytona banks but also 
to Improve the sensitivity and Tesponsiveness 
Of the roadgoing machines. The brakes, which 
had’ given considerable. trouble at Riverside, 
were’ adjusted” with more. rearward bias, 
although the long Florida. straights seemed 
to provide more. than. enough. cooling to 
Ruarantee a longer life for the pads and discs 
Avsmall aluminium tip, which’ will ‘be. incor 
Porated. in future. production. Carreras, was 
died to the large ‘spoiler ‘cum gngine cover 
andthe Porsche engineers tolled. endiessty 
over ‘thelr dynos, fddling and tuning. the 
tngines to within 5 bhp of each other 

‘When the Carreras derived in Florida they 
were fitted with new radials from Goodyesr 
The "compound "and" construction was 
Unchanged but’ the carcases of the slick 
radials boasted a new fbre fabric called Exten 
wich is supposed to be stronger than steel 
and. far fear stretchable ‘than nylon. Sure 
enough the television coverage ofthe IROC 
final was sprinkled with ads. promoting the 
new ‘race-proved" Aibre. Such is the thorough 
ness of the Pentke Productions. IROC 
Ponckage. 

POn the Monday before the Friday final the 
six drivers arrived to. begin. practising. with 
the (wo Porsches which had been selected as 
the “Muten" Te would "not "be until after 

lualifying.that the drivers would select thelr 
face machines ‘and, as at Riverside, they 

Couldn't touch the cars other than moving the 
Seat to suit their individual frames. 

‘Again there were just two flying taps 
allowed. for offical ‘qualifying. It was Mark 
Donohue who was fastest, doing 2 ™m_00.75 5 
round the 3.81 miles of Daytona's combined 
road and oval course, Donohue drove fercely 
to that time, hinting. at almost every Instant 
Of locking brakes "or handfuls of Tock, Yet 
never actually allowing the crisp little Porsche 
to show any such ragged edge. Revson was 
Second fastest, just less than a tick of the 
atch off Donche’s pole. Peter was exception- 
ally smooth and precise, the only discernable 
Place he was losing time to Donohue was in 
Boing down through the gears progressively 
Father than directly as Mark was doing. David 
Pearson was third quickest, barely. slower 
than Revson with a best of 2m OL77 s. The 

tina, forced his. Porsche hard under 
braking, leaping onto the throttle and holding 
the car Inneat,understeering sides away 
from its, apexes. “"Ah'm missin shifts every. 
Where ‘though,” said. ‘the " darkly-tanned 

Pearson. 

Fourth best was George Follmer, looking 
good and tight, much like Donohue but letting 
the car roll into a little excess oversteer so 
that he was a bit disappointed with his 2 m 
b1s2's, Bobby Unser just nipped A. 3. Foyt 
for fifth fastest. Both of them missed their 
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braking point and slid across the grass for 
the first road-course corner which Isa tricky 
double apex, tightening radius loop coming 
off the banking. Unser’s 2 m 02.19 s was 
one-hundredth of a second better than Foyt. 

For the first lap only in the race were the 
six Porsches able to use the full oval. They 
were to accelerate straight onto the banking 
and on around the tri-oval before finishing 
the lap and then diving down to the infield 
to start the 25 lap International Race of 
Champions in earnest. That first lap should 
be a close, place-swopping towing match, 
destined to mix up the field and throw them 
onto the infield circuit in a vastly different 
order than the three-row grid. 

Follmer dashed out from behind Revson as 
the colourful, streaming nucleus of droniny 
Porsches accelerated away from the start. As 
they arched onto the banking Follmer sliced 
his way across the nose of Donohue’s orang 
Porsche as Pearson's shocking pink machine 
dove low, edging up beside Mark. Unser and 
Foyt rushed into the gaps ahead of them so 
that a tight glut of five cars darted and 
Streamed in pursuit of Follmer. 

‘They towed and feinted that way for nearly 
3 full miles before diving down to the infield. 
‘As they slashed off the banking barely an 
inch of grey tarmac was left open. Dust puffed 
‘and squirted into the air, tyres squeeled and 
Strained and Revson and Unser, anxious to 
slice their way into striking positions sawed 
and pressed their cars hard up behind Foyt, 
screaming down the road side by side, leaning 
lightly but sternly on each other all the while. 

Follmer clung to his lead as they sprinted 
back towards the banking. gaining a few 
feet here, losing the margin there. Any 
advantage was only momentary and it- was 
still one tight group which snicked their way 
through the gears and swung onto the banking. 
But just as they did so a sad wail came from 
the grandstand and a red car slipped away. It 
‘was Foyt who trickled down to the flat apron 
and trundied along the backstraight, his engine 
broken and his race over. Already it was down 
to five, but even before AJ could coast around 
to the pits it became obvious that Pearson 
too was in trouble. An ominous blipping of the 
throttle and clashing of gears hinted at the 
failure of third gear which dampened Pear- 
son's attack and forced him into an unhappy 
cruise to the finish, 

By the third lap the race had settled into 
its pattern. Donohue had towed himself ahead 
of Follmer and these two had broken away 
from Revson who was working hard at 
maintaining a few car length’s cushion to 
Unser. The uncanny precision that has won 
him a CanAm Championship and a reputation 
for calculating faultlessness was once again 
carrying Donohue into a strong lead. Follmer 


was pressing him though, darting about in 
Mark's mirrors, holding his Carrera with more 
authority and Clarity with every new lap. 

As the sixth lap went by it became clear 
that the Donohue-Follmer duel had broken 
all hope of Revson or Unser challenging for 
the lead. There were now nearly 6 s of space 
between the two battles and the leaders were 
pulling out very nearly a full second every 
time they wound their way around the flat, 
infield road course. 

There seemed to be a stalemate settling 
‘down around this IROC. It had become a gam« 
of wait and see. Follmer was now forging an 
almost identical pattern to Donohue, aiming 
his way tighter and easier In the wake of 
Mark's neat flicks. But this was Donohue's 
very last race. It was a race he meant to 
win and he just wasn’t ready to show his 
hand. Mark had tried to break away without 
success—the long straights of Daytona don't 
Jend themselves to that particular tactic. So 
now Donohue began a quiet effort at outfoxing 
hhis pursuet, Occasionally he would make a 
little slip, leaving a small but tempting gap 
for Follmer to dart into, But George knows 
that game well and he stayed unmoved in 
Mark's shadow. It was beginning to look a 
if this would be won on the last lap scramble. 

But then, on the ninth lap as they nosed 
into a closing radius right-hander Follmer 
went for second gear and found nothing, 
Again he tried. Nothing, Dammit the selectors 
‘were jamming! It was too late, the yellow car 
half-spun in a cloud of blue smoke and Mark 
vanished into a comfortable lead, 

For a few laps 
holding off the tens 
Revson. But they were edging closer and 
closer and after 13 laps Follmer crept into 
the pits after missing a few more and 
ticking at least one valve in the flat-six engine, 

Donohue eased his way to the flag. It was 
yet another finely orchestrated victory for the 
‘man. A crowning achievement toa quiet 
career of perfection that has been just that, 
Mark Donohue needs no loose superlatives t0 
bolster his vast abiliti 

Revson and Unser fought hard and long 
for second place. First it was Revson leading, 
then it was Unser, Peter would tow by on th 
banking, only to have Bobby return” the 
manoeuvre. Then Revson would outbrake 
Unser but under the harsh  paint-swapping 
pressure he slid onto the grass and the USAC 
hero powered ahead again, This was a carbon 
copy of the race for the lead which had 
dissipated with Follmer's gearbox troubles, 

Revson by this time had discovered a 
slight, high-speed miss which allowed Unser 
to control things under acceleration and 
around most of the two miles of banking, But 
Peter also found that at the very top end of 
the rev range it was his Carrera which was 
faster*Unser knew it and he knew that Pet 
‘would hold off his attack to the absolute I 
possible moment. 

It was Unser who lead the final lap and ai 
they came off the east banking and. tore 
towards the flag he looked safe from Revson's 
final fling. But with less than a hundred yards 
to go Revson popped out from behind and his 
purple Porsche began to edge its way inside 
Unser’s blue car. Slowly, oh so slowly, the 
darker car drew alongside. Bobby knew it 
was all happening and now he tried desper- 
ately to intimidate Peter by pressing his way 
tighter and tighter against Revson's machine. 
For a brief moment they touched and as they 
separated Revson edged ahead. Second place 
was hist 

Into fourth came Pearson, classified as two 
laps down after deliberately missing the infield 
twice, unable to show us the great stuff that 
had made him such a favourite at Riverside. 
Despite his troubled finish the applause 
rained down from the grandstand and across 
the drone of his pink Porsche. 
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Moment of truth 


SANDOWN PARK 


Gethin ta 


Peter Gethin (Chevron) 
almost wraps it up 


Story and pictures by MARK 


Luck followed Englishman Peter 
an almost assured Tasman crown la: y 
When he cruised to victory in his Team 
VDS-Chevron B24 in the seventh round of the 
Peter Stuyvesent $100,000 Tasman Cup at 
Sandown Park, near Melbourne. While his 
competitors were dogged by bad luck, Gethin 
won. as he pleased, leading for 37" of the 
race's 52 laps around the 1.9 mile cireult to 
Score his second victory of the series. 
Second, 14.1 seconds behind Gethin, was 
defending Tasman champion Graham McRae, 
who fought his way through the field from 
fan eighth on the grid start, battling a slipping 
throttle slide and out-of-tune engine along the 
way. First. round winner Johnnie Walker 
piloted his Lola T330 into third place 

icing with McRae for much of the ra 
followed by Gethin’s team-mate Teddy Pilette, 
who was slowed by failing brakes throughout 


the event, and championship contender Max 
Stewart (Lola T330).. Former Australian 
champion Frank Matich looked set to win 


the race after dominating proceedings for the 
first 15 laps until the failure of his Matich 
AS3-Repco’s water pump ended his chances, 
while current local champion John MeCormack 
(Ansett Team Elfin MRS) saw his champlon- 
ship bid disappear just as quickly as the air In 
the two punctured tyres that robbed him of 
any chance of becoming the first Australian 
‘Tasman champion. 

The weekend started on a somewhat con. 
troversial note when Team VDS drivers Peter 
Gethin and Teddy Pitette slammed the circuit 
organisers over inadequate track safety. The 
pair complained of the abysmal state of cer- 
fain parts of the track as well as what they 
thought were “ death trap” heights of some of 
the so called safety barriers. They said that 
the track surface at Torana corner, the slowest 
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to the meeting, Non-starters were Howle 
Sangster from Western Australia, whose 
Gardos OR2-Repco was apparently not ready 


In time, New Zealanders Reg Cook, Alan 
McCully” and led to 
appear, the Ml was 
burnt ‘out way to 
Christchurch for shipment to Australia, Locals 
Don Fraser and Australian Rules football star 


ym were nowhere to be seen, 


Paul 
¥ yet having finalised his purchase 


FOGARTY of the ex-Frank Matich ASL 
e remainder of the lineup was as for 
n the 1.9 mile circuit, was dangerously rutted ra last week, very few changes having 
while the guard rails’on the entrance to the been made to the cars at this most crucial of 
causeway under Dunlop bridge were too high, rounds. Ansett Team Elfin again. elected. not 
enabling a car to bury itself under it with to run the as yet unproven Elfin MRO-Leyland 
die consequences to the driver. Repeo, although driver John McCormack ex 
Bae pressed his pleasure with the car and said 
ENTRY hat depending on the outcome of the race 
A somewhat meagre entry faced the starter he may run the car next week at Ad 
mn race day, although 21 were entered prior the final round of the Tasman, Me 


Johnnie Walker (Lola-Repco T330) had a hard time keeping Graham McRae behini 
conceding to the reigning champion and finishing third. 
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venerable MRS remained unchanged from 
Surfers, although a fresh engine was dropped 
into the car and a’ restricted exhaust system 
with a muffler was fitted (like all other cars) 
in accordance with the local council's ruling on 
undue noise! Frank Matich was well and 
truely back in the fray as a poteditial upset 
(as is McRae) to the point scorers and had 
the flat plane crank ‘in his Repco-Holden 
engine running in top tune; the difference the 
crank makes to the engine's sound is unreal, 
the car sounding as close to an Fl car as 
Australia will ever see! 

Team VDS-Chevron were “in top form, the 
only change to the team cars being that 
Gethin'’s again appeared with the standard 
Chevron rear end after struggling with a new 
design over the last two rounds of the series. 
Gethin was brimming with confidence at his 
chances of taking off the coveted Tasman 
€rown in his first Down Under appearance, 
while Piette was content to sit back and 
try to make a last minute dash from 
behind in the last two rounds. 

‘The rest of the field, consisting of the usual 
Lolas, were unchanged from last week, as 
was John Leffler’s F2 March 722. 


PRACTICE 


Practice got under way officially, amid safeiy 
prompted. screamings, on Friday. No repre 
Sentative times were recorded on the day, 
most competitors content with readying their 
cars for further official practice the next day 
(Saturday), However, almost ironically, Teddy 
Pilette nearly ruined his chances for the race 
when he spun backwards and knocked off the 
ning against! 
But, luckily, little damage was sustained and 
the Chevron was back as good as new on 
Saturday, 


Tat 


‘Above, championship squabble for second place? Pilette 


Competitors were really putting their times 
down in earnest on Saturday, led by Gethin 
who was throwing his Chevron around the 
circuit in almost gay abandon, performing 
beautifully controlled slides through Torana. 

But it paid off, Gethin recording a pole 
winning I'm Ll s after fitting higher gear 
ratios to the car in the second session. Frank 
Matich put the cat amongst the pigeons with 
his 1m 13s clocking, although nearly at 
the expense of an engine. Nearing the finish 
of the last session his Repco engine started 
to seize, resulting in a quick overnight change 
by his crew. 

Although not as spectacular as his British 
team-mate Belgian Pilette had a trouble-free 
practice run after his “nearly didn't” the 
day before and scored a second row position 
with a Im 14s, A mere tenth of a second 
slower was Australian Champion John McCor- 
mack, who was having trouble with a new 
Himited slip diff which was changed overnight 

Heading the third row of the grid was Kiwi 
Graeme Lawrence, who recorded a 1m 16 5 
after an absolutely trouble free run, giving 
Graeme confidence for a race for the first 
time in the series. Another tenth of a second 
slower was Johnnie Walker, who cruised to a 
no problems 1 m 1.7 5, ahead of Max Stewart 
on I m 1.8 s! Eighth on the grid was Graham 
McRae on I m2 5, by this time thoroughly 
fed up with this whole Tasman deal after 
having blown $60,000 on the series already. 
All told, a mere nine-tenths of a second 
separated the first eight cars on the grid! 

Completing the grid line-up were 
Warwick Brown (I m 2.9 5) after stuffing the 
nose of his Lola T332 into the fence at Torana 
after locking up the brakes on entry, severely 
damaging the front suspension of the car; 
David Oxton (1 m 44 5) with = down on 
power and overheating engine; Garrie Cooper 


Chevron leads Max Stewart's Lola, 


fourth and fifth being their respective finishing positions. Below, backmarkers Oxton (Begg) and 
Elfin constructor Garrie Cooper failed to finish. 


ee 
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(1 m 47 5), slowed by wrong ignition timing 
settings and failing brakes, both of which were 
only partially remedied overnight; Garry 
Pedersen (1m 5.1 s): Baron Robertson (1 m 
65 5); and John Lefiler (1m 84s), vainly 
trying to keep up with the 5000s, as “tail end 
Charlie.” 


RACE 


A far from capacity crowd of 21,000 saw 
Matich take an early lead in the race after 
overhauling a fast starting Gethin before the 
first turn, followed by Pilette, McCormack, 
Walker, McRae and Stewart ‘out of Sheli 
corner. Half a lap later at the top of the 
circuit’ McCormack passed Pilette at Goodyear 
corner and moved into third position, Bar one 
exception positions were held for the next two 
laps until "McRae made his move into Shell, 
leaving Stewart in his exhaust fumes—for the 
second. time—for good, Matich had a good 
Tead on Gethin at this stage and didn't 100k 
like being pressed, although on lap 4 he 
noticed the “water temperature rising. Two 
laps later a tell-tale stream of water trailed 
the car, while on the next lap McCormack 
slowed through Torana amid a haze of rubber 
smoke, having hit the kerb at Shell and 
knocked his steering so hard that the impact 
bent the steering arm. On lap 11, after having 
Sustained a puncture in the front left tre 
in the meantime, he pulled Into the pits for 
a tyre change and was out again a few laps 

Drama hit hard on lap 15 when Matich 
retired ina pall of smoke, the water pump 
pulley having jumped off early in the rai 
Cutting circulation and doing internal dami 
to the engine, From here on in the race was 
Gethin's, what little interest that was left 
coming from behind him 

McRae was now pushing Walker hard for 
lap on end crying to find a way past. The 
break came on lap 19, when McRae flashed 
into second place at Torana, On the same lap 
Lawrence pulled into the pits with overheating 
problems caused by a blown gask 

Next lap McRae lost his place to Walker 
again, but came out on top on lap 26. Behind 
them ‘Stewart was putting pressure on Pilette, 
who had been very much off form with failing 
brakes from the start, but wasn't able to 
get past him due to a down on power engine, 
Lower down the fleld Oxton and McCormack 
(sul working his way up through the field) 
were hard at it, while even farther behind 
Leffler managed to displace Robertson's rather 
fluffy Elfin. At the same time, Cooper's 
engine went on the rough, later’ diagnosed 
as a blown head gasket 

‘On lap 41 Pedersen pulled out of 
atter a pit stop on lap 7 (to cut off his right 
wing, which had been knocked astray on the 
first lap when he nudged Oxton’s rear wheel), 
his engine having stopped out of Torana, 

From now on the race order held its station, 
although McCormack suffered another punc: 
ture on the third last lap, but was out again 
to be classed as a finisher on the last lap. 

With his win, Gethin now has an almost 
unassailable lead in the championship, only 
having to finish no worse than sixth to win 
the title, Gethin crossed the line 14.1 » ahead 
of McRae, who later said that he had no 
hope of catching Gethin because his throttle 


< slide had been slipping and his engine was 


down on power. 

Only Stewart can break the ten year over- 
seas stranglehold on the series, but to do 
this he must finish first and Gethin lower than 
sixth to win on countback, However, It was a 
supremely confident Gethin who mounted the 
victory dias, even though ‘his victory was 
Somewhat hollow considering Matich’s un- 
timely demise. Still, the lap times showed that 
Gethin wasn't mucking around, fastest lap of 
the race going to him at 1m iJ 


Congratulations to Peter Gethin on winning 
THE TASMAN CHAMPIONSHIP 


congratulate 
PETER GETHIN 
and the VDS Racing 
A Champion Team on their Tasman - 
pertormance win. 
from Peter Gethin 


CONGRATULATIONS C.7.6. RACING 
DEVELOPEMENTS 


Peter Gethin 


and the VDS Racing Team on 


and suspension for’ th 
‘or your requirement: 
to Peter and x x 


the VDS team. 
rel: Ferndown 71102 
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“What we need is 
intelligent laws 
intelligently appli 
‘and | hope that 
whoever gets 
elected today 
remembers that 
when he goes to 
his warm seat in 


J 


JOHN DAVENPORT 


‘And now for something completely different 
Monty Python's Rallying Circus prpudly 
Presents the Rallies Editor on the subject of 
Speed and what limitations, if any, should be 
inflicted on motor cars and thelr drivers. 

‘Speed limits affect all of us who drive cars 
inasmuch that during our licensed career as 
drivers, we all break the law at some time 
fand I suspect that the majority of us break 
tat least once every time we drive a car 
Of course, these are mere technical errors 
a genial motor-cyele cop once confessed to 
mein Park Lane North: ” We don't normally 
book you, sir, until you are at least ten 
miles an hour over the limit. Frankly, if 
everyone stuck rigidly to the limit in 
London we should have a 24-hour snarlup 
‘on our hands.” It is the same wherever you 
look ; on the motorways or on the by-roads, 
the imposed speed limits are often un: 
realistic and the general speed of the teaMec 
Teflects this, On most occasions, the police 
Fealise It as well and the motorist in this 
country should be eternally grateful for the 
Tack of harassment from the police. If he 


lived “In the Promised Land of USA or 
Australia, the almost total lack of politeness 
combined with a fiendish devotion for 


Booking People who go one fraction over the 
posted speed limit, would turn him into a 
Cop-hater overnight 


No limit 


The first general point that I wish to make 
is whether or not we should 
iY mite at all, If we lived In a 
slightly more Utopian society where either 
drivers were educated on how to drive 
properly or were at least selected by a more 
rigorous process than at present, I feel that 

‘could do away with speed limits al 
together. Consider that Park Lane and the 
Portobello Road have the same speed limit 
‘at the moment, but which would you con- 
sider prudent driving; 29mph in the Porto- 
bello Road or 40 mph in Park Lane? The 
former can be downright dangerous and the 
latter, not only safe. but entirely norms 
during a weekday. Weather conditions, traffic 
conditions, width of road, number of ‘parked 
cars, number of pedestrains ; all these affect 
what speed i on a particular piece of 
Foad at any given time. It is futile to stick 
up a sign which gives a maximum speed 
under which one can proceed legally under 
‘almost all conditions. 

‘At least some attention is being given to 
this sort of consideration. 1 read in the papers 
not 80 long ago that the lawyers were 
recommending changes in the speed limits 
as they felt that there were some pretty 
iniquitous ones at the moment. In particular, 
the thought that the upper speed limit on 
motorways could usefully be raised, though 
of course this was before the 50 mph limit 
‘was enforced to get us to save fuel. Most 
Important, they’ wanted to see speed limits 
imposed which the motorist could respect as 
being a reasonable restriction upon his 


AUTOSPORT. FEBRUARY 28, 1974 


Purely personal 


freedom to drive a. motor car. I think the 
phrase used was to the effect that it is a 
bad law which attempts to compel a person 
to perform an unnatural act. In my book, 
travelling down a motorway designed for 
safe speeds well in excess of 90 mph in a 
modern car capable of efficiently exceeding 
90 mph at a speed of 50 mph is downright 
unnatural. What should be strengthened is 
the police power to prosecute for careless 
and ‘dangerous driving. If T am doing my 
29 mph in the Portobello Road full of 
shoppers, I should be up on a charge of 
dangerous driving. and equally if 1 was trying 
to maintain 50 mph on a motorway in thick 
fog, I should face prosecution for careless 
driving. In short, the prosecution should take 
into account Whether what is being done is 
carelessly or dangerously anti-social 
Unfortunately, it seems that we cannot at 
the moment educate those of us between 
the age of 17 and infinity to realise what 
sort of speed is suitable for the conditions 
in which we may find ourselves driving a 


Twits 


While we keep the school teachers in this 
country starved of pay and privilege, we can 
hardly expect a new elite to emerge from 
our secondary schools capable of under 
standing anything beyond the fect that wher 
there is no speed limit, you can go as fast 
you like. 1 can quote you many examples 
‘of ignorance on behalf of holders of driving 
icences that I have met which I think 
Hlustrate how much more positive education 
we have to get- involved in rather than 
sticking up signs with numbers on all over 
the country. One man in early middle 
brought his new car into a garage to have 
headlights adjusted because people were 
hing him. Tt transpired that he had no 
Idea of the function of a dip switch and 
thought that headlights were elther on or 
off. T saw in the paper the other day that 


© man of 27, presumably with some 
years of driving experience, had a head. 
on. accident with another car when he 
had overtaken on a double white line which 


was dotted on his side, He thought that that 
Have him priority over the oncoming traffic. 
The reporter did not tell us where he thought 
they were going to go as he swept towards 
them! Then two days ago, | passed a man on 
the M4 who looked to be in his thirties. He 
Was changing a wheel in the slow lane. while 
on the left of bis car was a deserted area 
known as the hard shoulder. 

‘Such maniacs are licensed to’drive on our 
roads and though the white line merchant 
Tost his licence, the other two are presumably 
still at liberty. You can almost certainly think 
of lots of other examples. The point is that if 
people had been properly educated in how to 
@rive and given some incentive to take an 
Interest In good driving, none of those three 
gentlemen need have been a danger and at least 
‘one accident could have been avoided. There is. 
therefore, a strong case for improving the 
standard of people's driving and thelr aware. 
ness of dangerous situations before they are 
allowed to drive solo. 1 feel very strongly 
that you do not improve the standard of 
Iearning by slapping restrictions on everyone, 
including the bright pupils. One country with 
the most severe restrictions on speed is the 
USA’ and the general standard of driving 
there is appailingly low. Most of the jokes 
about bad driving stem from the USA and 
over there they. only crack jokes about 
serious things like Vietnam and the Nixon 
administration. 


Good drivers? 


The curious thing is that most British 
people are quite proud of the way they 
Grive. You would be very pushed to find o 


driver who would admit to his standard 
being less than“ moderately good” while you 
would have no difficulty in finding plenty who 
would consider themselves above average. 1 
fam not talking about motor club members 
now, but just the ordinary man behind the 
Wheel of his BLNIC/Ford/Chrysler/Vauxhal}. 
It is no good scaring the pants off him by 
telling him that speed kills and then sticking 
him in @ nose-to-tail queue at 50 mph com- 
pletely unprepared for the conditions in which 
he has to drive. In order to deal with the 
enormously complex variety of situations 
Which can occur on the road, one must try 
to give the driver a certain Independence 
of thought and not engender in him a reliance 
on authority and “stick to the limit at all 
costs” technique, 


Re-examine 
convicted drivers 

The driving test, if Mt is to measure any. 
thing. should. try. to measure ‘whether the 


driver can judge his 
conditions prevailing. It should also see how 
observant he is of things happening around 
him and what are the Inherent dangers in 
the situations presented to him as he drives 
‘along. Obviously the training that the driver 
Fecelves before he comes to the test must 
be more comprehensive than it Is at the 
moment and I would suggest that some form of 
written examination be held before he even 
ets to see the examiner and do the practical 
test. But the onus should be on the aspirant 
driver to show Worthy “of the 
licence. In the same way, he should have to 
continue to show auch worthiness throughout 
his career as a driver. Should he ever be 


‘speed to sult the 


White lines, then this should 
be reexamined and his licence held 
abeyance until auch time ax he re-passed 


Intelligent laws for 
intelligent drivers 


From this you will have gathered that 1 
believe that speed limits are unnec 

Tead to. lot of wasted time on 
motorists, the police and magistrates. I think 
that it would be much better to treat adults 
in an adult way and if anyone shows that 
they are not capable of acting responsibly as 
a driver, then they must, however reluctantly, 
forgo the privilege. Obviously, in the same 
way that an overall blanket limit is an insult 
to the intelligence of us all, a ban on speed 
limits would be equally unthinkable. If one 
assumes that in a speed-limit free world, 
the driver would be concentrating more, then 
there would be less need of road signs and 
those that we would have could really mean 
something. Those ridiculous illuminated signs 
on the M4 which often show a 20 or 40 mph 
speed limit long after the stricken car or 
roadworks has been removed, only bring th 
real caution signs into disrepute in the same 
way that the legendary shepherd boy did 
with his cries of “wolf.” In this context, 
Speed limits could be imposed on stretches 
of road with hidden dangers or where, be- 
cause of scenic interest, the tourist could 
reasonably be expected to slow down, 

‘What we need is intelligent laws intelli- 
gently spplied and 1 hope that whoever gets 
flected today remembers that when he goes 
to his warm seat in the House of Commons. 
‘Otherwise, our traffic may take a leaf out 
of Industry's book and slowly seize up as 
my anonymous policeman in Park Lane 
realised. 
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DEVELOPPEMENT MOTEURS MORAND 


1635 La Tour de Tréme - Switzerland 


phone: 010.41.29.29001 telex 36142 


Top of the range is the Capri Gi 


NEW CAR 


with different side moulding, wheels, 
Other extras include halogen lamps, sunroof, etc. and available in 2 


litre or 


Enter the Capri Il 


The Ford Capri has been a very successful 
car, over 1 million having been sold all over 
the world. As a. result of suggestions by 
owners, dealers and the Press, the car was 
reatly Idproved during its lifetime, but there 
Femained some criticisms of the driver's view 
to the rear and the rather limited luggage 
Space, Finally, It was decided to introduce a 
new series with a body designed to cure these 
shortcomings. 

‘The Capri Il has a new 3-door body of the 
fashionable sports-estate type, The rear door 
has a very window, which overcomes 
the reversing and cop-spotting problem. It 
opens upwards, assisted by gas-filled struts, 
anda cover may be fitted from the door to 
the rear seat-back to conceal the luggage 
from Iii-disposed persons. The rear seats may 
be folded forward to give a flat platform, bi 
there is also a central division, so that hi 
the seating may be retained while the other 
half Is used for long impediments, such as 
fishing rods or guns 

In_addition to the big rear window, the 
side windows are also deeper, giving a much 
Tighter interior, The back window may be 
fitted with a windscreen wiper and washer 
which Is standard on the most costly ver 
sions, Naturally, some increase > weight 
js inevitable, an extra 45 Ib of 
being used, but the body is now sturdier in 
the ‘interest of safety, particularly in 


roof structure. 
The suspension resembles that of the Capri 
1, except that the rear track has been wid- 
ened by 2.3 In. The front suspension is by 
MacPherson struts and an anti-roll bar, while 
the rear end features alive axle on. semi- 
elliptic. springs, also with an anti-roll bar. 
Rack and. pinion steering is used, with 
yptional power assistance on the large 
models. 

A basic 1300ce pushrod engine is offered in 
‘a car with simplified equipment and a one 
plece propeller shaft. There are three four- 
Cylinder engines with belt-driven single over 
head-camshafts. These are of 1600ce and 
2000cc with twin-choke Weber downdraught 
carburetters, and a tess potent 1600 with a 
Single-choke Ford instrument. Finally, there's 
the well-known 3-litre V-6 pushrod job. All 
these engines are in unit with 4-speed 
synchromesh gearboxes and automatic trans: 
mission is optional on all but the 1300 model, 
‘As mentioned above, the 1300 has a plain 
propshaft but the other cars have divided 
Components with a central rubber-mounted 
steady bearing, ‘There are three universal 
joints and the slip-joint Is in the gearbox 
extension, so that plunging motion is trans 
mitted from the axle via the end-float of the 
Fubber housing containing the steady bearing 
No doubt the designer feared lack of lubrica- 
tion of sliding splines on the pinion stub 


Hatch back door is @ major new addition to the Capri I range. 
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Disc front and drum rear brakes are em- 
ployed on all models, servo assistance being 
standard on all except the 1300, for which 
it may be specified as an extra; disc and 
drum sizes are stepped up to match the more 
powerful engines. 

‘A Ghia version of the 2000 and 3000 
models is available, with special seats, up- 
holstery, and carpets, in addition to ali the 
available extras. Externally, there is a vinyl 
roof covering, plus a moulded stripe along the 
side and light-alloy wheels. The appearance 
is noticeably different, though the same body 
shell is used. 

Unfortunately, my trip to Devonshire to 
test the Capri Tl coincided with continuous 
rain and floods. I covered a fair mileage but 
T cannot pretend that I really extended the 
cars, I first sampled the Ghia 3000 and found 
ita smooth and flexible car, with plenty of 
torque in the middle ranges. The front seats 
are very comfortable but the rear compart- 
ment is more suitable for small women than 
tall men, 

The ride is rather choppy at low speeds 
in towns but smoothes out on the open road. 
The big Ford swings along at higher speeds, 
running quietly apart from a little wind noise 
and some road noise on the rougher surfaces, 
The stability Is excellent on roads that are 
almost rivers, while the handling seems very 
Safe, Further comments on this aspect must 
await a test under less extreme conditions 
it was difficult to drive really smoothly be- 
cause there was a lot_of backlash in the 
transmission, causing a “clonk” when going 
from over-run to drive unless the accelerator 
were feathered with some skill, The test cars 
Were pre-production vehicles and it’s possible 
that some non-standard clearances had crept 
In. Over the hump-back bridges and hilltops 
that abound in Devon lanes, the big bonnet 
tended to obscure one's view of the road. 

Later, I drove the 4-cylinder 1600 GT, with 
the twin-choke carburetter. Naturally, one 
missed the reserve power of the six-cylinder 
Engine, the smaller overhead camshaft unit 
preferring to rev rather than slog. Provided 
that the gearbox was well used, the car had 
Quite a useful performance, but I was sorry 
22000 was not available as this would 
Probably be the best compromise. The back- 
fash in. the transmission was much less 
noticeable on this model 

Though the Capri II is perhaps a rather 
tess "sporting car than its predecessor, it Is 
a much more practical machine which will 
Suit many families admirably. During a period 
When the emphasis Is no longer on ultimate 
performance, this latest addition to the new 
Sports-estate cars is certain of a warm 
Mrelcome. Prices have gone up, of course, and 
will range from about £1335 to over £2000, 
according. to specification chosen. 


JOHN BOLSTER 
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Testing at Mallory Park and at Brands Hatch 


Pictures by PETER BURN 


Guy Edwards took his Lola T332 to Brands Hatch 
its European debut. Below is the front suspension 


a in a spot 
Made March 738 which he campaign 


of testing with his Royale 
Colin Hawhker's DFV engined Capri showed the cons and he's seen below at 


crowd what they could expect in special scloons this 
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SN 
Damien Ma his first dry run in the Monkey Brown ex-Re 
F500 L ‘Sunday 


Eee 


1) this year is this Chevrolet Camaro 
‘C championship. Below, the daunting 
a merry mixture of Supersports, 
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Lyons (in car) and John Morrison prepare 10 


Super Day: Sampling Britain’s 
most successful Super Vee 


By PETE LYONS 


To thos 
traditional 


who have adopted It, the relatively mew Super Vee Is a viable alternative to the 


nous throughout 
the World, so that the enthusi team may gain experience on equal terms wherever 
F5000 of the small sportscar classes and even perhaps more than F3, 
true International Formula. 
Recently there was an opportunity of trying the most successful SV of the 1973 British 
season, the Supernova (formerly the Tul) of M&S International operator John Morrison, at 
jodwood Motor Circuit, Because the writer freely admits he is by no stretch of any 
definition a racing driver this cannot be called a “test,” but it does represent an engrossing 
day “getting the feel” of a serious professional, up-to-date racing machine. 

‘The high point of the whole experience was 
being called in for a wheel change. A warm 
gusty breeze was drying early rain from 
the Goodwood surface, and John Morrison 
decided it was time to stop me wearing out 
his rain tyres. There I sat in the cockpit 
jacked up in the air, as “my” crewmen 
bustled around the four corners of the Super 
nova slaving after my every need, 

T felt my eyes squint in that distant 
expression of “I'm _ pondering-weighty 
matters-don't-bother-me-now'" that I've seen 
40 often from the outside. Now I was inside 
and I knew the truth. That troubled squint 
Is merely a mask to prevent outsiders like 
me realising just how grand it is to be 
inside! 

‘All too soon they'd bumped me down off 
the jacks and knocked all the nuts tight 
‘and shoved me back out on to the track. The 
car was alive again under my gloves. The 
shrill whine of gears and the stout, hyper- 
glandular thud of what had once been a 
Volkswagen motor behind my helmet warned 
me back to reality. Stop daydreaming. 
amateur onlooker, this is the other side of 
it. The serious side 

‘That strong engine made things happen so 
quickly! Hardly were we out of one section 
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‘Lyons’ track test of the championship-winning Supernova, 


and hardly had 1 begun to criticise myself 
for what I had done wrong, when the next 
section of the lap was being thrown at me 
The power had destroyed my sense of 
pattern. 

Morrison, displaying a sound self-interest, 
had let me get used to the cireult by driving 
ound and found in. one of his” school's 


Formula Fords, During 40-odd laps with that, 


1 realised later, my mind had settled into a 
pattern: Goodwood was thus-and-so to the 
Combination of me-and-Lotus 61. There was 
a certain order of events with a. certain 
Amount of time available between problems. 
Come straight after one corner, and it was 
possible to settle my thoughts, check the 


Rauges, and search the mirrors before align: 
ing the car with the entry to the next 

But in the Supernova! Even at the very 
conservative redline 1 had been asked to 
observe (and 1 observed it scrupulously, John) 
there was certainly 50 per cent more power 
hurling me along than I had become used 
to. Find the straight, check the gauges, think 


Lyons found the Supernova cockpit roomy with good visibitity 
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about the last comer and 
the brakes NOW! 

I never did get used to this ~ telescoping 
effect created by the greater power, and it 


ops! Get on 


Femains the main thing learned about the 
serious side of driving a racing car. I don't 
think I can quite imagine using the full 


redline (8000 rpm) and the full power (about 
150) of a good SV: just what a determined 
driver is facing in a really powerful machine 
ke, say, an F2 leaves me limp with admira 
tion, It isn't the problem of controlling the 
back wheels, it now seems to me, it's control 
ling yourseif—keeping your mind in tune 
with, and your body in phase with, an ever 
more rapid presentation of tasks 

So that's why racing drivers generally tend 


to be bright, quick people. And why T won't 
ever be a racing driver ! 

‘As a car to drive along the road, even 
ata level of incompetence like mine, the 
Supernova was a delight. The steering was 
perhaps the nicest thing, not only light but 


Silky ‘smooth as though someone had spent 
Tong loving hours honing the rack. The chassis 


felt very solid, too, as if it were made of 
sturdy pieces ‘soundly fastened. The inside 
Of the monocoque was extremely roomy with 


plenty of width across the seat (I have a 
problem in this area) and if a driver couldn't 
find enough leg room he's either inhuman or 
Dan Gurney. Some. racing cars give me 
trouble with the steering rubbing my thighs 
but there was no problem here either. The 
driver has a sensation of sitting rather high, 
fas if being more on top of the car than in 
but I realised this was a purely visual 
Impression created by the low scuttle and 
deep windscreen, Through the lower corners 
fof the screen one has a blue-tinted view of 
the whole front suspension and in fact the 
tyre contact patch Is nearly visible, 1 found 


odw 


The M&S Supernova r 
motor with forced draup 


wpotiates the 
t cooling. 
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od chicane 


that, 
road 


that 


although 1 

close 
Id of view added c 
the wheels, 


sia 
under 
infidence & 


actually watch the 
me, this excellent 
my placing 


Morrison has rather large mirrors set rather 
close in to the windscreen. They bothered 
me a little, but he appears to look over them, 
and he says the only disadvantage with such 
a good view to sides and rear is. “They 


abo 


Below, 


s 


Bro 


eed 150 bhp 


can see whether you've seen them or not!" 
For me, the fat vertical inlet trumpets were 
squarely in the way of a clear mirror-image 
aft, and the engine cooling scoops blocked 
any glance I might want to take at the rear 
suspension 


The only thing 1 didn't get on with was 
the gearchange. No matter what sort of 
technique I tried with lever and pedal, I just 


could not get that Hewland to select another 
gear without a nasty grind of protest. It must 
have been me, though, because John didn't 
seem to quite understand my complaint, as if 
he hadn't experienced it himself. 

‘Other than that annoyance, handling the 
machine was such a pleasure that it was a 


real effort of will to come in and stop. 
The Supernova felt like a serious racing 
instrument, ‘no toy at all. It behaved well 


For Instance, in the middle of the three-part 
bend called Madgwick there is a hump which 
feels very abrupt as you begin to press on 
The FF, a bit skittish anyway as I look 
back on it now in comparison, felt distinctly 
hairy as we nosed over the hump, and. the 
tail stepped out enough to require ‘a sudden 
definite correction with the steering. The SV. 


though, was a revelation, It felt the hump, 
it reacted to It, but without anxiety, Both 
ends of the car moved over, at almost the 


same instant, but so smoothly that 1 had no 
feeling that i needed to do anything but ride 
along: The chassis was taking care of every- 
thing. 

In the several SV races I've run across in 
the past cpuple of years I've been impressed 
with how the quicker drivers throw the cars 
through the turns with a lot of sliding. 1 don't 
know if this has to do with the narrow-rim, 
Dulging-sidewall tyres, and 1 don't know if 
Is really the best way through, but it does 


seem to me to bespeak a high degree of 
Confidence of these drivers in their cars. 1 felt 
the same confidence, or beginnings of it, In 
the Supernova; 1 didn’t get to the stage of 
throwing It but there were places I. was 
making the tail move sideways a little and 
to. me it felt as controllable and safe as 
driving # road car on dirt—one of my 
favourite joys! 

Yes, a joyful car, this one. 1 bad already 


decided from watching, but driving one made 
me convinced, Super Vee is a good formula. 
T' understand the objections that have be 
raised, but to me there seem to be over: 
riding advantages. There are several pragmatic 
reasons it should succeed, such as being able 
to draw reasonably inexpensive and abun- 
Gant parts from sources based in both a 
healthy racing industry (“standards racing 
equipment) and a healthy commercial industry 
(VW basic parts) ; the generous and concerned 
Support of Volkswagen ; the fact of SV being 
a truely world-wide class offering the 
Opportunity of racing in many corners of 
the globe; the point that the expense of 
the tars and the delicacy of tune of the 
engines requires participants to approach a 
season with professionalism. 

But beyond all that, the cars are basically 
imeresting enough to be worthwhile in them- 
selves. There's plenty of power, enough to 
impress me anyway. The noises are pure 
enough and purposeful enough—and loud 
enough—to hold attention from the spectator 
areas. (The harsh noise of gears and the 
solid beat from the engine made me wish for 
earplugs). My. personal experience with this 
Particular well-raced, well-tuned Supernova 
impressed me with how smoothly responsive 
a stock-block, restricted-tyre racing car can 
be. There was a lot in that fine chassis 
that I didn't know how to bring out. 

John Morrison made sure I had a visit to 
the Supernova works in Billingshurst, where 
in an atmosphere of well-lit efficiency Ian 
Williams’ crew of professional craftsmen were 
turning out smooth monocoque hulls by the 
half-dozen. They were also embarked on an 
¥5000, and the daydream of having a go in 
that excited me to palpitation, but the quality 
of the Super Vee chassis convinced me. That's 
where I'd start my racing career. 

If only I thought 1 were a racing driver, 
this is 


2 


VOLKSWAGEN 
THE POWER BEHIND 


SUPERVEE 


F. VEE RACING, VOLKSWAGEN HOUSE, 
BRIGHTON ROAD, PURLEY, SURREY 
01-668 4100 


For your 1974 
HARDWARE 
SUPPLIES 
KL Race Services 
Unit 66. Gorse 2nd Estate, 
Elveden Road, 
Barnham 
Nr Thetford, Norfolk 
Tek: Elveden 255 
Bolts and Nuts 
Nylocks Cap Heads 
Free delvery. Trade enquiries 
invited, 
Tel: Wymondham 5083 


RACE PREPARATION SERVICES 


Tet: Cambridge 44193 
‘The scientific approach to styling 


SPECIALISED MOULDINGS LIMITED 
Manutacturers, Designers and 
‘Stylists in glass reintorced 
plastic 
Redwongs Way. 
Huntingdon Trading E: 

Huntingdonshire 
Tol: Hunts 53537/8 


WF YOU CANT COME TO U: 
‘COULD COME To YOU 


FOR THE BEST SUPERVEE | ROYALE: 


PREPARATION ROYALE RACING LTD 
Ansell-James Competition ROYALE WORKS, UNIT 70 
Savices LITTLE STAUGHTON 
rebuilds undertaken on chassis AIRFIELD 
‘and engines. We are the LITTLE STAUGHTON 
experts in the field. Near BEDFORD, BEDS 
‘375 Ware Road, Hertford Tel.: Colmworth 509 
Tel: Hertford $316 


MINILITE WHEELS RACING GEARBOXES LTD. 


TECH-DEL LTD Hesrene 
32-36 TELFORD WAY Sales and Service 
LONDON W3 
Tel: 01-743 0103 Prompt attention to all 
orders. 


Sponsors of the Minilite 
Speediap award for Super- Manchester Street 
Vee Silver Cup Champion- Derby 

ship 1974. Tel : (0332) 40606 
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In their involvement in racing Ford have kept 
a low profile, even though Ford powers the 
Winners in nearly every Grand Prix, 
It is very important, I think, for @ company 
to decide why it wants to be in motor racing, 
and what it wants to do in motor racing. if 
you are going into motor racing for short 
term promotional advantages, you really ought 
not to go into it at all. ‘The Ford: Motor 
Company was actually founded on motor 
racing: in 1902, Henry tn a car that 
was called the “999,"" and steered by a tiller 
won something Uke 15,000 dollars in # race 
and about 10 days later, with this capital, he 
founded the Ford Motor Company. Racing 
has always been a part of Ford. 
He went into. Grand Prix racing more 
recently for the very simplest of reasons which 
jas that Coventry Climax came out, and It 
perfectly obvious to us that nobody else 
was poing to provide an engine 
‘We. always. felt. very strongly from the 
beginning that if we tried to dominate the 
scene, we would not help the motor sport 
uch, and I think that if you look at 
ation today, the degree of domination 
if we care to assert it, it would do 
more harm than good, It is very dangerous 
to let motor sport take aver too large a portion 
‘of your interests: It Is @ part of the motor 
Industry, but only s proportional part 
Every time you find a manufacturer of any 
kind who allows himself to. become too 
involved, or becomes 100 obsessed, you, find 
atomatically they get out of it, They 


Ford’s motor sport savin, Qecaze Boan, To wang 


Jim Clark's Lotus-DFV 49 leads Jochen Rindt's Cooper-Maserati in the 1967 Italian GP. The 
‘original development cost of the Cosworth DPV wax £100,000. 


activities explained See oat 


PATRICK McNALLY talks to WALTER HAYES, Ford's Marlboro have said that they foresee Grands 


1 Prix in Japan, Venezuela or Australia, "How 

Vice-President, Public Affairs do you feel about this? Do you think this 

What ts the extent of Ford's involvement in support. We also carried on with Graham — ' Being to be good for the sport? 

racing worldwide ? Hill which was the longest contract with a Yes 1 do, for the sport Is currently 

In 90 far as Ford has a significant motor driver_wé've ever had. In 1074 we have a R0lng through an international period. There 
Activity now, It Is virtually entirely contract. with Tyrrell because we think that 1S. however. a limit to the number of Grands 

centred in Western Europe, We are involved with two new drivers in the team and both Prix that can be run, For example, it seemed 
at every area of the sport that makes Jackie and Francois not driving any more, ‘US very hard work when we saw teams 


doing seven Grands Prix a year: now they 
are doing 15, and if you add three you've 


got 18 Eighteen is one Grand Prix every 


Us. I think In the course of our they need some help. We still have ac 


history we've been involved in nearly every tract with Graham. Hill. But our. total 
of 


a 'that Is not necessarily Formula 1 investment this year is less than e 
dit that way, but the difi- 20,000. three weeks throughout the year. 


culty of going motor racing for any ordinary ‘We have always believed where Ford is Ford UK is well known to be keen on racing. 
Individual or private owner who wants to g> concerned, that the important thing is to Mow about Ford Germany? Do you centralise 
motor racing is fundamentally the engine. provide the equipment which people can Your Euro-wide racing activities ? 


You can build or buy a chassis, Every- buy at reasonable prices and go motor racing. Ford of ‘Britain and Ford of Germ: 
body's problem is the engine. Even Colin Our job is to do the development, and provide ‘course Ford of France, Ford Italy 

Chapman, with is production cars, ha help and guidance. Our job Is not to sponsor others are very keen and interested In motor 
difficulty ‘until he made his own, ‘The great finance teams racing and. they alll different kinds. of 


thing about Ford engines is, of course, that 
they've been cheap, tough engines—ideal for 
motor sport 
What Is the breakdown of your motor sport 
budget ? 7 
There are four areas where the budget is 
involved. The first of them is the cost of 
maintaining and running the two competition 
centres—one in England and one in Germany 
They both have a manager who each have 
4 staff of about 12—there are about 30 people 
involved in the two centres, permanent and 
full-time. “Then we spend about the. same 
amount on rallying as we do on track racing 
Track racing is more expensive than rallying 
Then we have a series of national programmes 
in Europe, fun by the various Ford. com: 
panies, such as Ford France; and on top 
that we have the Formula 1 programme 
We have very little investment in Formula 1 
any longer—and we never really have had 
much investment, Originally, we decided tc 
develop and pay for the Cosworth Formula t 
engine, and that cost us £100,000. In the 
first year that we went into Fl, we gave 
Colin Chapman six free engines, and we alsc 
paid £10,000 for Jim Clark and £10,000 for 
Graham Hill as driver fees, and we ran that 
way for two seasons. Then we made ihe 
engine available to everybody and switched 
OuF support to the Tyrrell team, because bY 
that time Lotus were in a very powerful 
position, and the Stewart-Tyrrell team needed 


Walter Hayes, left, explains Ford's involvement to Patrick McNally 
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WALTER HAYES: 


“The V12 engine still has not 
proved itself—quite frankly | don’t 


know what the future of this pro- 
gramme is, but we will probably 
stay with John Wyer for one more 
year” 


Programmes. It would be ludicrous to have 
14 Ford companies in Europe all racini 
against each other with programmes tl 

jere not connected in some way. So 1 co- 
ordinate all the European motor racing activi- 
tes, and we discuss how we can best fit in 
together. For example, Ford of Britain is 
fundamentally ying team, and Ford of 
Germany is basically a track racing team, 
and they help and advise each other. For 
example, Ford of Britain raced German- 


Prepared Capris last season. 

We have a very simple view of this 
‘we believe that in early spring of this year, 
the fuel supply situation will sort itself out, 
and indeed, most countries in Europe even 
now don't have any great fuel supply prob- 
Jems. What they do 


fe and what ‘they 


It is our firm belief that there is going to 
be @ consider ion in the European 
motor industry between now and 1980, 
Decause the motor car remains a vital part of 
people's lives: it makes families moblie and 
gives people thelr freedom and it has done 
Femarkable things for the leisure boom. We 
don't feel that motor sport is going to have 
to do anything except prune itself a little, 
certainly in the short term, and maybe in the 
term t00. 

‘calendar has to be cut, which cate~ 
in your opinion, should’ be dropped ? 
That is a very difficult question because it 

ry ‘much from country to country. 
Over the years, promoters have tried to 
experiment more and more with economical 
formulae. It costs so much to put on 
Formula 1 race, it costs less to put on a 
Formula 5000 race, and even less for a 
Formula Atlantic, or F3 race. What I think 
the CSI could really do is to look at all 
the existing formulae and see if we could 
not do without one or two of them. But T 
think it Is very dangerous to dictate to 
people in motor sport. 

"As we have pointed out, the whole of the 
Grand Prix season could be run on the same 
amount of petrol that it takes one jumbo jet 
to fly the Atlantic. 1 don’t really believe 
that the sport should react in panic fashion 
towards the fuel crisis 
Now that BMW have pulled out do Ford 
still Intend to take the European touring 
car championship seriously ? 

That is another difficult question. The ideal 
of that particular championship ought to be 
works touring car teams competing against 
each other—it would be marvellous to see 
Mercedes, BMW, Fiat, Renault and all the 
others participating ; that would be the most 
fascinating form of motor sport there could 
be. I think the two or three years of BMW 
and Ford duels have been very exciting, but 
of course if BMW are going to withdraw com- 
pletely, Ford is in danger of coming back 
With Just hollow victories. Should we with- 
raw because other people have? We ai 
going to play it by ear. We are sending 
Works cars to the first race, We may just 
end up by doing the major events in the 
Series. If BMW sell their cars to private 
teams, so that you've got private teams run- 
hing works prepared cars, then I guess we'd 
have to think about doing the same. 

‘The 1976 European manufacturers’ champion- 
‘ship will be for Group 5 cars. This seems to 
be a perfect formula for your Capris. Will 
you be interested ? 

We would be very interested in that cham- 
pionship, and in fact, as I said to Stuart 
‘Turner recently, that if I had one wish for 
1974 it would ‘be to run one of our new 
Capris in a Grand Prix. I don’t know that we 
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could win one, but I'm absolutely certain that 
we could rome third. When we had Jackie 
and Emerson at Nurburgring last year, we 
timed them very carefully down the straights, 
through all the bends and out of the corners, 
‘and we were within seconds of a Grand Prix 
time. People forget this. 
‘What is the extent of Ford's present involve- 
‘ment in racing with John Wyer's Gulf research 
team, and whatever happened to the Ford- 
sponsored Weslake V12 project ? 
This does indeed, need clarification. When 
Ford US finished their Le Mans project, two 
things happened: we continued working with 
John Wyer and won two more Le Mans— 
with Ford Advanced Vehicles as it was called 
“after which the facility was sold to John 
Wyer at a very good price. We've always 
been interested in sports cars—I made a 
terrible mistake with a CanAm car, designed 
by Len Bailey and built by Alan Mann, 
because I forgot my own laws and started to 
get complicated and tried to do too much. 
‘When Joh Wyer got the Gulf contract, 
he wanted to run with a new engine, and of 
course, the trouble with the V8, as Keith 
Duckworth confesses, is that it is too demand- 
ing on @ chassis n'a 24-hour race. Every: 
body knows that. Harry Weslake had done 
a marvellous job for us on the original 
German Capris, and we were very grateful 
to him. We offered to help Harry to develop 
the VI2 which he very much wanted to do. 
Unfortunately, Weslake had problems with 
British suppliers, and it was delayed. The 
Vi2 engine still has not proved itself—quite 
frankly I don't really quite know what the 
future of this programme is, but we will 
probably stay with John Wyer for one more 


your financial arrangement at present 
with John Wyer? 

Just help with the engines. That's all 
‘Stuart Turner Is known to be more inclined 
towards rallying. Now that you are no longer 
personally championing Stuart, 1 feel ihere 
fe a risk that the Ford effort will tend towards 
rallying. 

T think this Is what people chink about Turner 
— and it really is not true. Ir is true that he 
never had any involvement with any single. 
‘eater cars until he came to Ford. I believe 
‘Stuart would argue with you that if you 
want to be Involved in Formula 1 in five 
years’ time, then you must be Involved in 
Glubs today. Our policy in Europe is to 
‘encourage club and national racing. This does 
ot mean that our Formula 1 support is going 
to change, and I have promised Ken Tyrrell 
continuing support just as when he had Jackie 
Stewart. 

Some people have sald that racing Capris 


and BMWs of today are every bit as sophist!- 
cated as a Formula 1 car. What is your 
opinion? 
Tentirely agree, and that's why I say I'd love 
to run a Capri in a Grand Prix. People who 
think that these touring cars have become 
too sophisticated should bear in mind that 
this form of racing exists, simply because of 
the regulations, and we race in it because 
fan ulimate form of touring car racing is 
important to a manufacturer for it allows him 
to discover more about his own product. 
Tve been told that the Safari Rally cost you 
£150,000, Will you be doing it this year? 
That is a great exaggeration, The last time 
we did the Safari, it cost us £50,000. We are 
not doing it this year because of the high 
costs. That does not mean that 1 don't think 
rallying is not important — in the RAC there 
were over a million-and-a-half spectators at 
some points of that Rally which proves its 
popularity. The most they ever had in Britain 
for a Grand Prix was 40,000 
What was your budget in last year's Group 2 
Racing European Touring Car Championship? 
I could not say because the way our motor 
racing budget is broken down, it would just 
‘be included in the competition centre's budget. 
I would guess that our total European cost 
for all motor racing last year was probably 
around £300,000, 
Do you think that the CSI exercises enough 
control over motor racing today? What 
changes would you suggest in the CSI's 
goveranient of motor racing to make It more 
‘efficient? 
T must say that I find less reason to argue 
about the CSI than almost everybody I've met 
If you think about the international govern- 
nisations of every other kind of intes 
‘sport, the CSI seems to do a less 
quarrelsome job than practically any of the 
others. I think that if there is 
with the CSI it is that it has been too 
ic for too many years, but ¢har is surely 


really 
things: Spend this year consulting 
deal of people and Ii 

shadow of opinion, and then at the end of 
this year, come up with a kind of Green 
Paper on motor sport. Then make some 
decisions, and stick to them. 

Do you think, for Instance, that they should 
consult. more’ with manufacturers like your- 
self before making decisions to change 
formula. 

No, I don't think so because there ix always 
the danger of people feeling that powerful 
manufacturers are exerting unnecessary 
influence and 1 don't think thelr viewpoint 
needs to be taken into account, 
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The rear radiator prototype Cosworth Capri pictured at the Lommel test track. Belgium. Below 
Kranefuss,, 


Ford’s Cologne assault 
and the new G2 Capri 


By DOUG NYE 


“1 tell you, If 1 was trying to work in England at the moment—susse—1 would shoot myself!” 
Mike Kranefuss, Competitions Manager Ford Cologne, held an Imaginary pistol to his temple, 
and pulled the trigger, 

‘Stuart ‘Turner, Ford Director of Motor Sport, put it rather more sobrely—if less. vividly: 
‘We are having to review all our budgets with regard to the current situation in Britain and 
In Europe. Any big company which isn't looking very carefully at cil its budgets at the moment 
just cannot be regarded as a very serious company, and in this respect the policies and 


restrictions of one may well affeet the policies of another. 

“In the past four days Ford has lost two drooping blond moustache (what a Japan. 
very enthusiastic major sponsors for racing ese friend described to me as " Mongolian 
nd rally activities due to Internal budgetary style"). The name-board on his office door 


Considerations, and this will obviously have reads simply “Mike,” and beside it is a head: 
f@ serious effect on what we do this year fand-shoulders photograph of the inan himself, 


"The same considerations apply to taken from behind and showing his gleaming 
Cologne operation and. the European Chi bald pate with its trailing halo of fair pair, 
plonship, and we are currently discus and the "Ford: lettering on his rally. jacket 
fust exactly What we are going to do. By the The inference is obvious, this Is where the 
time your story's published, Doug, we'll be brains of Motorsport Cologne are housed 
Able to say more exactly how our programme Mike was brought up in a family laundry 
is going to look. and dry-cleaning business, and studied ex 
P'had. just returned from a yisit to the tensively in textile engineering before having 


Motorsport d 


iment at’ Cologne when his first conta 


{with competitions. This deve: 


Turner delivered. this sombre commentary on loped from a friendship with Karl von Wendt. 
current events. The compact German works which saw Mike working full time to build 
team were In the thick of building up ateam an ambitious race circuit on the Baron's 
of Cap saloons to accept the new dohc land at Gevelinghausen, Nord Rhein. Unfor: 


Cosworth-Ford V6 engine, and were I 
forward enthusiastically to @ season in wh 


tunately planning problems (yes, they have 
them in Germany as well) caused the scheme 


they hope to win back their European title to be abandoned, and Mike then spent two 
from BMW. But ear sales have plummeted, years in an advertising agency 
and against this dark commercial background During. this period he began racing an 
itis hard. to. justify expensive competition Abarth GT in 1968, and then moved on with 
programmes before the accountants and inter- some success to driving various Alfas and 
ational top-brass BMWs until August 1, 1968, when he helped 

The. announced withdrawal from the found the Ford competitions department a 
European Championship by BMW took much assistant to Jochen Neerpasch. Work began on 
of the wind out of Mike Kranefuss’ sails, | V6 Taunus cars for the London-Sydney 
coming as it did long after his company's Marathon, using a tiny garage block dwarfed 
‘own 1974 programme had. been launched by the vast Rhine-side Ford production plant 

je says: “For us the timing of BMW's at Koln-Niehl 
pull-out was not good. It pulled another of Eventually the department moved into its 
my good arguments for continuing racing out current spacious, but by no means palatial, 
from under ‘my feet, but T guessed their de purpose-built workshops, and. the variout 
cision was understandable. They are busy Escort and Capri racing programmes were 
building Formula 2 engines, building custom. nitiated. Mike raced these cars occasionally 
ers cars and so on, and Jochen Neerpasch in national German events, and did quite 
has to show a profit for his company. Per- well to place third overall in an Escort TC 
haps now they will run a small works entry in the saloon car event supporting the 1971 
in the Championship, but Alpina could still Eifelrennen. 
make a good battle of it perhaps with cus. Then, in April 1972, Jochen Neerpasch 
tomers. cars. Whatever happens, make no moved to Munich to govern the BMW com. 
mistake that this is just a small part of what petitions programme, and the extrovert and 
Could be the most critical year ever in motor Articulate ‘Kranefuss took over as Competi 
Sport history. tions Manager at the Niehl plant 

Kranefuss is a lightly built 35-year-old, Jochen’ Mass subsequently won the Euro: 
casually dapper in dress, and looking very pean Championship in one of the Cologne 
much the modern young executive with his Capri RS cars, and then last year’s title chase 
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the Ford of Cologne competitions manager, Mike 


saw that titanic yearlong struggle between 
the two. German teams—Ford and BMW. 
Mike Kranefuss: "We had our troubles last 
year. BMW had at least 50-horsepower more 
than our cars, and then there were often 
five of them! We thought we would be quite 
well placed, for we had some reasonable 
test sessions in the winter, but then parts 
for the new cars were late in coming and 


We did not have them complete and running 
Unt immediately before the first race at 
Monza, 


“This hurried preparation meant that the 
cars were not set-up properly, the roll-centres 
were wrong and the cars were continually 
Upon. two. wheels Then we had our 
stries of accidents. Poor Gerry (Birrell) rolled 
One car into a bali at Salzburgring, but step 
ped out unharmed, We lost another car ina 
ational race accident, and then Dieter Glem- 
ser damaged his ribs at Nurburgring in the 
G-Hours when a retaining bolt in the steering 
box was faulty, and the steering gears came 
at of mesh. 

We ‘checked the steering in the pits on 
that oceasion and could find nothing wrong 
with it. The trouble only became apparent out 
on the track when the gears came out of mesh 
over the bumps out by Breidscheld. Dieter 
suddenly found himself rolling over and over 
on the top of the bank and again we had lost 
2 car, but luckily not the driver. That was a 
freak accident, but we acknowledge its cause 
because I feel too many mechanical failures 
are hushed up in motor racing. It is dangerous 
enough already without covering up the facts 
‘and failing to learn from them. . I feel this 
strongly 

‘Unfortunately, we had a lot of engine prob: 
Jems too, Weslake have done the work on our 
V6s now, and they seemed to lack the organ- 
isation t6 supply parts as required. This really 


a 


Nineteen Seventy-two was Ford of Cologne's most 


caused us trouble, for we already had our 
Ume cut out in building replacement cars 
Then we ran into half-shaft failures at Zand: 
voort, and at Sliverstone there was the cele. 


brated "case of our ¢ 
square. We got them sorted out before the 
race at Ralph Broad’s place, but when we got 
back home we found our setting-up apparatus 
had gone wrong! 


snot being set-up 


“By this time it was obvious that BMW 
more than had the measure of us with thelr 
wings on the tail, and it would have been 
fabulously expensive for Ford to homologate # 
special production model carrying wings in 
time to give us an even chance in the second 
half of the season. The lack of @ rear, wing 
was probably the most potent single. fact 

operating against us, for the Capri's rear end 
was always very light, while the front end 
stuck lke hell. Tt was a difficult car to drive 


and the star drivers we employed like Fitti 
paldi and Stewart were I think very surprised 
to find the job which the regulars lke Mass 
and Glemser had to do. 

n (would not live tor@mploy ster drivers 
again in that way, not that those we used 
last year didn't do a good job, I was very sur- 
Prised by Jackie Stewart’ in particular. We 
Feally couldn't have had anybody better. It 
would have been easy for him to write-off 
the whole idea at Monza and just say the car 
was'a heap of junk, but in fact he stayed 
with us in the garage until 10 o'clock at night 
—although he had some friends waiting for 
him—while he helped us rebuild the cars 
Whenever you wanted his help he was right 


there; the complete professional with @ total 
dedication to his. profession 
“This Is in contrast to some other ‘star 


drivers who have approached me for saloon 
car drives this year. The number who wanted 
the race drives only, with no testing or any 
thing else in their contracts ! It was incredible 


28 . 


successful season when their Capris won all but one of the European Touring Car rounds. 


I wanted drivers who would treat the Touring 
Car Championship as a serious exercise, not 


just as a circus act way of making more 
money. We were thinking of running three 
cars again, but unfortunately the withdrawal 
of some sponsorship—like Texaco who helped 
us last kes this impossible. So we 

have Toine Hezemans, the reigning 


om, sharing with Dieter Glemser and 
Mass—the "72 Champlon—sharin, 
with Niki Lauda in our brand-new cars. 
How does Kranefuss rate his drivers? “Toine 
is a man who can’t sit still, he's slways got 
to be bounding around doing’ something to the 
ars or arranging to have radiators made 
here, or bits of special hose supplied from 
there. He has been around European racing for 
a long time, and with his technical interest he 
hhas contacts with all kinds of tiny specialist 


firms all over Europe. He is a fine, fast and 
safe driver to add to all this and is a real 
asset to any team who has him. He fs also a 


eal funny man, and he tells splendidly funny 
stories of things that have happened to him 
in racing which make him very. good com: 
pany indeed 

"Jochen Mass has always been the quickest 
of our drivers. He is a real talent in the mak 
ing. @ good test driver and very keen to race 


nce he's in the car. Out of the car he's a 
je bit of a dreamer. He likes to ride his 
motor-bike through the woods on a sunny 


day, and when he came back from Brazil 
recently he talked more of the beautiful 
scenery and the wonderful sailing than of 
his Grand Prix drives! { think if somebody 
offered him a contrac: to sail single-handed 
round the World, he'd take it tomorrow 
“Once in the car he's a real racer, and the 
German press has unfortunately run this "Who 
is Faster campaign—Mass or Stuck. This got 
them" both fired-up—Stuck is flery anyway— 
and whenever he was out practising his BMW. 


last year 1 always kept Jochen in the pit, just 
to keep them apart. Jochen Is as fast, and 
much smoother. 1 think he thinks more, and 
wouldn't stupidly make a mistake, Give him 
another year and he'll be really good...» 
Stuck also could be very, vefy good, ‘but 
Jochen is another Trips. 

“Dieter Glemser—he helps run the family 
rose-growing business and has never been 
professional racing driver. He has all. bis 
experience jn touring cars and Is very, very 
rellable, Dieter would rather finish a safe 
second than a doubiful first, he Is smooth 
and cool and controlled; just the man for our 
kind of racing 

‘Niki Lauda has only just joined us, and has 
done a tittle testing on the new car at Ricard, 
but I do not know him well yet. His past 
record shows what we can expect from bim— 
I hope our programme makes best use of all 
these individual talents. 

Meanwhile the machinery is being readied 
for the coming season. The Niehl workshop 1s 
surprisingly small and compact for as illust- 
rious an image as the "Ford works team’ 
Under Mike's direction are some 18 mech: 


anics, s builders who stay 
with ‘their individual charges throughout the 
year, engine and bodywork specialists, an 


electrician and a test cell engineer 

‘The department has a fairly comprehensive 
machine shop built-in, and tucked away In 
fone corner is the dynamometer cell which cur- 
rently has a Schenk 400 installation. The 
advent of the 415 bhp Cosworth dohe V6 
engine has rendered this unit instantly obso- 
lete, and a larger capacity brake 1s due for 
carly delivery 

Since the RS2600 Capri racing programme 
began, the engines have been developed by 
Weslake Research down at Rye on the 
Roinney Marsh. True to their track record— 
including the Eagle V12 Fl engine, and the 
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unit—the 
have proved themselves fine prototype eng 


more recent Ford VI2 company 


ineers, but thelr production of parts hasn't 
Quite matched the pace of modern motor ri 
ing. Several Capri customers were driven to 
distraction last season by the non-appearance 
of competitive engine parts, and the Cologne 
Programme was badly affected 

Weslake proved their worth fully in ex: 

ting 325-380 bhp from the 3-litrs V6 eng 

which is what Neerpasch specified at the 
outset, 40 it was doubly unfortunate that such 
Problems should be suffered at Rye. 

In Cologne, Chief Engineer Thomas Ammer 
schlaeger gnashed his teeth. Kranefuss des- 
eribes him. succinctly as"... bloody good 
thinker..." and it Is his responsibility to 
initiate a new car whenever necessary. Then 
engineers Gerd Knoezinger and Bruno Schutz 
bach take over chassis and engine develop- 
ment and so a new car is born. 

Keith Duckworth was approached for the 
production of a more potent V6 engine in 
1072, and he didn't say yes until the middle of 
that year, Mike Hall was responsible for the 
new unit's design (as already described in 
detail In these pages) and the prototype was 
running by British GP time last year. In 
Cologne, Ammerschlaeger’s team were half- 
way through a season In which they used six 
ears and around thirty engines, and it was 
obvious that big changes would have to be 
made for '74 if the contemporary Capri shells 
‘were to accommodate over 400-horsepower. 

‘The '73 Capris had been based on an homo- 
logated batch of RS Lightweights, built in 
Germany and featuring plastic doors, bonnet 
and boot lid. For '74 the winged and spollered 
S.1-litre Capri RS3100 has been built in 
Britain, allowing the British ‘Essex’ V6 block 
to become the basis for the new 3.4-litre Cos 
worth engine. This unit replaced the 3-litre 
limited RS2600 German unit, whose own 
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The tail radiators and new wing of the ‘74 Capri. Subsidiary water radiators are behind the ducts 

lust aft of the doors. as airflow to the tail radiator (s masked partially by the front spoller. 
replaced by aluminium units carrying a ball- 

Joint, on which special Bilstein gas-filled struts 


pedigree recedes into the murky days of the 
arly-sixties and the 2-litre Taunus. Now Hale- 
Wood's RS3100s provide Ammerschlacger’s are hung. Last year these struts were threaded 
men with the big engine and the aerodynamic inthe cast hub carrier, but this year thelr 
aids they needed to combat BMW. Unfortun- aluminium barrels are ‘bonded into a new 
ately the lightweight plastic panels have dis- magnesium upright which carries pet 
appeared, partly due to a change In the Ge wheels on a. centre-lock hex-nut 

man ‘Tu (MOT) regulations, and so the "74 © Ammerschlaeger uses Loktite 

Capris add some S0kg to the 950kg scaled in ‘which we find much good"—a rare lapse 
3 in hls embarrassing perfect English, 

A pilot batch of three new shells were be ‘The ‘transverse track control arms are 
ing bullt In the workshops at the time of my specially made with threaded joints on both 


visit, all wearing the new "white-top’ livery ends to adjust camber, and the compression 
Of Ford "74. The bare shells are prepared in arm is also threaded to adjust castor. Anti 
the pilot plant. “just the ozzer side of the roll bar is currently 25mm solid stock, but a 
walle” where they are given standard heavy- tubular replacement is on the way 


duty’ suspension plate At the rear the famous plastic ‘leaf spring’ 


re fitted in export 


models sold to rough-road. countries. The  —adopted some years ago—is retained to 
Wheel arches are ‘extended inwards to help fulfil the legal requirements, while co-axial 
Accommodate wide racing wheels and tyres, Bilstein. dampers and coll-springs actually 
external glass fibre spats are added, and provide the suspension medium. 

Special engine mounts and  rear-suspension ‘A standard axle casing is retained, with 


brackets welded.on to carry radius arms pick- 


box mounts are welded into place 
ing-up on the chassis in box mounts let into 


‘The competitions department staff fit_ suit 


ably ‘modified standard trim into the shells the rear seat tray, while a new axle cover i 
after ‘they are delivered and sprayed, and used carrying a transverse Watts linkage on 
then begins the specialised addition of mech: an adjustable pivot pin. This adjustment 


‘allows the rear roll-centre to be altered, while 
linkage pick up 
side rail, 


anical parts 
Suspension is to the letter of the Group 2 the outboard ends of the 
taw. The rubber front strut top mounts are on mounts on elther chassis 


The new Cosworth power unit giving well over 400 bhp. 


vane! 


‘The damper barrels at front and rear are 
threaded for almost thelr entire length to 
Rive ride-height adjustment on the coll-spring 
tors. 

‘Ammerschlaeger comments: “You know, 
last year tyre developments by Dunlop were 
80 fast that spring-rates and roll bars grew 
enormously. Now we have ridiculous springs, 
like on a railway wagon! Side forces were 
so high that the cars cornered on two wheels; 
‘even with their Independent rear suspension 
BMW had similar problems, tyres were s0 effi- 
clent. When Jackie Stewart drove for us we 
had to run Goodyears on his car, but they 
were consistently slower than Dunlop. ..” 

In fact the department's front store is 
packed with Dunlop dry, Intermediate and wet 
weather tyres, the latter types having some of 
the most staggeringly complex hand-cut tread 
patterns 1 have seen. 

Naturally, disc brakes are fitted all-round 
fon the Capris, with 32mm thick, 11,97-inch 
diameter turbo-ventilated units at the front 
and 22mm thick 10.51-inch diameter discs 
with ‘simple radial ventilation at the rear. 
German Teves twin-pot calipers are used, 
specially developed for this kind of touring 
car. Ammerschlaeger has experimented with 
drilied "Gruyere'-style dises in Porsche 
fashion, but found that although temperatures 
fell, pad wear increased and pedal feel was no 
better. Consequently he and his able chassis 
Meutenant, Engineer Knoezinger, use simple 
slotted discs to duct away dust and water. 
No slots were visible on the discs I examined, 
curiously enough. 

‘A new departure for this year is the use of 
@ new Teves power assistance system, not 
using vacuum but a high-pressure electrical 
pump which boosts a reservoir up to 150a! 
from which assistance is then valved into the 


New wheel fixing and hub arrangement with 
Teves disc brakes ... not a dise-slot in sight! 
Note the threaded strut barrel. 


Three new Capris under construction at Ford Cologne. 


hydraulic system. 

Road wheels are those beautifully cast 
magnesium split-rim type manufactured in the 
Schwarzwald by BBS. The rim halves. are 
bolted together using umpteen bolts, which 
makes for a lot of work, but they are strong, 
Night and reliable, and offer the big advantage 
of giving relatively easily adjustable offsets 
and changes to the overall ‘stance’ of the 

. Ammerschlaeger adds“... nearly every 
German touring ear uses them, and 1 be- 
lieve Matra and some British teams are go- 
Ing BBS now. Really they are inexpensive 
when you consider that Porsche are selling 
Carrera wheels for t100DM each... and we 
need a lot of them, for last year's three-car 
programme we had over 100 rims, plus many 
falternative parts 

A. massive and comprehensively cross. 
braced roll-over cage dominates the Capris 
matt black cabin, and its extreme elements 
extend along elther side of the engine bay 
by the wheel-houses, and back into the boot 
"Our big accidents last year proved that this 
cage was really stiff, and we have sealed one 
side of the cage and connected the Deugra 
(Graviner patent) extinguisher bomb to it. Tiny 
holes drilled in the cage direct extinguishant 
into the boot, from the left side onto the 
driver, and into the engine bay. This saves 
4 ot of special piping. 

‘The boot is packed with goodies, starting 
with a 120-itre rubber bag fuel tank, pro- 
tected from underneath by the standard shell 
pan, and sealed on top by a plastic cover. To 
one side stands the l0-litre engine oil tank, 
normally run only two-thirds full as it is 
designed as an air-separater with what is 
described as a “tangential get-in” to centri 
fuge the oil free of air. “This was very 
adequate last year, and with the Cosworth 
engine's new pump system it can only be 
improved", smiles a happy Ammerschlacger 

An undersized spare wheel and tyre join 
basic “get you home” kit on the left-side of 
the boot space, and a fairly hefty Deta battery 
is safely tucked away in the car. “We tried 
lightweight Waah-ley, but it was not strong 
enough to start the ‘car again after several 
pit stops. Two Waah-lies would have been too 

So we chose the in-between German 

Now, when the Capri RS programme began, 
the V6 engine gave about 255 bhp in racing 
form. A five-speed ZF gearbox was adopted, 
and this was still being used last year and 
handling 325 bhp quite happily. When 415 bhp 
was being comtemplated for "74 a BMW-like 
Getrag transmission was considered, but in 
testing with the new engine the reliable old 
ZF has proved more than man enough for this 
heavy labour, although the seldom used first 
and second gears are endangered by around 
“'40-metre/kilogrammes' torque. 1 think that 
says a lot for Zahnradfabriek Friedrichshafen, 

‘Ammerschiaeger is currently experimenting 


with a rear radiator system, in an effort to 
change the car's weight distribution and to 
the rear-end traction newly found 
spoiler. He says: "The rear radiator 
is not completely sorted out at the moment 
ur it gives great advantages in the balance 
of the car because with water inside there's 
nearly 12kg taken off the front ahd put on the 
back. Unfortunately airflow beneath the car is 
masked by the front spoiler, and is not enough 
to cool adequately. So we have been running 
two supplementary water rads ahead of the 
rear wheels in either wheel-spat, This is where 
the oll coolers were last year; the axle cooler 
is now behind the right-rear wheel, and the 
gearbox cooler behind the left-front wheel. I 
would have liked to have sealed off the nose 
intake completely, for this gives terrific ad 
vantage down the straight ‘but that is the 
only place 1 can now put the engine oll cooler, 
$0 it is there behind a small grille. If we had 
put it at the back, airflow limitation would 
have required a bigger radiator, and for that 
no room we had. Weight distribution was a 
problem last year, but the real trouble Was the 
lack of a spoiler. We have wind tunnel tested 
full-scale cars at MIRA in England, and 
models here in Aachen and Stuttgart, and ‘we 
have the front-rear balance really equal now. 
Nearly a second under the record at Ricard 
was good in early testing 
And how does he and engineer Schutzbach 
find working with Cosworth? Ammerschlae: 
get's serious face breaks into a beam, and he 
Considers carefully before onswering—"The 
engine. ..makes a really really good. impres- 
sion right from the very first start Ina car, 
‘and has run really perfectly. Schutzbach had 


always been fighting in the past to get parts 
for engines, and with your English problems 
we cannot get enough new Cosworth engines, 


The office, complete with cool alr ducting. 


but still we are delighted with how it looks. 

“After testing it was completely dry, no ol 
nothing on the outside at all, and considering 
the metering cam had been set-up only. on 
the test-bed the throttle pick-up was quite 
good. We lost three days trying to trace an 
injection fault at Ricard. We have used Kugel: 
fischer ‘before, but this new Lucas system 
seems far more sensitive to air in the system 
than that. Mike Hall helped us find the fault, 
and we are. developing an air-separator 
system with the feeding pump and electrical 
HP pump in the back, then a switl pot or 
catch tank to keep the system alr-free, be- 
fore the mechanical pump in the front. We 
have tested now at Lommel (Ford's Belgian 
test-track), Nivelles, Zolder and Ricard, and 
the impression is really, really good.” 

Mike Kranefuss would like to see the sea 
son develop, "...with the Formula 1 and 2 
Drivers’ Championships on one side, and the 
touring car-type Manufacturers’ Championship 
fon the other, with the Group 2 cars we on 
the Continent Ike to  see—lifting wheels, 
drifting. sliding, ete and looking exciting in 
themselves. I cannot understand why" the 
British have gone to ordinary Group 1 cars— 
to us that is nothing...” 

Obviously, in the Cosworth-engined Capris, 
Mike's department in Cologne has something 
very special indeed. I hope he and his men 
get the chance to use 
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Correspondence 


The editoris not bound to agree with readers’ opinions 


Spice’s ‘legal’ Capri 
was fastest 


1 feel that as the owner of Wisharts Garage 
it Is about time facts were placed in front 
of your readers and not hearsay, as appeared 
in Tan Titchmarsh's review on Club Racing. 

Our Group 1 Capris were the fastest and 
apart from the first race at Brands of the 
Season were never headed by any other 
Capri. 

‘The front spring wire diameter problem 
which the serutineers jumped on was ex 
Aggerated out of all proportion by the RAC 
Let us not forget other competitors were 
found to have illegal parts or settings but 
were just told to put things right and stop 
being naughty boys. Not us, Gordon lost all 
his points gained, the car was thrown out of 
the championships and would have remained 
‘out had I not appealed. 

‘At the Appeal fortunately it was found 
that the competition's rules did not allow 
for the car to be excluded but this decision 
was long after I had to spend more money 
‘on the replacement car. 

Jan Titchmarsh in his review states that 
the “legal” car was never as fast as the 

Megat" one but in fact it was between 
‘one and two seconds a lap faster and 
notched up four outright wins and came so 
close to winning the Avon Tour. 

It would appear that because the Garage 
is situated In the wilds of the North of 
England the press are not enthusiastic to 
rive good coverage. 

This year we are running a Plymouth 
Hemicuda and look forward to mixing It with 
the. Camaros. Ie should) be an exciting 
Season and hope that we can give as much 
Cnjoyment to the spectators as we did last 
year, and would like to thank all the people 
Who’ wrote their appreciation, 


Croox, Co DURHAM, S.A. Rowinson. 


Cancel meetings 
to save fuel 


1 read with relief in the national Press that 
the Government has given the okay to motor 
sport but a 30 per cent cut in fuel usage 
must be made, 1 also read previously with 
Interest the announcement by the RAC re. 
garding the voluntary 20 per cent cut and 
the measures taken to effect this by the cir- 
cult ‘owners and our two major clubs, the 
BARC and the BRSCC to implement this by 
shortening races and practices by 20 per 
cent. But why not cancel some meeting: 
some people think that there 

many ‘meetings for spectators and competi 
tors alike. 

1 shall be racing a Group One Production 
saloon car in the Triplex and Britax cham- 
Dionships for which there are 35 races. If 
five were cut the saving in petrol used tow: 
ing a car to and from the circuits would be 
even’ greater than that of shortening all 
Faces, “But no, these people who in one 
breath tell us most meetings do not show a 
profit are more interested in entry fees and 
fate money than in saving competitors, like 
myself, money and the country petrol 

1, as a BRSCC and BARC member and in. 
ternational competition licence holder am 
Convinced that these people are not looking 
After my interests but purely their own. So 
how about it then, let us have some race 
meetings cancelled this year and give us all 
a breather. 


MAIDENHEAD, BERKS. BILL SyDENMAM. 
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Support wanted 


1 was very interested to note in your edi 
torial in the February 21 issue, that perhaps 
you thought that our excellent national rally 
drivers are. not competing on the interna. 
tional foreign events because they were set 
ting their standards a little too high, and 
that they need to be told that they are good 
enough to compete on those events. 

‘Surely not! I think I know most of those 
excellent drivers, and they certainly do not 
have to be told they are good enough, it is 
plainly a question of finance. The calibre of 
the type of driver we are talking about has 
a very determined ability and not unnatur 
ally this ability rubs off on their business 
prowess, so they make a respectable living 
that far exceeds any promise of reward in 
the rally world. Certainly these drivers 
tackle the occasional foreign event, but to 
really excel its got to be 100 per cent effort, 
and I fancy a (ull season could set you back 
£25,000. 

‘On the financial side, things are improving 
very slowly for rallying, but do you notice 
the sponsors come and go very frequently. 
My sponsor would have pulled out of rally 
ing long ago if he measured his expenditure 
against his return. It is only our enthusiasm 
he supports, So what does all this mean? We 
must persuade our sponsors to stay in rally 
ing by some other means. 

‘A conversation with my sponsor the other 
day brought a comment that was very much 
to the point—"The motor industry and its 
allied trades are not putting enough money 
Into the sport, so why should 1 put more.” 
So there are half a dozen drivers in this 
country quite capable of competing in 
Europe successfully, but the only reason they 
fare not, Is financial, not modesty. Incident 
ally, just to add fuel to the fire, you would 
be disgusted with the financial reward Tony 
Fowkes received for his superb performance 
‘on the RAC 

It seems to me that Lord Stokes and his 
colleagues. will have to. dip Into their 
pockets, then you will encourage the spon. 
Sors to back their drivers to go to Europe 


Mantow Rorrom, Bucks. Bryan Hanns 


Well done! 


1 was astonished to read my name in the 
letter from Colin Myles, and his absurd sug 
Restion that 1 aim determined to ignore the 
Substantial contribution of his club to the 
Beaulieu 500 exhibition. 

It gives me much pleasure to congratulate 
~ the ‘500 Owners’ Association on their part 
in this excellent show, which was so ably 
organised hy Michael Ware. 
woce, KENT. Jonn V. BousTeR, 


Fors 


Save Sadler 


Who does that ugly. pompous ass think he 
is: criticising poor, inoffensive Ian Sadler? 

1 happen to know Ian personally and he 
is a charming, perfectly happy person, who 
is virtually teetotal! 

As for wanting more of Robert Fearnall 
in Brazil, doesn't he think that we've seen 
enough about Brazil in the “dailies” 

More power to Ian's pen, and don’t you 
dare fire him!!! 

P. J. Murray. 
‘Ainiie Ganpens, Lonpox, WS. 


PSI used to drink “there” as well 


Thanks 


The Government's decision to allow all forms 
of motor sport to go ahead was indeed wel: 

‘As chairman of the SMMT Motor Sports 
Committee I was asked by the RAC to pro- 
vide statistics and an analysis of the 
“urade" aspects of our sport and, subse- 
quently, to join the RAC delegation to the 
Government 

Through your columns 1 would like to 
thank the 200 add companies and individuals 
who gave me information and, in particular, 
Derek Ongaro of the ACCM and Ted Jones 
of the SMMT staff who put in a considerable 
‘mount of time and effort in to the prepara. 
tion of the report 


Soumunt, WARWICKS, 


Ker Dovatas. 


Catch fencing 


‘So multi-layer catch fencing proved its worth 
at Brasilia 

1 still have an issue of Autosport, several 
years old, where Bruce McLaren uses almost 
Exactly those words, He was describing, 
would you believe, Zandvoort? 

‘The tragedy is that at the time that articte 
was written, Jochen Rindt, Gerry Birrel and 


Roger Williamson, to name but a few, had 
yet to meet misplaced or poorly installed 
‘and Armco Mac" was still 


“up and coming” of “ prom: 


In future, let's hope the politicians stick 
to polities and leave the racing to the men 


RAGLAN, MONMOUTHSHIRE Brian HALL 


Mighty Marshall 


Referring to Mr Kemp's letter in Correspond. 
fence (21/2/74), he must be out of his head. 

First Gerry Marshall does not do as he 
likes on the circuits because the stewards 
make sure of that 

Secondly although they don't meet very 
often when they do it’s a real "ding dong.” 
Gerry "Marshall, who was competing in the 
Forward Trust championship last year in the 
DTV Blydenstein Firenza, had the fastest 
saloons up against him. The likes of: Brian 
Cutting’s 3-litre Escort, Tony Hazlewood! 
GS-litre Daf 55, John Turner's full race 2- 
litre Escort, Colin Hawker's 3itre Capri, 
Tony Strawson’s 4.7 litre Capri and a couple 
more VBs, Most of them followed the FT 
championship and it was only the hard 
working Blydenstein team at Shepreth who 
burnt the midnight oil and Gerry Marshall's 
skilful driving that got them 21 wins, three 
Seconds, one third and three lap records last 

When Gerry did meet Mick at Thruxton on 
the 16th September last year there on the 
grid were the fastest saloons in Britain. Gerry 
Marshall, Mick Hill, Tony Strawson, Tony 
Hazlewood, John Turner, Colin Hawker and 
Brian Cutting. It was a 10 lap race and 
Gerry in the Dealer Team Vauxhall Blyden- 
stein Firenza lead from flag to fag, leaving 
the big Fords behind, despite most having 
twice as much power as Gerry. 

Also the DTV Blydenstein Firenza is the 
most standard saloon racer on the track, the 
engine using about 60 per cent standard 
Vauxhall part 

Gerry will have the DTV Firenza, Big 
Bertha Ventora, and a Magnum for Gpl, so 
it looks as though we are going to see some 
more real racing again. 

‘Manto & EoMunp Lipsay. 


Bucks. 


Hic Wycomee, 


Road test 


BAS, Kemet Boe . 
2402 suspension is lowered 11 in and uprated springs are fit ted with one degree of negative camber in front and Koni dampers at the 
ir dam ts blended into the front of the body 


Gilding the Datsun 240Z 
with £1,100 produces 


the Super Samuri 


As is well known, the Datsun 2402 is the 
‘world's most popular sports car. A short, 
compact two-seater coupe with ample luggage 
space, it has wishbone and strut type indepen 
dent suspension of all four wheels and a 2-4 
litre ‘six-cylinder overhead-camshaft engine 
A five-speed gearbox is standard and the car 
is capable of an honest 125 mph in touring 
trim. Retailing at £2,690, it is a most desir 
able car which is a delight to drive, 
Nothing is so good that it cannot be made 
better, if one is willing to spend a bit more 
money. Accordingly, Spike Anderson and Bob 
Gathercole have formed the Samuri Motor 
Company, to build and sell cars based on 
Datsuns, with extra performance plus road: 
holding ‘and braking to match. Some atten. 
tion is also devoted to the appearance, with 
the object of making the Samuri an individual 
car in its own right. The idea is to do all the 
jobs, making the machine a balanced whole, 


rather than merely tuning the engines of cars 
which may then neither steer nor stop. Ideally, 
one orders a new Datsun complete with 
Samuri treatment, but the firm will also re 
build customers’ cars, when these are in good 
condition, t0 Samurt specification 

In addition to the 240Z, the new 2.6-litre 
version will, of course, be treated and a 
smaller car, the 1171 ce 120A. front-drive 
coupe, has been similarly developed. The car 
which I have been driving had 17,000 miles on 
the clock, including several races and tests by 
various motoring magazines. However, the 
very great increase in performance was put. 
ting an intolerable strain on the brakes, even 
when these had been up-rated and fitted with 
Special pads. The decision was, therefore 
taken to go the bundle and fit Lockheed four- 
pot calipers with ventilated discs, which can. 
not be employed with the standard road 
Wheels, as part of the Samuri specification. 


by John Bolster 


These brakes have completely solved the 


problem and are used in conjunction with 
Wolfrace 7 x 14 in wheels, fitted with 
195 VR 14 tyres—Dunlop SP on the test 


car. All this considerably increases the total 
cost of the Samuri, but is really essential 
if the full performance is to be used. The 
suspension is lowered If in and uprated 
springs are fitted, with one degree of nega 
tive camber in front and Koni dampers at 
the rear, 

‘A good deal of work is done on the cylinder 
head’ and the compression goes up by half a 
ratio. ‘The head is gas-flowed and the valves 
and ports are radiused. Three twin-choke 
Weber 40 DCOE carburetiers are mounted on 
Mangoletsi manifolds: the six-branch  ex- 
haust manifold and competition exhaust sys- 
tem are also by Mangoletsi. All this is claimed 
to result in a 190 bhp output. 

An air dam is blended into the front of the 
body and a styled two-colour scheme, using 
the original colour and white high-lighting, ts 
all part of the deal. In conjunction with the 
lowering and the alr dam, this makes the 
vehicle look entirely different from a standard 
240Z. The writing on the test car made me 
feel a bit conspicuous on the road, but this 
is now normal practice for a car’ which is 
raced, I suppose. 

Tused the Super Samuri for my normal duty 
journeys, including crossing London from end 
to end and quite a long trip, largely on wind- 
ing roads. It also did the ‘usual hack work 
to the shops and the local. The result was an 
overall average of 22mpg, which is more 
than satisfactory. 1 suppose one would get 
20mpg at high cruising speeds on faster 
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Road test 


Wolfrace 7 x 14 in wheels equipped with 195 


car, used in conjunction with the Lockheed four-pot calipers with ventil 


roads, or 25 mpg paying some regard to the 
pre spor nit 

T singly flexible and never 
misfires after Idling for hours in traffic blocks. 
Tt runs evenly at 20 mph in fourth gear and 
‘nl cleanly from that speed, 
Curiously. enough, the low-speed torque has 
been noticeably improved by the tuning 
operations 

‘When the unit is allowed to rev, it ex 
changes its remarkable silence for an ‘exhaust 
note which, though not excessively loud, has 
that exciting music which only six or 12 
cylinders can sing, The rev-counter must be 
watched, for 7000 rpm comes up in a flash 
though "Tam informed that valve bounce 
Would discourage the most extreme indiscre 

s. The maximum speed has not been timed 
both ways but a rev-counter reading equiva 
Tent to 145 mph has been seen. The claimed 
140 mph maximum is therefore probably not 
far wide of the mark; as my test facilities 

at present restricted for obvious reasons, 
1 have ami my own acceleration 
Agures with those of other test drivers, taken 
before the crisis, to give a fair approximation. 
The ride is quite hard but does not have 
that unyielding harshness which makes some 


risky undertaking. The Samuri Motor Com- 
pany offer na cheap solution, but they bring 
the 240Z up to competition standards while 
making it more desitable in every way as a 
road car. Though the resulting vehicle costs 
Considerably more than the standard product, 
it can out-perform far more expensive marques. 
‘The standard Datsun offers unbeatable sports 
car value but for the man who can afford to 
Id the lily, Samuri is the name, 


VR tyre 


Dunlop SP were fitted on t 
discs. 


competition cars so unpleasant. Before 1 drove 
the ear, It had been raced at Brands Hatch in 
pouring rain, which necessitated the rapid 
Gisconnection of the front anti-roll bar. to 
Teduce the typical Datsun understeer. On the 
road, I was able to enjoy a little opposite 
Jock’ from. time eas a result, but 1 
had no desire to re-connect the linkage. The 
big tyres encourage fast cornering and give 

1d traction on all surfaces, with satisfac 
tory high-speed stability over bumps and in 
side winds. At last, the braking problem has 
been finally eliminated — they're tremendous ! 


The above remarks contain some praise, but 
wt am going to be bitchy! The lights 
are totally inadequate for a car of this per 
formance and, at the risk of putting up the 
Price still further, I'm going to insist on some 
Quartz halogen lamps. Dark brown light, which 
disappears into the black road, is scarcely 


suitable for a machine of such potential 


To improve a very popular car can be a 


Above, the rev counter must be watched for 7000 rpm comes up in a 
fwin-choke Weber 40 DCOE carburetters are mounted on Mangoletsl inlet manifolds. 


Datsun 1808 SSS f 


head coupé, price £1636 


MAIN DATSUN DEALERS 


For SE London, Beckenham, Kent 


ANCASTER GARAGES 


Croydon Road, Penge SE20 
Tel: 01-778 8981 


Sherman Road 
Bromley, Kent 
Tel ; 01-460 0622 


DATSUN 


——EE 
IN SURREY 
ESTABLISHED 2602 FROM STOCK 
Most other models for immediate delivery 


BUCKLAND GARAGES LTD. 


By Pass Road, Betchworth, nr Reigate, Surrey 
Tel : 01-939 3595 


74%, interest rate, with Datsun finance 
for a limited period only. 


DATSUN MAIN DEA 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE 


DATSUN 
H. GLOVER & SON 


CHETTISHAM GARAGE 
LYNN ROAD, ELY, CAMBS 
Tel: Ely (0353) 2762 


(MOST MODELS FOR IMMEDIATE OR EARLY DELIVERY 


A. F. TANN LTD. 


GREEN LANE 
WORCESTER PARK 
SURREY 
Tel : 01-337 0113/6 


All DATSUNS for immediate delivery 


ALSO COME AND 
TEST DRIVE THE 
CAR OF YOUR CHOICE 


DATSUN 


G. W. SALTER MOTORS 
(OXFORD LTD.) 


281 BANBURY: ROAD, OXFORD 


Oxford Area 
Main Dealers 
SALES * SERVICE * SPARES 


DATSUN 


Telephone: Oxford 54521 


DATSUN 
SHIP 
SERVICE STATION 


ISLAND ROAD, STURRY, CANTERBURY, KENT 
260C LUXURY DRIVING WITH ECONOMY 
18 new models available 
Test drive the one of your choice 
Open 7 days a week ! Finance available. 

Tel: Canterbury 710431 
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The Datsun 240Z was 
an improvement over 
other sports cars. 


_ And the260Zis an 
improvement over that. 


There was little room for improvement over the 
240Z, but now there’s no room. 

The 2602 is one of the most satisfying sports cars in 
the world. In its class, it’s probably the best 

It has a 2.6 litre, 6-cylinder engine that, in fifth gear, 
can exceed 125 m.p.h. 

From a standing start, it can reach 60 m.p.h. in just 
8 seconds 

But although the 
mean it consumes petrol at the same 
touring, it'll give you around 31 m.p.g 

The 2602, like all Datsuns, enjoys a reputation for 
reliability. And because of such events as the East 
African Safari, it enjoys a reputation for being able to 
reach the finish line long before all the others. 

‘And when it comes to equipment, that’s hard to 
beat, too. Everything you need for high performance 
driving at a price of only £2,977.00. 

So if you're interested in a car that’s an 
improvemen 1st about every sports car on the road 
test drive the 2602, 


50Z is a fast car, this doesn’t 
ate. When 


Datsun House, Brighton Road, Worthing, Susse: 
Datsun Baker Stre 


Datsun U.K. Limite 
ndon Showroom and Export & Diplot 
Baker Street.London WI, Tel: 01-487 48: 


‘Tel: Worthing 204441 


. Prices quoted include car tax and VAT. Delivery charges, seat belts and number plate 
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Special stage 
Ford concentrate on Sclater’s switch | Circuit cuts 


Ex:ties fcr the TAP Rally due to | The Circuit of Ireland has volun- 
n vents be held cn March 19 to 23 still | tarlly cut half'cf its Friday run 

rollin, Chris Selater, who had | to. fal with, fuel econo. 
Ford of Great Britain have an- vestigate the possibility of sup- iginelly hoved to drive fi ; ps 
nounced that the Escort RS2000 plying homologated spares for the | Datsun, will now pilot an Escort | quite shc:t scuch cf the border. 
Wil Become the regular mount 2000 model direct from Boreham. | RS,1600 for Clarke and Simpson | It will now start in. Enikillen 
of Roger Clark in his pursult of Scheduled events for Ford | jo on to drive in the Firestone | afternoon and pass almost direct- 
is third consecutive RAC. Rally 
Championship. after extensive Boreham are much the same as | Rally Jeter in the month, An- ly into Elre, Scrutineering for the 
test sessions with the car Apart. anounced in January with the her British en‘rant will be Tony | Irish and British en-ries will be 
i inate, one ‘ie, Ke Sah distinct chance of Markku Alen | Fall whose Guyson-sponsored cat | in Eniskillen while those from 
See PL Seae, Sat 28 eS ining Roger Clark for Britain's ‘ 
thd" the Fiemish: programme ex: ining Row "Brita Stile time ean Opel Ascona | Ne. therm Tetand) may be scrut 
plained below, Ford will not be ee * pre oreo 19 recer:ly purchased and not necred in Belfast earlier in the 
ompeting in’ any other ‘events the Welsh (May 10/12)—in which | Je "Collected frem the. GM | day. Althclgh it Ix understcod 
outside the UK without outside case, they will both drive 2-litre | Swedish Dealer Team in Stock- | that a reserve en:ry list is already 
sponsorship owing to the value  RS1600s. On the Scottish (June | jotm, Fer TAP Rally, the | in operaticn, entries officially 
of the British pound. As a result, B13) the 1973 RAC team of | cris’ changes Fall will have to | close March 15 for this 
They will be widening their inc Clk, Mikkola and Alen should | TAY, ‘Toe cor into remove | very popular imernationtl ral 


terests at home, such as with the  SPPea 


Dullding’ of "replica RS200s in Widmer Timo Makinen appearing | tuss0\c reters to a very personal 

rally trim and other Benefits for part of the anatomy! . 

rally trim Bute RS prepared by Clarke an Fuel for Acropolis 
Simpson Limited : in fact the car 

spPment | RS2000 {new bodyshell. On the 1974 Inter Following the donation of 


the Ascona motifs as in Porta 


expect 


foe om Hones Mik Setional RAC Rally Ford. lorend , 500.000" heres of "patrol 
poe asians seri, "Whee nates betharemces | RAGS SONOHIID Veneesela to, ensure, i neces: 
items to attend to—rear brakes, four cars for their contracted sary, the running of world cham: 
Clark will drive the standard apr Altlean'Safart Rally ‘Apri 11/18). | Include the Sherry Rarly and the | vention ta" order to "permit tho 
pearance develonment 52000 im In Finland Makinen and Mikkola | 1000" Lakes, The few "nome | Tansing of, this. intermationa 
Horeham “Build tome “duplicate Finnish’ rally ‘programme that | te'be the Mintex Balas which nee | Sally Championship) which ta 
Care—Mike Hibbert has airendy wif narurally tnclade the 1000 | been'rececheduled for May 18/18. | scheduled for dune 18 to 28 


—and in- Lakes event. 


ordered one such 


Granite postponed a sree | Moss’ ambitious programme 


event to be called the Aberdeen 


‘Aberdeen and District Motor Stages. Rally. Team Rebert Moss, the Oxford British Internationals with the 
Club's Granite City Rally, with: rally team headed by Jour-  Scvitish, Manx and RAC definite, 
This small event will be under rally drivee Richard Wool. Their programme will also Include 


Tar forest stage events, in ‘Sece. 100 miles in toeal with about 25 have recently announced _aclected haticnal day stage rallies 
qi s {special sage, including 


land has been postponed from miles fcr 1974 which involves a here. 
Ms normal April date. Many of  S0me Of the top British forestry | more ambiticus programme tak ‘Commenting on the team’s 
the tradvicnal Granite stages are SECS. Tt will almost certainly | ing in more foreign events, As efforts Inst year Richard Wool- 
beng used by the organisers of De the first stage rally to run in | before, supplementing the Escort ridge said “Last year we were 
this year's Sccttish “Rally and Seo"land this year and the crga- | Tc of Richard Wooldridge and lucky enough to. achieve far 
under’ the regulations governing "USES expect to be overwhelmed | Duncan Spence will be the greater successes than we had 


the use of forestry stages, can- With requests for entry, but will | 1300GT Excort cf John Jago, now dared hope for; this year we 
not be used fer the Granite Ciry — estrict the numbers to a maxi- | with 120 bhp engine and Colin tha’l once again be concentrating 
Rally in April as well. This com. -'™um of 60 crews with preference | Green (cme cf the team’s mecha. ‘n class wine and the highest 
bined with the recently lifted Gov- _¢ing given to ADMC members. | pics iact year) as co-driver pevsible overall placings against 


eenment ban on metor rallies The intenticn is that this The'r programme this year the big two litre cars." The team, 
means that the ADMC could not should be a "fun" «ent where | will include a number of foreign backed by one of Britain's lead: 
Organise the ‘normal status of local drivers can di ve on the | events including the Firestone ing plascic Injection moulding 
event. North-East's classic stages with- | and Sherry Internationals in companies, Rebert Moss Ltd, 
‘The club, however, hopes to out the competitive toughness of in, ahe Tour of Ypres in Bel- have a new permanent base at 
be in a positkin 0 run the a full championship status event | gium, 2 possibility of the 1000 Unit 17, Station Field Industeial 
Granite Cxy Rally in October like the Granite City Lakes in Finland and the major Estate, Kidlington, Oxford. 


These two pictures recently sent from Vie Preston Junior show some of the terrain that will be encountered on the Safari's new northern leg around 
Lake Rudolf. The photographs show that the roads are likely to be very severe with surfoces ranging from the fast corrugated straight section 
(shown on the left) with the surface grooved into two distinet tracks to some very rough boulder-strewn tracks which will slow the toughest cars 
Gnd most determined drivers to little more than walking pace (right). 
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Special stage 


Liege revived for August 


Good news for long distance en- 
thusiasts is that if their luck is 
out during the UDT World Cup 
Rally, they can get the car re- 


built and then go and do the 
Litge-Moscow-Litge at the end 
of August, The Royal Motor 
Union in” Lidge, Belgium, is 


planning to start afresh one of 


the most famous long distance 
rallies of all time. It became 
Known ‘as one of the world’s 


toughest events as the Litge- 
Sofia-Litge in the early 1960s, 
ut its history dates back to 1927 
when the firgt Marathon de Ia 
Route was fun as the Liege 
Biarritz-Litge. In post-war years, 
it became better known as Lidge 
Rome-Lidge and then as Lidge 
Zagreb-Litge before discovering 
the delights of Bulgarian dirt 
roads and going the whole way to 
Sofia, As a test. of man and 
machine, it has had no. equal 
Since its demise in 1965 for it 


Used to run four days and nights 
Virtually non-stop over some of 
territory 


the most difficult rally 


Healey 30008 were very well-sui 
before the rallies’ demixe in 1965. 


1d and successful on the Lidge 


to be found in Europe. 

Now the Royal Motor Union 
think that they can revive the 
rally by. using the roads of 
Eastern Europe and Russia. If all 
the various permissions come 
through the rally will start from 
Litge on August 31 and will go 
via West Germany, East Germany 
Poland, USSR to Minsk and Mos. 
cow, and then return via Hun: 
gary and Czechoslovakia to Ger- 
many and then Belgium. Perhaps 
it won't be quite the all-out road 
race it once Was as they talk 
about selectives, special stages 
and even circult tests, but know. 
ing the RMU, one imagines that 
there "will be plenty of com 
petitive motoring to enliven the 
8{000. kilometres (5,000 miles). 

‘Anyone Who. is interested in 
this rally—and the entry. list 
used to have more than its fair 
share of British entries — should 
Write to the Commission Sportive 
Mf the. Royal Motor Union, 38 
Blvd de Ia Sauvenitre, B-4000 
Litge, Belgium. 


Twenty Britishers 
for Boucles 


More than 20 British crews are 
expected to enter the Boucles 
de. Spa-Monopole Rally on March 
9/10 which starts and finishes 
at the famous Spa Francochamp 
circuit in’ Belgium. The event 
isa fivelap tour of a 140 kms 
circuit. with speed _ increments 
fn each lap. Russell Brookes and 
John Brown have arranged to 
borrow a Mexico in Group 1 trim 
from George Loos who runs the 
Camelot. Service Station near 
Dunstable. 

@ The Scotsman newspaper's 
second film show/forum takes 
place this weekend in Glasgow 
at the John Anderson Lecture 
Theatre, University of | Strath- 
clyde, Tickets are 50p (all pro- 
ceeds go to the Scottish Motor: 


sport Marshals Club) and are 
obtainable from: The Scotsman 
offices, Floor Four, 78 Queen 
Street, Glasgow: or by writing 


0 "Wheels within Reels," Publi- 
city Department, The Scotsman, 
North Bridge, Edinburgh EHY 
IT. 
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Ford forums 


Big news in Ford's series of 
evening ‘motorsport shows all 
over Britain is that Colin Chap. 
man has agreed to appear in the 
March 25 Days Garage Limited 
at Lowestoft forum. in the im. 
mediate future on Friday, March 
I, Roger Clark (Cars) Limited at 


Coventry Road, Narborough, 
Leicester, are the hosts for the 
show. Scheduled to appear ar 
naturally, both Stan and Roge 
Clark, plus Stuart Turner and 
ony Mason. 

‘On March 5, Nesham of Tees: 
side’ Limited,” North Ormesby 
Road, Middlesbrough, Teesside, 
Yorks, have a very promising 
evening that features Hannu: 


Mikkola, Tony Fall, John Daven: 
port, Tony Mason and, probably. 
marathon expert, raconteur and 


Service garage boss Eric Jack 
Son. The next day, March 6, 
looks equally lively with KT 


(Dartford) Limited at Erith Road, 
North Heath, Erith, Kent, putting 
on a show that features Ken Tyr- 
rell, Mikkola, Stuart Turner, 
Gitlin Fortescue Thomas and 
Nick Brittan, 


Egg Awards —— 


= Ga 


Exes Rally Aword series winner Chris Beddow with his winning Mint 


1 am hopeful that we may well 
continue to be engaged in one oF 
more forms of sports promotion, 
which may well include motor 
Sport,” “announced Adrian Col 
Ungwood, chairman of the Eggs 


Authority at a reception to pre 
sent the Egg Rally Awards. 

Although the Egg Rally series 
ended rather abruptly owing. t 
the Government restrictions, the 
vast number of prizes (down to 
50th place) were not affected and 
what a fantastic array of awards 
they made—including a Hillman 
Avenger, two Hillman Super 
imps, various colour televisions, 
radios, cassette rycorders and 
watches thanks to ‘Chrysler UK, 
Philips Electrical and Smiths 
Industries 

From. the unique marking 
system aimed “at the club rally 
driver and navigator,” Chris 
Beddow of Wolverhampton emer 
ged the winner driving a Mini 
Cooper S, scoring 635 points from 
eight events with John Payne. 
Benstead finishing second with. a 
Ford Mexico on $43 points. John 
Jones finished third in the 
rivers’ section achieving a fine 
456 points from only five events, 
and his co-driver in thelr Escort 
RS 1600, Roger England, won the 


navigators’ section. Miss Brenda 
Malpas from Swinton narrowly 
defeated Mrs Brenda Harrison t 
win the Ladies" Award in the 


navigators’ section. 
The ban on rallying curtailed the 
ths, cutting out 
nthe series, at 
a time when the struggle for the 
Tead was becoming very competi- 
Live, The difficult job of running 
the series was very efficiently car- 
ried out by Ron Smith, and RAC 
officials Dean’ Delamont, Basil 
‘Tye, Neil Eason Gibson and Chris 
Belton were all present at the 
presentation evening, 
The main award winners were 
as follows 
Drivers: Chris Beddow, 635; 
John Payne-Benstead, 543; John 
456; Richard Platts, 442; 
jor, 436; Jeffrey Apple- 


1 Roger England, 
486; 2, Nigel Williams, 393; 3 
‘Andrew Harrison, 382; 4, Kenneth 


Larking, 361; 5 Eric Riches, 329; 
6, Peter Larbalestier, 319, 
Ladies: 
Drivers: No entries received. 
Navigators: 1, Miss Brenda Mal- 


pass, 250, 2, Mrs, Brenda Harri- 
Son, 246; 3, Miss Elizabeth Ben- 
son:Priestley, 88. 


Revised maps 


The recent ban on rallies, regret: 
aisle though it was, proved. in: 
valuable to Newsum Rally Maps 
since it gave them an ideal 
opportunity to undertake the 
mammoth task of converting 
their cange of marked maps over 
to. the new 150,000 metric 
series, with the result that they 
can now offer 67 out of the 102 
new sheets as marked maps 
covering all the best known 
rally areas, as. well as. the 
remaining unmarked sheets 

As part of thelr contribution 
to improving public relations 
‘marked maps will now show all 
RAC blackspots, care and quiet 
zones and complaint areas, pre 
Viously only available as an extra 
Newsum Rally Mans have also 
prepared full details to. help 
navigators and organisers during 
the change-over period and for 
6p in stamps they will send a 


copy of thelr new catalogue to- 
gether with a free 1:50,000 spare 
romer and a free 1:50,000 con- 
version chart. Anyone ‘requiring 


further ‘details should contact 
Dick Newsum at Rally Maps, 
Scamblesby, Louth, Lincs LNII 
OXN. Tel: Stenigot 207 


© On March 20 Don Barrow Pro- 
ducts are supplying the trade 
with thelr new Don Barrow 
romer to suit 1:50,000 scale 
maps. These should be in the 
shops by March 25 and are iden- 
tical in shape to the previous 
Vin romer, made in a matt finish 
white to reduce glare when plot- 
ting. It incorporates 6 holes, 5 
for plotting $00 m radius down 
to 100 m radius and one for attach- 
ing a cord in the bottom corner. 
Included in the packed romer will 
be a brief guide (strictly for the 
novices) on how best to use your 

Recommended retail 
35p plus VAT. 


price is 
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FORD ESCORT MEXICO 


SPECIFICATION AND PERFORMANCE DATA 


Westmorland’s fully geared 
Rallye Sport dealer 


LAKELAND MOTOR CO. LTD. 


MINTSFLEET INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
KENDAL, WESTMORLAND 
Tel : Kendal 23534 


AVO DEMONSTRATION CARS AVAILABLE 


ot 


CHARLES KING 


THE BROADWAY 
BEDFORD 
Telephone 0234 58391 


[ 
| 
C Sora J Rallye Sport Centre | 


RALLYE SPORT IN ESSEX 
DOE MOTORS LTD. 


COLCHESTER ROAD 
WITHAM, ESSEX 
Tel : Witham 3496 


New Mexicos and A'S2000 from stock 
1971 RS1600. Sunset £1150 


om 
| 


FOR RALLYE SPORT IN 
STAFFORDSHIRE 


REGINALD TILDESLEY LTD. 


Wolverhampton Street 
Walsall, Staffs 
Tel : 0922 21212 
SALES. SERVICE AND ROLLING ROAD AVAILABLE 


C Sorc. Rallye Sport Centre 


Mexicos & RS 3100 from stock 
Contact JOHN WATSON 


GOWRINGS OF READING LTD. 


160 Basingstoke Road 
Reading, Berks 
Tel: 0734 85333 


EP Rallye Sport Centre 
| — > Ee 


ALEXANDERS OF EDINBURGH LTD. 


Semple Street 
Edinburgh EH3 8BN 
Tel : 031-229 3331 
S2000's AND MEXICO’s AVAILABLE FROM STOCK 
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Sports extra 


edited by Robert Fearnall 


Wilshire Trophy —Doune closed — March 
fixtures — six other weekend events 


WILSHIRE TROPHY 


Harrison heads 
Kincraft 1—2 


Tony Harrison—Wilshire Trophy winner. 


‘Tony Harrison stormed to yet another victory 
at the wheel of his Kincraft on Sunday 
take the Wilshire Trophy to add to his already 
Rroaning sideboard. Although the margin w 
Small the win was convincing enough. 

‘After last year's disastrous. sporting tial, 
when the combination of a new site and a 
heavy snowfall had caught the Mid-Cheshire 
Motor Racing Club completely on the hop 
they must have been relieved to receive 30 
entries for their annual contribution to. the 
Semperit/BTRDA and RAC Championships 
Perhaps it was memories of the 1973 event 
which discouraged any participation from 
southern-based drivers 

With all but four of the entrants making 
the journey to the Isolated, but picturesque 
site near Longnor, a few miles from Buxton, 
there were enough cars on hand to guarantee 
a good struggle. Since no tree ventures above 
ground within eyesight the course of 10 hills 
Was set out over grassy hummocks. For- 
tunately the weather could not have been 
improved upon and the warming sunshine 
Went some way towards softening the frost 
Of disappointment which was to plague so 
many drivers 

Whilst the grass covering held good there 
was plenty of traction to be enjoyed and it 
was a pity therefore that the club elected 
to start the entire field at the first hill. Not 
only did this create considerable congestion 
but enabled the early numbers to gain an 
advantage which was to benefit them through: 
Out the day. Reversal of the order during the 
afternoon failed to remedy the position since 
the sections used were largely similar and 
the course had dried considerably under the 
influence of the clement weather. 

By {te close of the opening round the 
Kincraft domination was already shaping with 
Tony Harrison separated from Jack Pearce 
(now happily recovered from the flu) by 
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Julian Fack in Impunity whose total of 10 
was one adrift of Harrison and two clear of 
Pearce, These three were each in the first four 
away at the start, the fourth member, Don 
Williamson (Doncan), occupying sixth spot 
with a. total of 26. 

Lol Hurt at this point occupied fourth place, 
his BMC Special having incurred 16 penalties 
whilst in fifth place came the Beva of Bill 
Evans with 24. Both these drivers started from 
the middle of the field. Lower down the order 
a very much on form Ralph Needham (Cannon) 
was holding Ivor Portlock (Dryad) and the 
entire Allen “clan” at bay by sharing seventh 
Spot. with Dennis Allen (Kincraft) on 31 
Penalties with Portlock a mark in arrears 
and Richard and Reg Allen holding thelr 
Cannons at similar intervals bebind him. 

‘With lunch out of the way the competitors 
resumed their places in the extensive queue 
atthe foot of the first section to grapple 
With a slippery. adverse camber» which 
Was destined to trap several of the unfor- 
tunates. Since the terrain was not of nature 
to stop cars by sheer gradient of necessity 
much use was made of traverse and the 
markers inhibited the amount of leeway a car 
might have in its sideways motion. 

Only five of the remaining 24 cars (the 

ford of Whatmough and the Roford of 
‘albot being sidelined with run bearings and 
a broken axle respectively) were destined 
Complete the course with single figures on the 
second leg. despite a general easement in 
ynditions. With the loss of only four addi. 
‘nal points Hurt eased himself into second 
ce behind Harrison who with eight more 
his detriment maintained his lead with 
a total of 17. Pearce too kept in the “ singles” 
with @ round of 9 to hold third place whilst 
Evans and Needham wo dropped only six 
apiece held fourth and sixth places res- 
pectively. Julian Fack was cursed with a very 


fndiferent round. of 22. and only his 
challenging opening round enabled him to 
hang on to ffth place. 


Opting to run an abbreviated final round of 
inly six hills the club made b few alterations 
to the chosen sections and sent the compet 
tors forth on a course which was to have 
a tremendous bearing on the final outcome 
of the leading placings. The loss of no less 
than 13 marks by both Harrison and Paarce 
was exceeded by Hurt who threw away his 
Chances of outright vietory and was forced 
to settle for third spot only one point clear 
f Fack whose round of eight was the best 
of te final tour. Two successive hills netted 
Evans a total of 16 penalties and the chance 
of a position higher than fifth whilst Need. 
ham too was only just ahead to break 20 
and retain his place ahead of Portlock whose 
challenge came too late to overcome the 
morning's traumatic experience 

Results were issued within a very short 
ime of te close of the event, the Club being 
eranted the use of a room in the Palace Hotel, 
Buxton, where surprisingly few competitors 
took advantage of an excellent tea arranged 
by the organising committee at a very reason- 
able price. Handsome trophies and a generous 
distribution of Duckhams products sent prize 
winners away very heavily laden. 


GEOFF HERRINGTON 


MARCH FIXTURE LIST OF 
RESTRICTED EVENTS, 
(in conjunction with RAC Motor Division) 
AUTOTESTS 
March 2/3 
Sevenoaks & District MC Ltd, Brent- 
ford Market (MR170/192 783), 9.30 am 
March 10 
‘Southsea Motor Club, Clarence Pier, 
Southsea, 11.30 am, 
North Humberside Motor Club, Cottam 
Old. Airfield, nr Driffield, 12.30 pm. 
March 24 
Harrow Car Club, Civic Centre, Harrow, 
11 am, 
March 30 
Dungannon Motor Club, Meghaberry Air- 
field, Co Down, 2pm. 
Mareh ‘31 
Yorkshire Sports Car Club, 
Steelworks, Spen Lane, 
10.45 am 
TRIALS 
March 3 
SUNBAC New House Farm, 
11 am, 
Shenstone & Dist CC, Barton-u- 
Needwood, Staffs, 10am (National). 
Mareh 10 
‘Yorkshire Sports CC, Ashday, Elland, 
10.30 am. 
Midland Motoring Enth Club, New House 
Farm, nr Ludlow, 10 am, 
March 17 
Sporting Owner Drivers’ Club, Home 
Farm, Brickhill, 11 am, 
Singer Owners’ Club, Long Valley, Alder- 
shot, 11.30 am. 
Tunbridge Wells Motor Club, St Ives 
Farm, Hartfield, 11.15 am. 
Lancashire & Cheshire Car Club, Averill- 
side Farm, Longnor, 11 am. 
Mareh 24 
North Wales Car Club [td (MR 107/ 
836613) The Field, 1 pm. 
Haldon Motor Club Ltd, Howton Farm, 
Moreton Hampstead, I1'am, 
SPRINTS 
March 3 
‘Cambridge Univ AC, Snetterton, 1 pm. 
Mareh 17 
BARC, Blackbushe, 2 pm. 
Mareh 23/24 
BARC (N. Thames), Greenham Common, 
Halesowen MC, Curborough, 2 pm. 
HILL. CLIMBS 
March 23. 
‘St Andrews & DMC, Kinkell Braes, St 
Andrews, Scotland. 
Mareh 31 
Bugatti/Ferrari_OC, Prescott, 


Lydden on Sunday 


It’s rallycross time again this Sunday, March 
3, when the Thames Estuary Automobile Club 
puts on the last of its winter series before 
Becoming involved in the 1974 European 
Rallycross Championship. 

‘Winner of the February rallycross meeting, 
Brian Stabler with his 1300 cc Swiftune Mini 
and runner-up, Mick Bird, in a 1300 cc Cooper 
S have both entered again, plus Ron Douglas 
Gary Streat and 50 others. Sporting together 
ness is typified by the husband and wife en- 
tries of Eric and Pauline Nosek, David and 
Vivienne Potter and brothers Barry and 
Graham Hathaway ! 

Practice begins at 12.30 and racing at 2 pm. 


Wilson 
Cleckheaton, 


nr Ludlow, 
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Whenever there has been motoring competition there's been Armstrong. And 

for 1974 Armstrong are in again with the ‘White Rose’ challenge. 

Right through the season Armstrong are donating cash bonuses. covering a 

number of events, based on performance in a series of R.A.C. approved 

championships, from club events to international Grand Prixs. 

Each month there will be cash awards for the leading contenders in each 

classification. At the end of the season the top 5 drivers will receive a cash 
prize and a handsome trophy for the overall best performance. 


The following 21 events are included in the Armstrong ‘White Rose 
challenge for 1974:— 


@ Formula 3 Forward Trust, Lombard 


@ Special Saloons Esso Uniflo, Forward Trust 
Simoniz 


@ Formula Ford B.0.C., Wella, S.T-P. 


@ Modified Sports Blue Circle 
@ Production Sports B.R.S.C.C 
© Sports G.T.s Tricentrol 
@ Clubmans Shell Sport, Tricentrol 
@ Formula Atlantic John Player,.M.C.D. 
@ Formula Super Vee V W.(G.B.) Ltd. 
YRS Formula 6000 Rothmans 
@ Touring Cars RAC. 
@ Hill Climbs RAC 


ARMSTRONG 


ARMSTRONG PATENTS CO. LIMITED 
Competitions Department, 

Melton, North Ferriby, YORKS HU14 3HY 
Tel : 0482 633311 Telex: 52164 
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Sports extra 


Neil Corner sets off the line for the standing quarter test in his D-type at Silverstone in last 


year’s VSCC 
Tham, and co 
trials. A larg 
T33, seven F 
Daytona Cobr 


Pomeroy Trophy trial 
nprises a slalom, braking tes, 
fond var 

aris, Chris Lawrence's Deep 


This year's event takes place this Saturday 

standing and flying quarters, and 30 m high-speed 

id entry has been received including Richard Pilkington’s Alfa Romeo 
Sanderson-Martin, 

‘ond various Morgans. E-types, Bugattis, vintage Bentleys and vintage machinery 


‘a Lola 770, George Pitt Inr's 


TRIAL 


Pike pulls clear 


CSMA (Dorset) laid on 30 sections for the 
32 entries for their production car trial at 
Wardon Hill, near Yeovil, last Sunday and 
the overall victor was Richard Pike in an 
‘Austin 1300 who dropped 138 marks to win 
the event by a wide margin on index of 
performance, Lowest score of the day was 
fachieved by Mike Jacques in his Cannon who 
Ted the 10 strong apecials" class with the loss 
of 40° marks but keen competition behind 
hhim’ precluded an overall win. 

With Pike pulling steadily away in the 
combined Class 1 and 2, it was left to Colin 
Pook (Renault STL) to come second on 161 
marks, well ahead of the Flat 128 of D. Hall, 
‘One of three CSMA members to travel down 
from London. Class 3 saw an exciting battle 
In the sun between Peter Higgins (Mexico) 
and Viv Hawker (Escort). They tied at lunch 
find then Hawker took a single mark lead 
only to lose out by 151 marks to 152 marks 
fat the close. Ted Briant (Escort) was third 
fn 168 marks. 

The class for Ford Populars was easily 
won by Charles Barter on 150 marks. 25 
marks ahead of Harold Sibley with Roger 
Wiltshire third on 188 marks. Ray Roper 
and his son Nigel dominated the rear en: 
gined class in their Imp, Nigel, on 116 marks, 
beating his father by 12 marks. In the 
specials class Jacques led throughout com. 
fortably with Ted Marchant (Motron) and 
Cyril Malem (Cannon) fighting furiously for 
second which Marchant claimed with 51 
marks to Malem’s 55. marks. 


Snetterton’s sprint 


‘Once again Cambridge University Automobile 
Club's Spring Sprint opens the season at 
Snetterton on Sunday, March 3. As before, the 
old circuit will be used, and to conform with 
the necessary 20 per cent reduction in fuel 
consumption the maximum entry has been 
reduced to 120. This promises to be an 
Interesting and exciting day's sport as entries 
already received include a Capri RS3100 and 
a Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow. 
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TRIAL 


Clark throughout 


Roy Clark 
ner of the 
car trial 


in a Mini, was the outright win. 
‘Ludlow ‘Castle MC production 
Stocking Farm, Presteigne, last 
Sunday. Over 12 sections he led an entry 
‘of 16 throughout and with a score of 58 
marks lost he finished six marks clear. John 
Pickard (Mini) led the FEFWD. class by a 
narrow margin round the two tours of six 
sections and with a score of 65 marks he 
beat Rob Morgan (Cooper S). by two marks, 
The combined FERWD Sports class was won 
by David Woencroft in his Mexico wh 
dropped 64 marks, three less than Jeff Shar 
rad’ in his Sprite while the only entry in the 
fear engined class, a VW, retired hurt 


AUTOTEST 


Victory for Pearce 


By a margin of almost 30's Derek Pearce was 
the overall winner of last Sunday's autotest 
arranged by 60 & Worcester MC on a super 
market car park in the centre of Worcester. 

In his 1273 Mini Pearce completed the seven 
tests in 256.0 s. Another Mini, this time an 
850, driven by Roger Blackburn, took second 
place and his class In 283.0 s. 

Class 1. in which Pearce competed, went 
to Ray Turner, in a 1275 Mini who returned 
99.0 § with Pete Abbott second in his Club 
man GT. In Class 2 Blackburn was a convin. 
cing winner for second place man Geoff 

jooldridge totalled 3284 § in his Minivan, 
nd-had a close battle with Hedley Burton 
(850 Mini) who finished only 3.2 5 behind. 

The Simca 1300 of David Steade was best 
in Class 3 with a time of 294.8 s, well ahead 
of the 1098 Minis of Paul Woodward and 
Chris’ Genever. In the biggest class, for 
saloons over 1300 cc, In which there were 13 
entries, Mike Vizor took his Mexico round in 

8 5 (0 hold a 22 s advantage over Dave 
Pugh wit Pete Davies third on 319.6 8. Pugh 
borrowed a 1600 Capri to do the event but 
when a piston gave up he completed the event 
in_his. own Mexico, while Davies drove a 
1500 Saab. 

The only real fight for a class win came 
in Class 6 where Alan Warburton squeezed 
home by under 2s in his 1275 Midget. He 
totalled 283.2 s to pip Brian Marshall's 1272 
Mazda who returned a total of 285.0 s and 
Richard Tunney (1098 Escort) was third. 


© Rallycross Managers regret to announce that 
the two remaining rounds in the Philips 
Electrical Rallycross series have been can- 


celled. ‘The organisers were unable to obtain 


rmits for televised events during January 
February and London Weekend Television 
were unable to rearrange programme schedules 
to cover meetings at a later date, However, 
Philips Electrical have confirmed their con: 
tinued interest in rallycroas and have asked 


Oren sia see tee Rallycross Managers to proceed with arrange: 
es ments for another series in the autumn, 
TRIAL 


Ford Populars 


Using their venue at Culmstock Beacon, near 


Wellin Somerset, for the first time for 
five years, Taunton MC attracted a huge 
entry of 56 for thelr production car trial 


last Sunday and they used both the quarry 
land and the more normal terrain for the 10 
‘seach tackled three times, 
Lowest score of the day was the 17 marks 
lost by Stephen Jones in a Ford Popular run: 
ning in the specials’ class but because no 
fone from that class could win outright over 
all victory went to Paul Ellis, one of three 
Competing brothers from the Burnham-on-Sea 
club, who dropped 27 marks, also in a 
Popular. 

Best of the seven entries in Class 1 was 
the 1275. Mini of Gordon Francis who 
Groped 34 marks to beat Barry Score (1275 
Mini), by 13 marks with Peter Greenwel 


(0275 Mini), third on 67 marks. With Paul 
Ellis taking outright victory Colin Ellis 
(Popular) took Class 2 with 41 marks 
dropped, 10 aliead of his brother Martin with 


Ray Mitchell (Popular) third, a long way be 
hind. Will Aunins drove a Daf 44 to a com- 
fortable win in Class 3 dropping 90 marks 
with the Escorts of A. Morse and S. Coles 

ond and third on 1i7 and 162 marks re 


to the fore 


spectively. 
There was a tight struggle for honours 
in the rear engined class where Ronald 
rimwood and Ben Shepherd were within 
four marks all day. Shepherd (998. Imp), led 
Srimwood (875 Imp), by a single mark after 
the first tour, Grimwood then took a two- 
point lead after the second and he pulled 
Sut another two marks on the third round to 
finish on 30 marks. Shepherd, on 34 marks, 
just held off David Walker's 875 Imp by a 
single mark. 

Biggest class of the day, with 19 entries, 


was the specials’ class for non-standard 
Vehicles and those running on." knobbly " 
tyres. Chris Hayes drove his Imp Special 


round with the loss of 35 marks to win by 
11 marks from Herman Grainger, also in 
an Imp, while David Fouracre brought his 
Vw 1200 home in third spot on 64 marks. 
The Ellis family picked up their final award 
of the day when Mrs Hazel Ellis, wife of 
Martin, took the ladies’ award in a Popular 
with &5 marks dropped 


a 


Sports extra 


TRIAL 


Hubble clears all 


Peter Hubble from the Dartford club proved 
just too good for the organisers of last Sun- 
day's production car trial at Canada Heights, 
Swanley, when he cleaned all 24 sections at 
the Bexley LCC's event. Peter and his 
brother Ken shared a 1300VW to take the 
overall victory—for the Alexander Trophy— 
while Ken took the rear engined class with 
the loss of nine marks 

‘Sixty-seven entries battled for honours 
In five classes and in Class 1 there was the 
closest struggle between the Saab 96 of Peter 
Skinner and the Mini Clubman of John 
Dalpra. Both dropped 40 marks, Skinner get 
ting the class on furthest cleanest. John 
Kemp brought his Mini 850 into. third sp 
in a fleld of 19 with 55 marks Mick 
Greenland had a runaway victory in Class 


2 with his Escort 1600, He dropped 72 marks 
to beat the Viva of Peter Hamore and Ian 
MacDonald by a handsome margin, the two 
Viva men finishing on 106 and 1t2 marks 


respectively. 
Nigel Pratten had 9 10 mark margin in 
winning the sports car Glass which only had 
six" entries. In his Midget he dropped 38 
marks with Colin Ling second in another 
Midget, Behind Ken Hubble in the rear 
engined class Chris Daisy, current ASEMC 
rally champion, took second with an Imp 
‘on 18 marks while David Askew (Imp), was 
third on 29) marks, 
There were 12 entries in the all-comers 
‘and victory went to 
je In a 1000VW. with nine 
He finished only two ahead of 


marks lost 
Andy Gibson in a Sprite but third man 
Martin Lamb was a long way behind with 
his Escort on 76 marks 


TRIAL 
Butcher’s last year 


Autocross expert Arnold Butcher started off 
what he announced to be his last year in 
motorsport in fine style on February 17, with 
convincing win at the Kings Lyna_and 
DMC's Valentine Production Car Trial 
Butcher, as ever, used his old faithful Lotus 
6 to such good effect on the sticky going 
that he was no fewer than 20 points ahead 
at the end although if Geoff Jackson's newly 
acquired Dellow' had not had rear axle 
trouble near the end the story could have 
been different 

‘The front wheel drive cars found the 
sandy Blackborough End site somewhat 
tricky and high scores resulted, Ron Loomes 
forsook his usual Escort and cook this class 
with his wife's Riley Elf but only by three 
points from Ray Wardle (Mini), who had 
led him up to the lunch break. Mike Lam. 
bert (Cooper) and John Davey (Mini) 
were also close to the leaders and in their 
own battle. With Butcher taking the overall 
‘award and the retirement of Jackson's Dellow 
the Sports/Specials class went to Stan Rolfe, 
Another class amalgamation brought together 
the VW of Ron Tondeur and Pop” Jack 
son's weird Anglia Van device, the Beetle 
came out on top after an early’ lead by the 
Ford, Another casualty of the afternoon was 
the Cortina shared by the Johnson brothers 
which "drowned" after reversing into a two- 
foot-deep puddle 


Doune closure 


t's with regret that we learn that Doune hill 
climb course at Carse of Cambus is no longer 
available as a motor sport venue. This news 
teached us last week from the Lothian Car 
Club who had in turn received the news from 
Lord Doune, on behalf of Doune Admissions 
Ltd The main factor in the decision, said 
Lord Doune, was that the RAC safety barrier 
Fequirements would have meant installing 
Armco barriers on the left hand side of the 
course from the start to the Junction before 
a licence could be granted for 1974, which 
was not acceptable 10 Lord Doune and his 
board of directors 

The decision means that the Lothian Car 
Club events scheduled for April 27/28, June 
22/23 and September 21/22 will not now take 
place, and that, as well as depriving Scotland 
of its only RAC Hill Climb championship 
round, it reduces the Scottish Hill Climb 
Championship to. two events at each of the 
following hills: Kinkell, Pintray, and Rumster. 

The Lothian Car Club have another hill in 
mind, but this is unlikely to be in operation 
Gntit 1975. 


Embassy European 
Rallycross series 


The go-ahead for the Embassy Euro 
Rallycross championship was given ¢ 
his month when the members of the cham- 
Plonship organising committee met in Ham. 
burg. One new round is scheduled, in France 
making the total number of rounds in the 
series seven. The French round takes place 
at a new circuit at Vandleville near Nancy. An 
eighth round had been planned for Finland, 
but as motor racing is currently under a ban 
there, the venue has been abandoned for 

Prize money has been increased from £5,050 
to £7,700. In the seven rounds and final £650 
Will be allocated to the top ten drivers. There 
Will be an additional €2,500. for the top ten 
Grivers in the overall championship with £800 
going to the champion regulat 
Res were also made and this year 
‘will count for championship points and points 
will be awarded for all three runs at every 
round. Asin there are double points 
for the Final 

The full calendar reads 
Sweden, May 19; Germany. June 2; Belgium, 
June 23; France, July 28; Holland, September 
1; Great Britain, September 14 with the final 
ain at Lydden om November 2 


Austria, May 12 


British challenge 


For the first time an official team entry 
been submitted and accepted for the Rallye 
Infernal by the British All Wheel Drive Club. 
This French rally is well known as being 
one of only three International off road rallies 
to be held regularly in Europe, the other two 
being the Rallye-des-Cimes and the AWDC 
Welsh Hill-Rally. The event is currently open 
to 90 competitors and is held on land sur. 
rounding Crepy en Valoise, situated approxi: 
mately 60 kms north of 

"The All Wheel Drive Club team consists of 
three Land Rovers of Messrs Beddall, Pearson 
and Goddard, the two Range Rovers of Willis 
and Couzen and the Champ, Haflinger and 
Jeep of Messrs MacAllan, Hamilton and Har- 
ris respectively. The Rallye starts on March 2 
and continues into March 3. 

‘The All Wheel Drive Club promotes this 
kind of rally and indeed holds and organises 
the Welsh Rally. The popularity of such events 
has caused the Club's membership to rise by 
100 per cent in the past eight months 


News... 


© Details and tickets are now available for the 
Inter-Area finals and National semi-finals. and 
final of the Castrol Motor Club quiz, These 
Will be held as follows: Inter Area Finals: All 
matches will commence at 7 p.m: Saturday, 
March 2, Holiday Inn, Old Marke:, Bristol 

Regional winners from: South West, Central 
and Severn & South Wales), Friday, March 8: 
The Bull & Royal Hotel, Chucch Street, Pres 
ton. (Regional winners from: Lancashire, 
North East & Cumberland, Scotland and Ire- 
land), Friday, March 18: Alexander Nation: 
Hotel, Finsbury Park, London Na. (Regional 
Winners from South East, Central Southern 
and. Lomdony, Saturday. March 23; New. Bath 
Hotel, Matlock Bath," Derbyshire, (Regional 
Winners from, North West Midlands, Northern 
and Eastern.) 

Tickets for the National 
final, which will be held at the Bel 
field Staffs, on Saturday, April 6 aré now 
avaliable from Mrs. Jean Basley, — Clubs 
Department, Castrol Limited, Burmah House, 
Pipers Way. Swindon SN3 IRE, Wilts. The 
games, which will be chaired by Noel 
Edmonds, will begin with the Semi-Finals at 
3 pm 


Aiso attending the National Finals will be 
the two ladies teams who have scored the 
highest points during the series. Those will 
be the British Womens Racing Drivers Club 


and the Welsh Ladies Team, They will com 
pete in 20-minute game for the Coupe 
Dames. 


© The 750 Motor Club have announced that 
they have tome to 
Cireuits Ltd over a new and more sult 
date for the Birkett 6 Hour Relay, 
trace in the British club calen- 
now be held at Silverstone on Sat- 
urday, July 20, 1974. It will no. doubt be 
heavily oversubscribed as in past years, Re 
lations will be published on May 1 and por 
sible entrants are urged to make early 
application to Dave Bradley, at 16 Woodstock 
Road, Witney, Oxon, OX# 6DT. 


© Over 100 drivers will compete in Harrow and 
Circle Car Clubs sprint at Brands Hatch on 
April 7 in cars ranging from road vehicles to 
full racers, Competitors practise in the morn. 
ing and compete in at least two timed runs 
(one standing and one flying) during the after- 

The event starts at 1pm and over 12 
southern clubs will be contributing entries for 
this event which features numerous. silve 
awards and trophies. Entry fee is €5 and this 
should be sent to P. J, Tunnard, 30 Lodge 
Avenue, Elstree, Herts, 


© Dave Slater scored his first outright win of 
the year last Sunday when he won the Owen 
Motoring Club's. Snowy” Mountain produc: 
tion car trial less than’ five miles from. hi 
home in Kidderminster. After a tight scrap 
with Brian Betteridge (Sprite) Slater edged 
home with an index of performance which 
was just over seven per cent better than the 
sports car driver 


© Results for the British Hub Production car 
trial, organised by the Castle Bromwich MC, 
have now been published, and the awards will 
be presented at the club's annual dinner dance 
on March 2 at the Manor Hotel, Meriden. 


Tickets can be obtained from Mrs. J. Crad- 
Coleshil 


dock, 55 High St 
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AUTOSPORT 


CLASSIFIED 


NEW CAR GUIDE 


AMERICAN CARS 
Morons OF LEICESTER 


DAIMLER 
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Phone AUTOSPORT'S Classified Department 
‘on 01-636 3600 up to 5 p.m. on the Monday 


SMES Tat 
Boreas pai : 


fie Reet oe, A0¥: 


ital Aust cooren 


ISBORT. "alioe “ueiees Site 


1g oer neh (284in «Zhi 
[Sto per block (2m x 3HIn) 


39 Agrerer sould pay clos 


MINI-COOPER 


a, 1 


BU 7" hemndere 


SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 43-48 * Racing and Competition Cars 48-51 - Autosport Market Place 51-55 


SU) Siam CARS t= 


PERSONAL EXPORT—WMGs and AUSTINS, FAST DELIVERY, EFFICIENT SERVICE 


01-692 4607 or 01-692 4651 


NEW CAR SALES—392 NEW CROSS ROAD, SE14 — Tel: 
Hours of business: 10 am-7 pm Mon.-Sat. 10 am-5 pm Sun, 

‘SELECTION FROM STOCK 
TELEPHONE FOR LATEST PRICES—FREE STOCK LIST SENT ON REQUEST 


‘ Fh sabia ; a nce NEW MINIS ETC 


SERVICE AND STORES 


ANCE ON LOTUS, SCIMITAR, M.G. AND OTHER HIGH PERFORMANCE CARS— 
EXTENSIVE LOTUS AND RELIANT SCIMITAR STORES. ALSO OPEN FOR RETAIL 


AND TRADE SALES. 
Hours of business : 8.30-5.30. Lunch 12.30-1.30. Monday to Friday 


01-639 3105/6 


HALESFIELD MOTORS 
(TELFORD) LTD. 


ivery RS2000s. Choice setemeal th ou 
ina green, Dimond E ‘ee radio, Under 
oe in Panama cold 


jaytona, Medina and Sebring. a 
1972 Triumph Dolomite. White. 1 owner. in Damask red. with 0/D and 


265 Now Cross Road, SE14. Tel. 


SLOAN nee THOMAS MOTORS LTD. 


SMQ ““caraces 
BLACKPOOL 


The SPORTSCAR specialists t 
Tel : 63337 


White 


56-58 Bares High Sirest. SW13 
Sales : 01-876 9245 
Works : 01-876 9171 


es. 1 owner. Any trig 
Diamond white 
miles. Immaculate condition 


Pena all Rallye Sport 


CHRYSLER (UK) and SIMCA DEALERS. 
SIMCA COMPETITION SPECIALISTS, 
PRINCE STREET, 
HALESFIELD, TELFORD, SALOP. 


Tel: Telford (0952) 586991. 
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SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 43-48 


Racing and Competition Cars 48-51 


* Autosport Market Place 51-55 


COLVILL LTD 


ait sEnSER veaey LOTUS@ 


D and A AUTOS 


197 AUDI 1008. Auto 


wo owners. Excel 
07 


oats ark bie. Very nice con: 
0g HILLMMAN ‘Wain. ‘Oar 


conrina 


1968 "ROVER "2000 T 


‘Extras 100 numerous 


1965 ANGLIA. (It has 
PART EX’s TO CLEAR 
oT 195 
oe condition Eyes 
88 
Tel: 01-205 4296 
205 1136 
Also a regular supply of Bentley S1. S2, 


$3, Available 


BELL & 


(OwROOMS OPEN 


(Kingsbury) 
8-10 Slough Lane, Kingsbury, NW9 
(off Church Lane) 


Strack stereo sad0, 


eendition Eras 


ESCORT. (L),_ Maroon 


" tow mileage, 


CAR OF THE WEEK 


00. 4.door. White with black 
owners 22.000 miles, A bargain at C875 


Rolls-Royces to order 
at competitive’ prices 


RENAULT 
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DICK LOVETT 
SPECIAL CARS 


Agents for Lancia, _ Reliant, 
Scimitar, Porsche and Ferrari Dino 


Offer the following selection of 
NEW AND USED CARS of the 
highest quality. 

1973 (July) Fer 
Teather’ trim, 
Unblemished 
1969 (Oct) Ferrari 365 2 plus 2. Metallic 
old, tan trim, 6,000 miles as new £6,350 


1970 Ferrari 365 2 plus 2. 
11,000 miles, only” one 


Dino GT. 


£5,136 


Metallic blue, 
a) 
1071 (Nov) Ferrari GTC Four. Metallic blue 
‘one owner, Marenelio. maintained £5,756 
1972 (Aug) Ferrari Daytona, Metallic blue 
‘air Conditioned, 14,000 miles, one owner. 
Superd £6,950 
New Ferrari Dino GT. Metallic blue, bel 
ist 


4 Dino GT. Metallic 


a 


Light 


New Porsche 9 
Toot 


Coupé. Black, electric 
List 

Bitter choco. 
List 


1d 


New Porsche Carrera Targa 

ate 

New Porsche 911 Carrera Coupé. 
Breen, electric roof 

1971 Porsche 


Tangerine, 


9118 lightweight 
R. gearbox. LSD. 
y Dulle light ‘weigh 


New Relient Selmitar GTE. Yalow 


coupe 


£5,650 


1973 Reliant Scimitar GTE 
‘manual, 8.500 miles 

1972 Lamborghini Miura SV 
Pearl, 8,000" miles 
Super 

New BMW 2002 Coupé. Turk 
‘Conversion, ex Earl's Court 
details on’ application 

1973 (M) BMW 3.0 CSL Coupé. Ver 
8,500 miles, radio 

1973 (M) BMW 3.0 Si. Riviere 


Wessex green 
E408 
RHD, black 
ast Muira’ imported 
e756 
a Mathw 
Show. 


3,000 


BMW 2000 Touring. Black. 
3,000. miles 


Terms and exchanges 


Falrwater House, 
High ‘Street, Wroughton, 
near Swindon, Wilts 
2 miles from M4, junction 16. 


Tel: Wroughton 812387 


‘TRIUMPH 


CARLTON and BULLEN 


16 HIGH ST., FULBOURN 
CAMBRIDGE 880747 


1971 MGB GT. Low mileage, o/d. 
Teal blue £1250 
XJ6. Auto. Sunroof. Radio. HRW. 
£2450 
Rover 3500. 20,000 miles. Monza 
red. Extras. Taxed. Radio ... £1595 
Rover 3500. 1969 (H). Davos white 
£995 
Spitfire Mk 4. 1971. Saffron. Radio. 
Immaculate 
1600. 1970. 1 owner. 
Radio 
Cortina 2000 GXL. 
red 
friumph 2000. Auto. 
24,000 miles. Genuine. 


£1372 

Cortina 1600 XL (K reg). 12,900 
miles. Bronze. Radio ....... 

1968 Mercedes-Benz 280 SE. Ao 

Power. Radio .. £1695 


H.P. AND PART EXCHANGE 
CAMBRIDGE 880747 


Dai 
2-door. 


‘Dark blue. 
Radio 


ON THE BORDERS OF 
BUCKS AND BERKS 


LOTUS GINETTA SCIMITAR 


WEEKDAYS-8AM 7PM 
SUNDAYS -10AM-4PM 


PEUGEOT 104 ROAD TEST REVIEW 


= 
PEUGEOT IN LONDON E1 


Ay 
HAMLET MOTORS LTD. 
261-267 COMMERCIAL ROAD, LONDON E1 
Tel : 01-790 6718 
MOST MODELS OF PEUGEOT IN STOCK 


Come and test drive your car now 


SPARE PARTS & SERVICE 
| ET ee 


1-24 PENTRECHWYTH ROAD 
BONYMAEN, SWANSEA 
Tel: 54147 


PEUGEOT DISTRIBUTOR 


FOR WALES 


[is 


For Peugeot in Somerset 
Contact 


WINCANTON GARAGES, 


(International) LTD. 
HENDFORD GROVE 
YEOVIL 


Tel : Yeovil 4842 (STD 0935) 
21048 


THE CORNER GARAGE 


(Peugeot Main Dealers) 


Keepers Corner 


Burstow, Horley, Surrey 
Tel : Copthorne 3188/2017 (STD 03425) 


Most models from stock now 


> 
YORKSHIRE MAIN DEALERS 


J. G. ALLISON (HULL) ny 


OSBORNE STREET 
HULL 
Tel : (0482) 25071 


PEUGEOTS IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
SALES SERVICE 


Main dealers for Essex 


THORPE BAY AUTOPOINT Ay 


STATION ROAD, THORPE BAY 
SOUTHEND 
Tel: Southend (0702) 88200 


TEST DRIVE THE 104 NOW! 


Other Peugeot models in stock 
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SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 43-48 


REAR ENGINE MINI 1071S 


wisnbones. 
new. intermediate Duniops 
on Sin and Jin rims. Very 
Tight shell. 99%. tnished 
Genuine reagon for sale 
Fantastic road car. OWers 
over £250, 

Tal: Ropley 2428 (Hants), 


® a ® 


A VERY SPECIAL 
LOTUS SEVEN 


Big valve, twin_cam engine, with genuine 
nfieage under 27,000 (178/74). Brand Lotus 
Tightweight- wheels, radio, seat belts, special 


gistered 
November 1970, Official ap ‘of ‘honour. car 
for 30 events for two full seasons, Brighton 
Speed Trials course car 1971 and 1972" One 
Private owner and. maintained at Lowus and 

ferham Cars. regardless of cost. No. part 
E fenuine offers “considered 


exchanges. Only 


Wymondham Norfolk 2676 (day). 
Buxton 243 (evenings). 


* Racing and Competition Cars 48-51 


Seve Al 22 


ee 


4973 (Nov) Morgan +8. 2.000 miles_only 

Signal rede with many extras 2900 

1973 Jensen Healey. Medium blue. 4.000 
mgs. Pnted wa dies 

1974 (Model) BMIW 2002 Ti. 2.000 miles 
wenih ince, Fiewed many. ontrets Toren 
dove saving on het price £2500 

Brand new MGB GT VB. Finished in wite 
TA previncrense price. 

1973 Lotus Europa JPS. 5-speed goarbox 
Tinted glass. toy wheels. radio stares 
Recorded mileage 10,000 E2100 

1973" Datsun” 2402. "Green with black 
im. fated “wih ‘eco ond” starwo 
$1000 ‘mites. only e988 


* NEWSFLASH * 


Readers of this magazine will no doubt 
be aware that we have engaged the 
services of Gerry Marshall Esq to drive 
our Group One Camaro this season, we 
would like to take this opportunity of 
Wishing him the best of success in the 
1974 Saloon BAR championship. We can 
assure followers of the sport thot Mr 
Marshall has been practising hard all 
winter 


— = 


SSE MR Competition Engines 


T.V.R. GRIFFITH V8 SE 


Recon high performance 47 engine by 
tan Richardson. 500 miles ago with Holl 
carb and high rise manifold. C/R Ti 
gearbox, Salisbury LSD, new ‘exhaust. 
AC 428 6” chrome wices. 28,000 miles 
genuine. New MoT. Serious enquiries 
Only. Possible part exchange GTE. Cash 
either way. 
Tek; 01-573 0785 
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QUALIT KFAST 


1293cc RALLY COOPERS 


(€X SPARROW VNX 700H) 
mp guard. extn 
on Minite 
P ni 
Ease’ rebuild with new! clvich, crank: prstons, ete 


700, 
Steve Kingshott. Tal : 01-671 8262 (work), 
‘01-949 1450 (home). 


THE FLYING SPANNER 
GARAGE LTD. 


QINETTE, Viz usted with Cosworth engine, 

Sapeed Howland gearbox, LSD, Minifites. 

Sitters 

07d FORD ESCORT RS 1600. Not rallied 

immacuate condition 

1971 FORD CAPRI Brosdepeed Group One. 

3iitre GT. Bx Ford works e1050. 

1100 MINI COOPER." i962 £125, 

1966 TRIUMPH SPITFIRE convertible £330 

TVR 250M. 0/4, mag wheels, sunshine root, 

4,000 miles trom new. ‘Dec 1972 £1980 ond 

teas engine. 

NGuagnesium). £235. 

1966 ALFA ROMEO. GTA. All slumioium 

And. perspex. Needs some attention. One of 

S remaining RMD. e680. 

Competition preparation undertaken 
Specialist in Continental cars 
Volkswagen spares and. zhells 

‘Goodielgh Road, 
Barnstaple, N. Devon. 
‘Tel: Barnstaple 3996. 


MAIN DISTRIBUTORS 


GINETTA 


———_> 


(% & GDR auToMoBnES LTD. 


247 251 tendon Rents 
Tel: Sheffield 53226 
GOOD SELECTION OF SECONDHAND SPORTS 


* Autosport Market Place 51-55 


1D. B. MOTORS 


of Leicester 


‘Spon days 10730. pm 
Tot : 0533 634343 and #92504, Telex 


RRARI 365 GTC 1969 


iment at 358, 
‘Tels L937 son 


The Lotus blooms and 
vrooms in Cambridge 


NEW CARS. 
New Lotus Europa S-speed trom am 
Lotus $130/5, In Sobie, HAS, From ... £3482 


New Lotus $130/8. In qurple. HRS, radio. From 
eas 


New Lotus Europa S-speed_trom 27a) 
(owe S130/5, in Sabie, MRS. radio. From... EMS 
Now’ Lote $13038, In purpie, "MRS, ‘radio. ‘From 
Er 
a) LOTUS, +28, 120/8, directors. cs 
1978 EUROPA, Te, Maislic ingson bive, Wolle 
1073 ELAN SPRINT DHE. Mono white, 6900 
nly Magnncent euample Bid 
wi iorus" ELAN SPRINT. Gold Leal colou 
Super conditen ene 
1971 LOTUS” ELAN" SPRINT. As’ ‘above.” To cclenr 
eas 
1969 FLAN +2. Gold Lest colours. In vel 
20d order forts yeer eit 
1088" EUROP A! Renault "engine, Bahama’ yellow 
‘co 


JAGUAR "X36, 3996.42." ia, “white, sunroot 
G 


1973" MAZDA XS “SALOON in’ rea 


Eric Sayer (Cambridge Sports Cars) Ltd, 
10-12 High Street, Fulbourn, Cambridge. 


Tel: Cambridge 880711. 
Lotus and Mazda main dealers. 
Open all week except Sunday. 


ORTS AND PERFORMANCE CAR 


Autosport Market Place 51- 


NORTH OXFORD LONDON ROAD MOTORS 


GARAGE PETERBOROUGH 
OXFORD 59223/4 offer CARS OF DISTINCTI 


gerry marshall 


280 BANBURY ROAD, 
OXFORD 
AND COUPE SPECIALISTS 


FEBRUARY SALE 


ONLY 2 LEFT 


SAVE £1,500 ON NEW PRICE 
A POLARIS CSL 
A FJORD CSL 


Unregistered, taxed for a year 


for only £6,400 


Marshall 
Wingfield Ltd 


856 Finchley Road, London NW1. 
Tel: 01-458 4204. 


Terms and exchanges welcome. 


ALAN DOUBLE 


Telephone, Peterborough (0733 67177) 


Nov. 1972 Broadspeed Capri 


17,000 miles. Radio, Ziebart and all usual 

extras. Exceptional condition. Used as 

shopping car. Would accept £1450 or 

exchange for car with more room, oF 
estate cor. 

Tel: Sheffield 396732 


MASERATI | | Late 1968 MUSTANG 6.T. 
GHIBLI Off white. ‘Auto, pas, convertible with 
cine | (eee oe 


Best offer secures, 
Tel: 01-603 9220 


RACING AND COMPETITION CARS 


Sports Performance Cars 43. nd Competition Cars 51 + Autosport Market Place 5! 


CLARKE AND SIMPSON LTD. Gerry Marshall offers the 
OFFER 
PORSCHE 911S GROUP 4 RALLY CAR EX JIM BURROWS 
GROUP 2 1000cc MINI 


A rare opportunity to acquire a genuine ex works car formerly 
used ‘by Bjorn Waldegsard. Finished in tangerine with black 
This immaculate car built from, all new parts at_beginnin 
£3750 of last season is now offered for sale. Easily conver 


interior” Full specification on request 
Rin Migha apes: The extremely competitive car which sti 
Contact: David Sutton. 
Mids 3 Migs lop cocords is offered complete with trailer and 
49 Sloane Square, SW1 ws for £800. at 


few spares for 
Tee Oe OSS Telephone Gerry Marshall on 01-458 4208 


TE CARS LTD, 
inslett, Leads 10. 
Tol: Leeds 713981 
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RACING AND COMPETITION 


A. W. BROWN RACING 


CHEVRON B23 


New Allan Smith FVD, new slicks and 
wets. 
This magnificent car is complete with 
4-wheel trailer and ready to race. 


Part-exchange welcome 
01-459 6534 
01-451 1306 (9 am to 6 pm) 


1973 WELLA FOR MEN 


CHAMPIONSHIP WINNING 
FORMULA FORD 


TED WENTZ works ELDEN Mk 10c 
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2nd Osterreichring 
3rd Barcelona 


+ 01-435 7436 (day) 


BRABHAM BT35X 


Ex Allan Fowler Mercury, rolling chassis. Still holds lap records. 
1250. 


<_ £200. 
T200. inboard rear Brakes. Graviner, seat belts, 
mplete less engine, plus some 
spa: 0. 
Mclaren M4 Formula One. Ex works car less engine and box 
spares, £1000. 
F400" goorbox. £400. 
Tel : 01-534 6960 (day) 
01-599 7418 (evening) 


SCORPION RACING SERVICES 


Formula Ford Race Hire 
can now offer mid-week practice sessions at most 
circuits, prices from £20 plus insurance. 


Apply : Mike Eastick 
Radwinter 389 


DEALER TEAM 
VAUXHALL N.I. 


Offer for sale their racing 


VAUXHALL FIRENZA 


ly 6 vaces. The whote cer is 
arts, and holds two lap records 


Trailer and spares included. 
Highest offer secures. 
JACKIE PATTERSON 
FORTFIELD MOTOR WORKS, GREEN ISLAND. 
CARRICKFERGUS, CO ANTRIM, 


RACING AND COMPETITION CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 43-48 


‘CLUBMANS 


W2"LOTUS 61 MR'FF, Bevsioped into fea! quickie 
pact 
(r “epnibGer, Y0a8" ce 


'S INTERNA 
Goodwood Motor Circuit. nr Chichester, 
‘Tol: 0243 89560 


MARCH 722 


Rolling chassis with FT 200 
Chassis number 722/41. Ex Roger Williamson/Patsy 
McGarrity. Condition as new. 


Price £1,850 


including spare wheels, tyres, etc 


Also 1600 FVA engine. Offers. 
Tel: David Lambe, Dublin 49595. 


ONE MUST GO! 


ELAN S3 DHC, 1967; 46,000; red, radio, KO wheels, 
tonneau. Immac., £660 ovno. 

TVR VIXEN SIL, 1970; red, radio, alloys with Cints. 
new Konis. Immac., £920 ovno. 

Both cars will give over 40 mpg at 50 mph and have 
been properly looked after and serviced. H.P. OK 
on either. 

Phone Robin on Slough 43959 day or Gerrards Cross 
85889 evening. 


* Racing and Competition Cars 48-51 


+ Autosport Market Place 51-55 
HILLCLIMB CARS 


MODSPORTS CARS 


FOR SALE 


CHEVRON akong or Aig CAR 


1100 ono or part exchange Mexico or similar 


Used 911S LIGHTWEIGHT 


in very good condition throughout. Complete, ready 
eit ot Wheela, Spares, £3900 ona) or part exchange Mexico oF 
Pte 


Contact : Tony Jones, Pers 
Tel: Pershore 348 


2 Trading Es 
(Gay) 3388 
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RACING AND COMPETITION CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 43-48 * Racing and Competition Cars 48-51 * Autosport Market Place 51-55 


RACING SALOONS 


GP2 Escort 


This vehicle is being 
sold on behalf of fin- 
‘ance company. com: 
plete in every respect 


£1,200 o.n.0. 


Riverview Gat jarnham, Salisbury, Wilts. 
Tel: Salisbury 28698 


AUTOSPORT MARKET 


Sports and Performance Cars 43-48 


V.W. DERRINGTON LTD 


FOR ALL 


WEBER CARBURETTERS 


SALES AND SPARES 
Manifolds, Ale Trumpets, Aur Cleaners, Gaskets 
snd Carburetier Unita 


* Racing and Competition Cars 48-51 * Autosport Market Place 51-55 


BALANCING 


WEBERS 


CHRIS MONTAGUE CARBURETTER CO. 
344 CRICKLEWOQO LANE, LONDON. NW2 201 


DYNAMOMETERS 


Ecurie Stantos Racing 


1966 V8 Mustang. Rebuilt engine. Part exchange. WHY £850 
F3 wing, alloy with chrome struts, 


LOTUS ELAN 


DON MORTON LIGHTWEIGHT LOTUS ELAN 


F2 wing, fibregiass 


complete with 1600 all steel engine. Two sets of 

minilites with slicks and intermediates. Ready to 
race. Will sell as rolling chassis if required. 

Auchterarder 2863 

Dunkeld 356 
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U2 chassis complete with independent Lotus iff 

1600 ce all steel Clubman’s engine 

F2 slicks, ol tanks. rads, wishbones, cing dampers, 
shockers, wings, body panels, nose cones, etc. Rev 
counters 1200 rp 


Tek: Watford 30762 
01-952 0602 


51 


~\Autosport Market Place 51-55 


4. different makes... 
make us different. 


Continental Tyres are fitted as standard to 
Mercedes, BMW, Audi and Volkswagen. That in 
itself is some recommendation. 

But then, we are Germany’s Number One 
Tyre, so you’d expect it to match some of the finest 
auto engineering in the world. 

Now it’s your turn. Because Continental 
Tyres fit all other makes of car too. Improving 
steering, braking, cornering, performance. At 
prices that won’t burn your pocket. 

So drive along to your local tyre dealer, ignore 
the substitutes, and insist on Continental. 

And see what makes us different. 


= 
@ntinental Tyres 
The best range all round. 
Continental Tyre & Rubber Co. Ltd., 
Ullswater Crescent, Marlpit Lane, Coulsdon, Surrey. 
Telephone: 01-668 2372 
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AUTOSPORT MARKET PLACE 


Sports and Performance. Cars 43-48 * Racing and Competition Cars 48-51 - Autosport Market Place 51-55 


WANTED 
ONE SKILLED MECHANIC HEXAGON MOTOR 
WORKS LTD. 


to help in preparation of two vehicles for World Cup 
Rally. Good wages. 
2/8 HIGH ST., HIGHGATE, 
LONDON, N6 


David Howes Racing. 
Nr Dunstable, 
Beds. 


Tel: Eaton Bray 220508. 


TIRAN AUTO CENTRE 


291 Willesden Lane, London NW2 
Full Rolling Road and Crypton facilities 
available in London operated by top-class 
technicians. 


PHONE 01-459 6534 


Hexagon Motor Works Announcement 


After many years of building our own racing engines 


we now have facilities for overhauling and repairing 
racing and high-performance engines for the public. 


Enquiries for this service contact 
Mr M. Murphy, or Mr B. Fisk. 
Tel: 01-340 3431, 


HOME STUDY 
CAN TAKE YOU 
TO THE TOP 


in the vast 
Auto industry 


Big opportunities are going begging for lack of 
qualified men. Whatever your interest in Auto 
Engineering, we can give you the vital know- 
how at home, in your spare time. Send for 
really helpful 76-page book—FREE. 


A MEMBER OF THE ALAN SMITH GROUP 


RACING GEARBOXES LTD. 


OFFICIAL HEWLAND AGENTS 
First-closs repair service by factory trained staff. 48 hour 
collection or delivery on receipt of your instructions.* 
Prompt attention given to any enquiry, spares or repairs 
Immediate dispatch of goods by any method to sult your 
requirements. 
OVERSEAS ORDERS WELCOMED 
ROMPTLY EXECUTED 
Tot: 0382 40008. MANCHESTER ST. DERBY 
* WITH FEW EXCEPTIONS DEPENDING ON YOUR AREA 


elf+coombs racing a 


1973 LEYLAND 3-car Transporter 
Two only 1973 Cosworth BDG engines— 
unraced. 
JOHN COOMBS 
Tel: Guildford 69944. 


\- — — = POST FOR FREE BOOK = = 
V annna MAA/IMI DIPLOMA CITY & GUILDS 


1 Genera! Auto Engineering @ Diesel Engineering @ Maintenance # 


and Repair @ Service Station Management 


Linea Sport FPT. 


‘The finest racewear money can buy. 


(EEO) ISD faces esmeay 
@® Griffin Sarr 


‘griffin. pROTECT YOUR BODY, HEAD AND FACE WITH TOTAL CONFIDENCE 


UK Distributors: Gordon Spice Ltd, 
42b Central Trading Estate, Staines. Middx. Tel: Staines 57867 


Please send FREE book 
Name 
Address 


B.I.E.T. sso: 


i] 

1 

1 

1 

I 

I 

' ALDERMASTON COURT, READING, RG7 4PF. 
E 


Accredited by CACC, member ABCC 
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AUTOSPORT MARKET PLACE 


Sports and Performance. Cars 43-48 


* Racing and Competition Cars 48-51 ~ Autosport Market Place 51-55 


FINANCIAL 


FIMANCE avaiable tor racing cars, Tel: Sal 


GEARBOXES 


HEWLAND 
GEARBOXES 


RACING GEARBOX CENTRE 


0b Paddenawick ‘oad, 


MAGAZINES 


PERSONAL 


RACE PREPARATIONS 


RACEWEAR 


CHEAPEST RACING | sunarco, wcwnnn rosin eithggey 
SCHOOL IN RS RE OE atl 
EUROPE 


AXE achbbt FN sans antis 


RACE WHERE ? 


FPT and NOMEX 


MAGNUM HELMETS 


ROLLING ROAD 


ROLLOVER BARS 


ALEY BARS 


STEERING WHEELS 


oid Sere ter renee 


SUPERCHARGER 


TIMING EQUIPMENT 
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AUTOSPORT MARKET PLACE 
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MAGNA ‘SPECIAL MINI OFFER Dv ‘One BRM twin cam. One Vegantune injected twin cam. Twin 

ALLOY “sgcULPT PTURE Badia tects. platoon, Mouks. buna: case shew. sori 

a STEEL wattts demayed. Vaves, new veive sodas. Dry. sump) penn, jook 
ne cay shates, cam bearings. New dry sump cam covers. All steal 

Marae shctne Poa Lecter 

10,12, 13, 14 (Mgt oop matante All thia equipment must go owing to change of formule, All 


18 inch serious offers considered. Best cash offer secures. 


eaore knegeon = RIVERSIDE GARAGE 


52mm knock-on 


Bolt on or HARNHAM, SALISBURY 
peg fixing ‘carriage £1.50 

Brochure available MAGNA WHEELS 37-49 Grentelt read, Te bury 28698 
‘on request Maidenhead Berks. tel Maidenhead 22660 


TRAILERS 
TANNER TRAILERS 


PIXMORE AVE, LETCHWORTH, HERTS 
Tel: Letchworth 6026 


RANSEORTER FOR SALE OR HIRE 


LOW Cost RACING 


We can now supply an improved range of Waterproot Single Seaier 


s supplied if required. Telephone for prices 
Yate x Gh. 1B-owt 2ewheo! trailors complete with ramps, Hants, 


Iver 

1h x Bh, 38-cwis A-wheel walle £200 
Yoke x Gtt crash recovery trailers, 36-cwi with winch, J/wheal, 
ramps, rear stands and fixing chains. immediate delivery £320 


‘Write, cail or telephone for details of trailors. 


635 EACH (+ VAT) 


Onenize suite Brabhorm BT16/18/21/23, etc. Chavrgn BO/IB/YZ. ot 
Qmost* models) ‘and most convent od FS. Fa. or Formula Ford 


tow cost pacing 1p, 
weecelaahar tam Surrey 
"aoe 


TRAILERS 


Y2ton to 3tons 


Why not sell 
through Autosport 


Market Place ? 


For further details 
ring 


01-636 3600 


For all wheel problems contact: 
MOTOR WHEEL SERVICE AND REPAIR CO. 


71 Jeddo Road, Shepherds Bush 
London, W12 
Tel: 01-749 1391/2 
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| GUIDE TO SHOCK ABSORBERS 
dGemon\tweeks 
i COMP SHOCK ABSORBERS MOTORTUNE 
AT LOW, LOW PRICES DISTRIBUTORS FOR 


KONI SHOCK ABSORBERS 


Trade and retail enquiries welcome. 


250 Brompton Road, SW3. 
ieath Smithy, Tattenhall, Ne-Chester. (off 01-581 1234 


RED TRIANGLE KONI, ARMSTRONG, SPAX, 
AUTO SERVICES LTD. | _ReconpitioNeD UNITS 


RECONDITIONED UNITS 
Common Lane, Kenilworth 


Warwickshire BUCK & BROMLEY 


Tel: Kenilworth 57303 


Koni distributors in the Coventry (1970) LTD., 


2 12 Wendell Road (Askew Road) 
and South Warwickshire district She 


is Bush 
Sole suppliers of Alvis car spares 


London W12 
Tel: 01-743 4366/7 


Classified Advertisement Form 


Classification heading 
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SELECTED STOCKISTS 
BELFAST 

Paddy Hopkirk 

12 Allred Street 

0232 27616 
GLascow 

Wm. Arthur & Sons Lid 
114-116 Clyde Street 
041-552 0158 
LIVERPOOL 

J Hemmings & Son 
515-517 Corn Exch Bids 
Fenwick Street 

051-236 1047 
UPHOLLAND 
(Skelmsdale Lancs) 
Dingle Bell Car Sales 
Upholland 4444 


KIDDERMINSTER 


Motoquip 
Stourbridge Road 
Lye 2583 


WORCESTER 
Motoquip 

26 Barbourne Road 
Worcester 21881 


BROMSGROVE 
Motoquip 

84 Worcester Road 
Bromagrove 31409 


OADBY (Leics) 


IRMINGHAM 
Autoquip 

112 Hagley Road West 
Worley 

021-429 2951 
BRISTOL 

Motac Motor Parts 

10 The Precinct 
Portishead 

0242 27061 


CHELTENHAM 
Bristol Street Motors 
83-93 Winchcombe Su 


WESTBURY (Wilts) 
R 


Barry El 


West Wilts Trading Est. 


BOURNEMOUTH 


Kenex & Co. Ltd. 
32 Palmerston 
0202-38458 


RICHMOND 
Top Gear 

61 Kew Road 
01-940 1298 


GUILDFORD 
Gerald Kemp 
High Street 


CAMBERLEY 
Gerald Kemp 


459 London Road 


Moto Lita 


SEATS AND STEERING WHEELS 
Moto-Lita chosen by: Jensen; 

Matra; Lola; BLMC Competitions; Peugeot; 
Saab; Panther; Renault; Excalibur; 

and other choosey car manufacturers. 
The '72 and "73 Le Mans winning cars 

were Moto-Lita equipped. 
Moto-Lita—hand finished—pure quality 


LONDON 

Tilling Automotive 

6 Adam & Eve Mews 

Kensington. 

01-Wes-1166 

wet 

Road & Racing 

ad 1 Proctor Street 
Holborn 

01-242 3080 

wio 

Garage Valet Servi 

7 Kilburn Lane 

01-969 9654 

nwe 

John Brown 

88-92 Kingsgate 

01-328 6413, 


Limited 


Brighton Road 


Surbiton 
Telephone 
1-399 3381 
Telex 


Truro 4087 


HARPENDEN 
Kerr Bridgland 


ABINGDON 
BLMC MG Car Div 


52 Westfield Road 
05827 62575 


928134 


Porter & Haylett (Motor Yachts) Ltd. 


. . . have available a number of ex Lancer Marine “ SEA- 
LANCE “ and “ CORNICHE EXPRESS “ Touring Power- 
boats in various stages of completion. 


These craft are offered for sale with or without engines 
to any stage of completion. A comprehensive range of 
fittings and components are available to those intending 
home completion. 

Don't miss this unique opportunity to obtain one of 
these fabulous craft at a considerable saving 

Price range from only £2000. 


For further details write or telephone the Factory Sales 
Department. 


Porter & Haylett (MotorYachts) Ltd. 
VIADUCT WORKS - WROXHAM - NORFOLK - NOR 037: Tel: Wroxham 2837 


